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PREFACE 


JjUJ AVING been employed by Government in the work of 
repairing the ruins of Gaur and Pandua, I thought 
of publishing a book which would contain within a 
narrow compass all the desirable information on the subject 
of these ruins, and would be useful alike to the archmologist, 
to distinguished visitors to these places, and to the public at 
large. In what is now offered to the public, I claim little 
originalitj'^; but being a resident of the district in which these 
ruins are, and having been on the spot on duty for many years, 
I have had peculiar facilities for collecting information about 
them, not only from the books and Government publications 
on the subject, but also from the local people with whom I have 
been familiar from childhood, and who have gladly supplied 
me with information which might have been difficult of access 
to others. 


My chief object in compiling this book is to show, within 
as brief a space as possible, the history and the principal 
features of the ruins as they now stand, so as to afford to 
visitors an easy means of getting at the facts concerning them. 

The first draft of the book was composed about the time of 
the visit to Maldah, in February 1902, of His Excellency Lord 
Curzon, the Governor-General of India, to whom, while 
visiting the ruins of Gaur and Pandua, a hastily prepared 
type-written copy of the compilation was presented. His 
Excellency perused it on the spot with considerable interest. 
Thus encouraged, I revised the copy, and having made a few 
additions and alterations it was published in booklet form in 
1912. It has since been further revised and expanded with 
the addition of illustrations, and is now being published 
through the kindness of the Local Government in a form which 
I trust will suit all the requirements of the public. 
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It contains four chapters. The first is introductory; thi? 
second gives a brief account of the Kings of Gaur and 
Panduaj including facts and events of an interesting nature 
which occurred in their reigns; while the subject of the Ruins 
proper, as well as other places of interest, is dealt vdth in the 
last two chapters. 

My warmest thanlvs are due to the authors whose works 
have been consulted and freety quoted in this compilation, 
especially the Archmological Survey Report, Volume X.Y, of 
Major-General Cunningham, and the Gmirer Itihds of my old 
friend, the late Babu Rajani Kanta Chala-avarti, Pandit of 
the Maldah Zilla School. 

My heartfelt thanks are also due to the late Dr. B. B. 
Spooner, of the Archaeological Department, for his going 
through the manuscript copy of the book and correcting 
details on the spot while visiting the ancient monuments at 
Gaur and Pandua in November 1916. 

In the Appendices will be found a Bibliography of Gaur 
and Pandua, and Chronological Tables giving the names of the 
Kings of Delhi and Bengal. 


M. ‘Abid ‘All Kiiak, 

{Y'ltsnjzai). 


Angbezabad, Maldah : 
The 25th October 192 J^. 



INTRODUCTION 


I N writing a Foreword for this chronicle of Gaur and Pandua as 
illustrated by the surviving buildings and inscriptions of these erstwhile 
capitals of Bengal, it seems desirable in the first place to offer a brief 
narration of the somewhat checkered histor}^ of the book. The author who 
was then a ministerial officer of the Public Works Department received, as 
long ago as 1903, a reward of Rs. 100 from the local Government for writing 
an account of the ruins for Lord Curzon when this Viceroy of India visited 
Maldah in 1902 in connection with his scheme for the preservation of the ancient 
monuments of India ; and Government also undertook to print a revised 
edition of the compilation. In the absence of proper sources of reference, the 
process of revision seems to have been a difficult one for the author and, 
though assisted by helpful criticisms from members of the Archaeological 
Department, it V'as not mitil 1925 that the book, greatlj^ enlarged in size, and 
with many illustrations, was finally submitted for approval. 

After such a lapse of time, even the original correspondence had been 
destroyed, and before any final decision about the book in its revised form could 
be arrived at, uiformation was received by Government that the author had 
died on November 14th, 1926. Further discussions ensued as to the need for 
still more revision : and finally, at the end of 1928, I was requested to make 
any additional suggestions for the improvement of the manuscript and to see 
the book through the Press. 

I utilised the opportunity of another visit to Maldah early in 1929 to check 
the author’s statements as far as possible in situ : but examination of the 
typed manuscript showed that much further revision of the book was neces- 
sary, particularly in the direction of checking the correctness of ‘the author’s 
historical references, and in removing unnecessary repetitions. The work in fact 
has since then undergone at least three revisions, twice in typescript and once 
in gaUey proof, and most of the resulting book is in consequence very 
different from the form in which it was submitted to Government in 1925. 
The section on Pandua, as well as the last chapter of the book, has had 
to be re-modelled and expanded — ^in both cases because fresh facts had 
come to light since the author’s death, and because it seemed desirable 
to treat the subject in a more detailed fashion than the late Khan 
Sahib had done. Considerable changes had also to be made in the 
first two chapters, as it was impossible to accept without reservations 
either the author’s conclusions regarding the location of Nadia and Ekdala 
(the former of which he identified with Gaur itself), or his summary of that 
period of Bengal history about 1415 A.D. which led to the establishment 
for a short time on the throne of Bengal of a Hindu dynasty belonging to 
the House of Raja Kans. The original framework of the book has 
however been preserved intact, as, short of complete rewriting, it was 
impossible to make any alteration in this respect. The brief Bibliography 
supplied by the author has been considerably enlarged and another 
Topographical Bibliography of Inscriptions added. The places mentioned 
have been twice revisited, and it is now hoped that the book in its final 
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form will be found to be u thoroughly trustworthy historical and ton,, 
graphica] guide. ^ 


II. An Autobiography was found as an appendix in the author’s iinal draft 
and m view of the untimely death of the I^an Saliib the folIo^^•ing o.xtracf 
may suitably be included in this introduction : — 

I was born m 1872 A.D. in the village of Ai-hidanga, a place aboiit IG milc.s 
north-west of the headquarters of the district of Maldah, and am the son of 
the late Haji Turab IClian of Arhidanga. He ivas the fii^t :\ruharnmadan of 
the district who educated his sons in English. In my boyhood I was educated 
in the Vernacular languages in the tillage school and afterwards acquired 
English education in the Zilla School at Maldah and in the Calcutta I^Iadrasah. 
^ly iu the Engineering line was obtained in the Eiliur School of 

Engineering at Bankipur and in the Sibpur College. I then served for o 
years as a manager of the Lidian Muhammadan Trading Company at Banldpur. 

I entered the B. TV. D. in 1899 and was jiut in charge of the special repairs 
to the old buildings at Gaur and Pandua. Since then I have been discharging 
these duties besides cairying out other Civil works of the Department . Jn 
recognition of my services, Government was pleased to confer upon me the 
title of ‘Khan Sahib’ in the year 1917. . 

“ I belong to the ancient family of the Pathan rulers of Gain and my ances- 
tors came with Eung Eii’uz Shah from Dellii and settled at Gaur. When my 
forefathers were much harassed by the Governors of the Mughal Emperors 
and their number greAv less and less, they selected a high land close to Bisiin 
Kot at Charkhi and Batna for their safe asylum ; but as the place became 
afterwards full of jungle and unhealthy, the family transferred their residence 
to the present village of Arhidanga. Eor the past GO years my two brothers 
and I have been settled at English Bazar, and my eldest brother, Khan Sfiliib 
Abdul Aziz Klian, b.l., has served as Chairman of the Enghsh Bazar Tfuni- 
cipality for several years. We belong to the Yusuf-Zai branch of the kathan 
tribe and Urdu is spoken in our famil}’- and neighbourhood. Our conversa- 
tion is very similar to that current in Delhi. Certain rites in our marriage 
ceremonies are the same as those that used to be observed in the Royal /ninlly 
at Delhi. 

“ In addition to my work on the Ruins of Gaur and Pandua, the following 
books have been imtten by me for the use of Muhammadan youths, and lhtw> 
have large sales in the market. The books marked RGand 4 havi* ail Iwen 
approved by the Te.xt Book Committee of Bihar and Orksn, and (hen- is n 
large demand for the ‘Prayer book for Muslims,’ in foreign countries, viz.. 
Trinidad, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Hongkong and CYylon 


1. Prayer book for Tlnslim.s (in English and Arabic). 

2. GuhJula-i-Hiitd (a song book in Urdu and Persian). 

3. An Urdu Primer. 

4. A Benuali I’rimer.” 


Ill A further point to wliieh it .sr'oms desirable to allude in an introdiielmn 
to an'hi-storieal work of this character, is the topograj.hical problem jurs- nten 
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b^' the two ancient capitals of Gaur and I’andua. Since the anthor’s death, 
the use of aeroplane }ihologra])hs has vea\ilted in the discovciy that, at some 
ver 3 ’^ earlj’ stage of its histoiy, tlu' town of Pandua was not less in area than 
even Gaur itself, as lines of fortitication — 5 miles a long each face — arc clearly 
visible in the ])hotograj)hs, with a large inner citadel innncdiatciN’ to the soutii- 
cast of the Adina Mosque. All the larger tanks within the fortification run 
north and south : so it is jirobahle not onlj' that the local tradition of Pandua 
being an extremely' ancient, city is jiorfectl^' correct but also that it was from 
the loot of this former Hindu cajiital that the materials for building Gaur and 
the ^Muhammadan buildings in stone at Pandua itself were obtained. It is 
too carlv 3 'ct to discu.ss the im})lica1ions of tlie discovery of .sucli a vast Hindu 
caiutal : but, a.s will now be indicated, the main tojmgrajfiiical jwoblcm of the 
rca.sons for the estalfiishment of the two cities of I’andua and Gaur is e.sscn- 
tiallj' one arising from the changes in tlie couisc of the Ganges, and certain 
other rivei-s that .still exist in this part of Bengal. 

From the annexed maj)S it, will be seen that four rivers have to be consi- 
dei-cd in this connection, three coming from the west and one from the north. 
These are — (1) the (2) the Kalivdrh on whicii English Bazar now 

stands, Avith the former site of Gaur a few miles to the south-west : (3) the 
BJidglralJil, now a mere rivulet running along the western face of Gaur : and 
(4) the Malidnandd which now joins the KrdindrI 4 miles north of English 
Bazar, with the town of Old Mfildah at the junction, and Pandua 8 miles still 
further to the north. 

There can be little doubt that both the jjresent Kiilindrl and Bhagirathi 
represent former beds of the Ganges, the first-named when the Ganges flowed 
to the north and east of the present site of Gaur, and the Bhagirathi a later 
bed, when the Ganges began to change its eourse to one further west and 
south. In still earlier times the Ganges probablj’^ flowed even further north, 
and — as the name Jluralighat, a village 3 miles to the south-west of the Adina 
Mosque, maj’’ indicate — the ancient city of Pandua was situated on its northern 
bank. From Pandua the Ganges then seems to have floAA’’ed across the 
southern portion of the present Rajshahi Division, along what is now the 
southern bed of the Atrai River, direct to Dacca and Suvamagram 
(Sunargaon), keeping the old red alluAUum of Northern and Eastern 
Bengal as its northern bank. The j\rahananda then, as norv, flowed along 
the western face of Pandua ; so that this city rvas situated at the junction of 
the two rivers, and served not only as an entrepot for other Hindu 
settlements to the north and north-east, but also as a military base for 
the control of the territory north of the Ganges. Orr'ing probably to floods 
in Northern Bengal bringing doArm the Mahananda a quantity of silt, the 
original bed of the Ganges became choked up, with the result that the 
Ganges first moved south into more or less the present bed of the Kalindri, 
the course of the Mahananda being correspondingly lengthened and Pandua 
left some miles aAvay from the Ganges. Still later, this was followed 
by a movement further west and south of the course of the Ganges, AA'hich 
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resulted in the formation of the present site of Gaur as a char (island) of the 

Ganges, with the Ganges in the present bed of the BhaglrathT, washing 
the western edge of the char. Ihoxa the former name of Lakhnautl, viz., 
Eamavati, the last named event must have been prior to the time of Enma 
Pala, i.e., 1100 A.D. ; but the discovery in 1893 by the late l\rr. U. C. 
Batavyal, i.c.s., Magistrate of Maldah, of a copper-plate grant of land 
dating from the 32nd year of the Buddhist King Dharma Pala {circa 
800 A.D.), which was found in IClialimpilr— Kholi ‘Alampur— a 
viUagc lying 6 miles east of the citadel of Muhammadan Gaiir, on 
the opposite side of the great Chatia Bhatia marsh, indicates that 
settlement on the char began at least 300 years before the time of 
Rama Pala.^ Later — ^possibly m early Muhammadan times — the Ganges 
moved still further west to more or less its present couree near Rujmahal, 
and as the present narrow Bhagirathi now looks more like an artificial 
canal than a river, it may be conjectured that the Kings of Gaur took 
steps, shortly after the last mentioned change in the course of the Ganges, 
to maintain the connection betAveen the KalindrI to the north and the Ganges 
to the south, bj^ excavating a canal for the purpose of convenient water 
transport from the western side of Gaur. 

The changes in the main Avater courses — ^particular! that of the Ganges- 
must in any case haAm been most detrimental to the health of the inhabitajit.s 
of the area involved, and, as the Khan Sahib points out in his book, the}' fully 
account for the constant changes of capital that are so marked a feature of 
the entire period of Muslim rule in Bengal. 

rSL I haAm, in conclusion, to express my best thanks to Shamsul-Ulama 
Dr. Hldayat HAisain, Principal of the Calcutta Madrasah, for much assistance 
in the rcAusion of both the manuscrijAt and proofs : to JlnulAO i\raqbrd Ahmad 
of the Arabic Department, Presidency College, for looking up many 
ences : to Mr. M. O. Carter, i.c.s,, Settlement Oflicer, Maldah, for answering 
numerous queries and, in particular, plotting the perimeter Avails of Pnndun on 
the viauza map : and to Mr. K. K. Bhattasali, Curator, Dacca IMuscum, not 
onlj’’ for criticising the first proof, but also for lending some blocks of coins as 
illustrations, from his ‘Coins and Chronology of the Early Independent 8'ul(an,s 
of Bengal.’ To Messrs. Johnstone and Hoffmann, GoA’crnment is iTidebted for 
permission to reproduce a selection of their photographs of Gaur and Pandua ; 
and thanks are also due to the authorities of the Calcutta llist<trienl .Society 
for permission to Aitilise blocks that jArcA’iou.sly ,«erved to ilhistrnt*' some 
notes on Maldah, Gaur and Pandua by the Rev. W. K. Firminger in Ih nrjnl : 
Past and Presmt (Vol. VIII— I9M— pp. 121-PJr)). The time inaj.s, plan at 
the AdTna Mosque, and reproduction of inscriptions are the careful Av7>rk of 
the iSurA'cy of India. 


WKTTj'.ns’ Binrmixfis, CAr.cTifrr.A ; 
Korctfibcr lath, 1030, 


t 
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CHAPTER I. 


Brief history of the two Cities — Gnur nncl Pnnclun. 


TiiK CoNQvnsT or ]5r,Kr.Ar by I^It-iiammab-i-Bakhtiyab Khat^ii. 


><^^AVlt, jindor Iht' iinines of I’ninrivnl! ni 
11 m one of the royal capitals of the IVil 
history does not Ix'ein iintil the Mu: 


and Lakshinanrivatl, B’as probably 
it and iS’i'ii K inf's, but its r(>eorded 
Muhnnnnailan eoiupiest of Western 
auf! Northern Benirat (Harh aiul \'ar('ndra) by Muhaininad-i-Bakhtij'ar 
Khaljl, the lieutenant of Qntbnddin .Aibak of Delhi, in the year oOf) of the 
Hijra, eorn'spondinp with 12();2 A. lb P.ai Lakslnnan Sen (better kiunvn n.s 
Lakhan Sen) who had renainerl (lanr Lakslnnanavati after his own name, Bas 
then Kine of Beufral, and Muhammad. i-Bakhtiyar. advaneine ra])idly by the 
soulh-east<>rly road from Bihar, surprised him in his eajiitnl of Nadia on the 
Bhrmlralln river (now represented by Nabadwlp. a little to the B’o.st of 
Krishnagar). Lakhan Sen esoaju-d, first possibly to his otlaw capital at 
Lakslnnanavati. and then to Snnarfiaon in ICastern Bengal where his 
descendants continued to rule for another century. Muhammad-i-Bakhtiyar 
folIoB'cd him ns far ns LakhsmanavatT, which was then established ns 
the chief seat of Muhammadan ])ower in Bengal and is henceforward 
knoBu by a .shortenetl fonn of the old name, viz., Lakhnauti. Fcb' 
traces of Sen rule in Gaur and Northern Bengal can 710 b- Ix' found, but 
the name of Lakhan Sen’s father Ballal Sen jirobably still survives in the 
najuo Balird Bari or Baghbarl, B-hich is aj)plied to the fortified area at tho 
northern extremity of Gaur (r?V/n Plate II). 

Lakhan Sen is .said to liave been a King of con.siderable pOB-er in tho 
earlier part of his reign. His lerritori(‘s Bcre invaded by the iBusalmjins 
when he B’a.s SO years of age. He had three sons, i\radhab Sen, Kcsliab 
Sen and BisB'arup vSen, by tB'o B-ives named Basudcvl and Ballava Devi 
Halayudha Msra B'as Ins Minister. 


Soothsayers of Raja Lakhan Sen. 

The Tabaqdi-i-Nasiri^ says tliat a number of astrologers and counsellors 
presented themselves before the Raja, Avhom the author calls Rai Laldimaniah, 
and represented to him, that in the books of their ancient sages, it had been 
foretold that the country B'ould fall into the hands of the Toorks (Musalmans), 
and that when that should come to pass, the reigning Raja could do no better 
than consent to his subjects, as B'ell as himself, fleeing elsewhere, so that they 

^Raverty’s Trans,, Vol. I, pp. C66-673. 
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might escape from the molestation of the Illechchas (imclcan ones). Tlio 
Raja asked the astrologers whether any token had been given in the ancient 
books Avith regard to the identity of the leader of the Muslim troops, .so tliat 
he might not be mistaken. Tlie soothsayers replied that the indication of 
this leader would be that, when he stood upright and let his hands hang by his 
sides, lus fingers would reach beyond the point of his knee-joints to bis calves. 
On receiving this answer, Laklian Sen deputed trustworthy persons to mak-e 
investigations, who found in Muliammad-i-Balditiyar the peculiarity men- 
tioned, and mformed the Raja accordingly, * 


Muhamsiad-i-Bakhttyak’-s easy conquest of Bengal. 

Their report produced a great commotion among the Brahmins and wise 
men, chiefs and lords of the country, who arc said to have retired hastily into 
the province of Sankanat (possibly Northern Bengal), the cities and towns of 
Bang (Eastern Bengal), and towards Kamiiid (Kiimrup, i.e., A.ssam); but Rai 
Lakhmaniah was not then willing to abandon lu's kingdom. The following 
year after that, JIuhammad-i-Balditiyar prepared a force and, marching from 
Bihar, suddenly appeared before the city of Nadia. He had advanced so fa.st 
that no more than 18 horsemen could kcej) up with him, the other troops 
following far behind. He entered the city unopposed and, as has already 
been stated, captured it in the year 1202 A.D. Tlic Tabaqal slato.s that Bai 
Lakhmaniah was then sitting in liis inner apartment with his food set Ijefoit? 
him on gold and silver plates, wlien the sudden onrush of JIuhammad-i-Bakh- 
tiyar struck terror into his heai’t and the Rajii ran out barefooted and fled.’ 
His treasures, harem, slaves, servants and elephants all fell into the raider’s 
hands. Muhammad-i-Bakhttyar then caused the Khvtbah to be ix'ad, and 
coins struck in the name of Qutbuddin Aibak, bis immediate superior at Delhi. 
After the conquest of Bengal, Mubarnmad-i-Bakhttyar o.stablished mosqne.-^, 
colleges and rest-houses for dervishes in that province and made LakhnantT 
the scat of his government. In 1205 A.D. he led an exjM'dition into 'libet 
which was not succe.ssful. In this expedition he sutTen'd much, and. after 
losing many of his soldiers and high officers, ultimately got back to Dcvlcot, 
his northern military outpost near Gangarrim])ur (18 miles south of ninnjpiir). 
On arrival at Devkot ho fell ill and .shut himself uj) and no mon' rode out into 
the stn'cts, for whenever he did so, widou's and orphan'^ of the solflieO' atid 
otliccrs who had fallen in this unluek}' expedition, used to eiir''’ and abij^>* 
him. He dic'd at Dc'vkof after ruling as Governor of Bengal for thn'o vr-ars. 
Some .say that ‘AlT-i-Mardan assassinated liim. 


* Then* ati itUon-stiia: dniwiit;: l>y Mr. .Sunasilrn NA'h O of » 

ilhi-st ratt-'i t!a’ flielU of tfuj's LukJiiui Sen. It !h- tu'at'fi '■ 

Imnlly to walk. only n sic'-'t lisJf rovrriti;! loi Im-i*. , ontf t ...... 

on n ►tii-J;. stcisling tlou'n lii'i palsi-f •■ttstri ttnanbark inn ko''.! vo:!'.-!! its.' •••I'.-iy r-t fL 
foot of tho to oss-ive ia'iti. 'i‘h<' bou- of tijo Ihi'-I ti rhai-vl fiki'ci f •• ' •’ L 
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Subsequent history of Bengal. 

From the time of Muhammad-i-Balditiyar Khalji (1202-05) doivn to that 
of Qadar Khan (1325-38) Bengal formed a dependency of the throne of Delhi, 
but after the death of Qadar IClian in 1338 Bengal was ruled by its omi Kings 
who were quite independent of the Kings of Delhi. 


Bengal Independent. 

Within the 14 years following 1338 Haji Ilyas brought the whole country 
under his rule and made Pandua — the ancient Hindu city 20 miles north- 
east of Lakhnauti — the capital of Muslim Bengal. It was after this 
change of the seat of Government that he made his stand against the 
powerful invasion of Firuz Shah of Delhi in 1354 at Ekdala, a great earthen 
fort surrounded by marshes, a possible site of which may be the present 
village of Murcha, about 14 miles up-stream from the junction of the 
Kahndri udth the Mahananda (vide later p. 23). 

Sikandar Shah I, the son of Ilyas Shah, also made Pandua his seat of Gov- 
ernment which remained with his family till about 1410 when Raja Kans 
(or Ganesh) set up a short succession of puppet kings beginning with Saifuddin 
Hamzah Shah, in whose name he ruled. The Raja’s son Jalaluddin Muham- 
mad (alias Jadu), Avho had embraced Islam, first came to the throne of Bengal 
in 1415 A.D., and held his court at Pandua, where his tomb — the Eklakhi 
Mausoleum — still forms one of the most picturesque objects of tlxis deserted 
place. 


Changes of the Capital. 

From Muhammad-i-Bakhtiyar Kdialji to Qadar Khan the Viceroys retained, 
their capital at Lakhnauti (Gaur), but when the Kings of Bengal established 
their independence they made Firuzabad (Pandua) the seat of Government. 

“ The causes of this transfer are nowhere stated ; but it was obviously 
connected with the changes in the river courses, making Lakhnauti unhealthy 
and uninhabitable. The various civil wars, with repeated phmderings of the 
city, might have hastened the transfer.”^ 

The return of the capital from Firuzabad to Gaur was probably effected in 
the reign of Mahmud I (1442-59). This transfer v^as again largely due to 
physical changes in the locality. “After much fluctuation, the Ganges seems 
to have found a comparatively stable course on the west of the city, and its 
floods probably raised the level of the city on its eastern part. By high em- 
bankraents on the cast and west, it became now practicable to make the city 

. ^Vide Monmohan Chakravarti’s “ Notes on Gaur," etc. (Journal asid. Proceedings of the 
Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. V — 1909 — , No. 7, pp. 204-234). 
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habitable : and the deep stream flowing on the west must liave greatly faci- 
litated trade. On the other hand, the river receded from Pandua and made it 
less accessible and more unhealthy. A change in the djmasty also facilitated 
the removal.”^ 

Sulaiman KararanI subsequently removed the capital from Gaur to Tnnda 
(still further to the south-west) in 1565. This removal was similarlv caused 
by changes in the course of the Ganges, the difficulty of communication, and 
the unhealthiness of Gaur from its malarious surroundinsis. 

Khan, Khdn-t-Khaiidn^ the first Viceroy of Akbar, retransferred 
the seat of Government from Tanda to Gaur in 1575, but tlic rains of that year 
caused an epidemic from Avliich numberless people died and tlie Viceroy 
himself fell a victim. Tlie seat of Government vas then hurriedly taken 
back to Tanda. 

In 1595 Raja Man Singh removed the scat of Government from Tanda to 
Rajmahal on the other side of the Ganges. Fluctuations in the river course 
were again probably the main cause of tlic transfer. After the removal of 
the capital, Tanda dwindled away, and was ultimately destroyed 1)3' the floods 
of 182G. VHien Islam Ivlian was the Subadar of Bengal the scat of Govent- 
ment was transferred to Dacca about 1612. Tlic main reasons for this removal 
was to deal with a fresh Afghan rebellion under TJsinan, as well as to check 
incursions b}’' the Arakanese. During the A'icerox'alt}^ of Prince Shah Shuja*. 
Rfijmahal became again the capital of Bengal 

In 1660, Mir Jumla, the first Governor of Aurangzlb, again transferred tlje 
capital to Dacca. 

In 1704 Murshid Quii Jvlian for the last time removed the capital from 
Dacca to i\Iurshidabrid. and this place remnined tlie scat of Moslem rnh* till 
the battle of Plasse}'.^ After 1757, Calcutta finallv became tla^ eafutal of 
Bengal, as well as — until 1912 — tlie capital of India. 


or. Chakravnrti (idan). 

It may Ix> noted that according to Cimninghain (op. clt, pp. 41 and llo) nnin#‘ 
Gaur is j)robably derived from Gur^ the coinnnn Benjrali word for or rnw 

sugar. Kven now, sugar-cane is extensively grown tlinjtjghotit ih*' f»f the 

former province of Gaur (or Varendra, as it was tiUo called), anil CuTuhnghnm -t?* 
the city might Imve l>ecn the marl where all the sugar of the northern di^trirt.x 
collected for exportation. Similarly the name of the pargana Audamfriint. in uhad: 
Tatula was situated, was probably derived from the name of n well kuoun varn !y td 
sugar-cane. 

A still carli(‘r capital of the provirav (OUh — SOU Ad>.) 
the prt'setd Maha-^than nii the riviT Knnitoya, 7 mil* 

Bogra. Ciiiuungham cousitlers that the wonl Paund 
natne of the pale-yi4Iow .^ugar*cane ; %vhile lie 

M a has than, 7^afnra Dartrnzah, with the red or < 

He further surge^t^^ that the Tamerae, a js-ople | 

IfiO A J>.) to the eabt of tlie head of the (wmtenie dr*!;^^ 
and tisat th*ar catntnl, TagiiJU H. h. 
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of whom all but the last were practicallj’^ independent and minted coins: in 
their oum names. Jalaluddin and Ghiyasuddin were permitted to strike coins 
by their father Shamsuddin Firuz Shah during his life time, so may lx* 
regarded as joint rulers. After the accession of Sultan :^ruhammad Tughlaq 
to the throne of Delhi Governors were also appointed in Bengal, one of 
whom was Qadar Khan (1325-38). 

Owing to the tyranny and cruelty of Sultan Muhammad Tughlaq and tlie 
frequent outbreaks of famine, the Delhi Empire had become too weak to hold 
firmly outlying Provinces. Malik Fakliruddin, one of tlie Amirs of Qadar 
Klian, proclaimed his independence at Sunargaon (in Eastern Bengal) — ])ro- 
bably in 1338 — under the title of Fakhruddin Mubarak Shah; and shortly after- 
wards ‘All Mubarak, another Amir, killed Qadar Klian and became for a short 
time King of Lakhnauti under the title of Alauddin Abfd 3Iuzafiar ‘AIT Shah. 
He in turn was slain b 3 ’’ one Ilyas, who thereafter ruled over Northern nn»l 
Western Bengal under the title of Shamsuddin Ilyas Shah. Sultan Fakh- 
ruddin continued to reign at Sunargaon till 1349 Avhen he died and was suc- 
ceeded by his son Ikhti 3 ’aruddln GhazI Shah : but two or three 3 ’cars later, in 
1352, the latter seems to have been conquered 1 ) 3 ' Il 3 'as Shah,- who thus at last 
became ICing of the whole of Bengal. 



j, — CoiN.s or lKHTiyAiun>Pl.x OnAzI Ruah 
(L oft 753 -A.H. : Bight 750 .A.H. : both of SunArgAori). 

Bcgarding these rival Kings, the JiiyuzH-s-Solfitlu has the following 

" It is said that Malik ‘All Mubarak, who, n.s King, was styled .Sultan ‘Ala- 
uddin, was one of the trusted servants of Malik Ilruz (subsequent I 3 ' 1 iru/. 
Shah III of Delhi] and Jlalik Firuz was a brother’s son'of .Sultan Ghiynsnddlr> 
Tughlaq Shah, and a paternal cousin of Sultiin Mjihammad .‘^hnlu in Da- 
first 3 'ear of his reign, made Malik Firuz liis chief executivi* f)frieer (A d >f> hnrlal). 
Now at this time, Hajl ll 3 'as, the foster-brother of ‘.All .Mubarak, did fonu- 
thing wicked and fled from Delhi. .Malik Flrtiz asked ’AH .Mubarak uhat 
had become of Hajl Ilvns. ‘All Midmrak went in soareh f.f him ; arid wla-n he 
found no trace of him, he tohl Malik Finr/. that Hnji Ilyas bad nm av.«y, 
Firuz seokled him anrl told him to leave his pns*.nee. 'All MulAnik then 
started for B'-ngal. On his way, he had a <lream atifi saw tb- r. vered s\mi 
Makhdrim .ralrduddlnTabrlzI,. .. .who .said to him. *1 ujll vive tlee ih- kmgd. an 
of Bengal, but thou wilt lia%'e to Imild me a shrin*'. .^■b Mifbsr.J- pu- tb 
finger of aceeptance <ui his eve, nnfl asked a\hen- it wa- to K- Imilt Ih' - ..u- 
rvplied, ‘In the town of Bandu.a, at a place uhen- thotr viU o- thr>-e 
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one ov('r the othor, ntul hclow thorn n firsh n^so of otio iHitultx’d potfilM.’ When 
‘AIT Muhrirnk nrriv(*(l in ITotigal ho ontonnl tho sorvioo of Qn<hir Khrm ftlio 
ImiK'rinl Ciovornor of Lnklinaiit!]. and nltiinal<^ly ivooivod tho command 
{bnMilnijnn) of tho army. B\it whtm Fnkhrndditi n'vollod against Qadar 
Khun. and. after killing his mastor. jiroolaitnod himsolf King. ‘AIT Muliarak 
also proolainuul himsolf King, umlor tho tith' of Sidt.un ‘Alfniddin. llo then 
made war upon I'akhruddTn. and avenged (the tnnrdor <tf) his mast<’r. I’osting 
a garrison in LakhmmtT, ‘Alanddin marol\od to subjugate other jiarts of Bengal ; 
but frojn tho time ho introdneod th(' K/iiilIxih, and striiok coins in his owji name, 
ho booame intoxioatod witli In.xury and s»io<’oss and thus forgt)t tho instruction 
of tho saint. One night .lah'dnddTn again app*'an‘d to him and said, ‘ 0 
‘AlauddTti. thou art now King of Bengal, but tlioiJ hast forgotten my word.’ 
The King next day soandiod for tho brioks. and found them just as tho saint 
iind do.«cribod. 'J’hon.' ho built a siin'no, traces of which still o.visl. to this day. 
Kow abotit this time MajT Ilyas also arrived in Pantbia. S(dtan ‘.MruiddTn 
put him into prison for som(> tinu^ ; Init, at last, at tiio napiost of his mother 
who had boon Sultan ‘AlauddTn’s fost<‘r mother, he sot him at liberty, and 
giving him a post, allowed him to come to oourl. llajT Ilyas iji a .short time 
found moans to gaijj over tho army, killed .MauddTn with the help of the e\i- 
nuehs and proclaimed himself King und('r the name of SIuunsuddTn Bhangra.”* 


.SnAMsrni>T.v Ir.v.Ts 8hah {l.‘l.‘U)-5S). 

After tho year when Ilyas 8hah became King of tho whole of Bengal, 

the country attained groat jwosjierity. He extendcfl his kingdom further 
west a.s far as the territory of Benares. This led the Kmj)eror Firfr/. Bhah III 


*ThiK nnino is in(’om‘ct, Jiharir/ra licing only a niokimmo to indicate Ins addiction to 
a pnepamtion of hoinp (hhnng), Tlyas’ full rc;:nal title wan Sluun.suddnniya wn-d- 
dln Abfd Mn/.aiTar Ilyas Shrdi. 

Tho nceoiint of tlio IViyaz is valuable, in showing the pnndou.s rxdnfion of ‘Alauddm, 
SlmmsuddTn and Firuz Slmb, but probably docs not f:ivo tho ontirc story. Tho KUli 
Cent. Porsinn Ms,, wljieh was obtained by lJuchanan Hamilton from Pandna, stat<?s 
that the reason for which ‘Alfuiddln liatl to leave Delhi was timt his foster brother Hujl 
Ilyas bad seduced one of Flrfr/Zs women, Klrfr/, sent ‘Alaiiddln to the Governor of 
Bengal (called in the ]Ms. Azrnat Khan — ? A'/arnti-M\hdk, Midmnimad bin Tughlnq's 
Governor of Sntgaon) and on tho way ho met Shaikh .Talfd Tabii/J wlio projdicsiod that 
lio would be 3ving and requested that ‘Alanddin would then bestow an endowment on 
him. On arriving in Bengal, ‘Alauddin (in order presumably to prevent himself from 
being killed or otherwise punisbed) at once killed the Governor and liaving seized tho 
sovereignty styled himsolf Mxtkhtar. [Tliis ofTico he is said to have hold for tho im- 
possible period of 20 years.] 

As ‘Alauddin probably neglected tlio Saint, Shah Jalal is said to liavo then assisted 
Sharnsuddm to kill ‘Alauddin, after which Shamsuddin assumed tho title of King, and 
fixed tho seat of liis Govonimont at Pandua, Tiioro Slmmsuddin built a gmat palaco, 
and he also made war on Ibnlhlm, the Governor of Bihar. This, and other mattem, caused 
his old master Firuz Shah (who became Emperor of Delhi in 1351) to invade Bengal, as is 
narrated subsequently. — H. E. S. 
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of Delhi to declare ^va^ against him. The Emperor reached Denual in 13 .^ 
and Iljnis having abandoned the citj’’ of Pandiia took refuge in the fort of 
Ekdala. In a battle that followed the son of Il.yas Shah wa.s ca})t tired by 
the Emperor, and, according to Shams-i Siraj AfTf, the death roll of Bengal 
soldiers amounted to one hundred and eighty thousand. The -weeping 
wives of the soldiers, saj^s the historian, appeared on the ram]iarts of Ekdfda 
vdth their veils removed, at which the Emperor relented and ordered hosti- 
lities to cease. While the siege of Ekdala Avas going on a Fnqlr named Baja 
BWabani, avIio Avas greatly reA'ercd by Ilyas Shah, died. Ilyas, on hearing of 
the death of the came out of the besieged fort in the garb of a incfiuli- 

cant, and after performing the funeral ceremonies of the Faqir. actually intor- 
A'icAA'ed the Emperor in his camp, and then returned to Ekdrda. The Emperor 
afterAA'ards came to learn of all this and is said to liaA'e been great 1a' jilea.^ed 
at the boldness of Ilyas. The Avar closed AA'ith a peace, bj' AA'hieh Ilyas Shah 
AA'as made to paj’^ tribute to the Emperor, aa’Iio ordered the release of Ilyas 
Shah’s son and the other captives. 


2 , — Corns OK bHAMsunnl.s- Ti.a’as S'iiaii. 


Obverse. — A^'-Sultun al-'Adll S/iam>tiid(hini;/ii iradilUi Ahfd Mtnnfjnr 
Ib/ds Sfiah A^-SuJtdn, 

Rovoi-sc * — Sikandar atlidhrml YnmlnnUKhihlfitt Ndylr Ainirub 
Muyniniti . 

Margin of Kovoivo of rightlmnd coin : — 
hxAiazmt Jalitl SunnrgrtniF Ftuudt fhaJatlt frn 
saba* jnVaiin Suitnrrjdnir : Year 7d-l 

From tlic dates ijivcn bv the iiuthorofthc ^J'Gbnqril-i-Ahf^itri it upjH\nr- that 
Firfiz Shnh took about five months to reach l^k<lala from l)(’lhi and that, af t**r 
stopping in Bengal for about Iavo months, he to<jk three mid Imlf rnonthh 
more in going back to Delhi. 

As regards the identifi(Mition of the site of tlie strong fort at Kl:da!a tie* 
following statements ait‘ useful : — 

Ziyatuhlin Buriuu states tliat it was near Pandua, fin* anth'>r‘«»f tin* 
on the other hand ajipanmtly thiiiks that it wa^ ehee in (Jaur, ma! -tntr tlint 
Husain Shah later made it his favourite resifltuire in pr»denae t‘ to both (*anr 
and Pmidun. 8hajn<‘d-Siraj ’Afif nders to the * idan<b of Ki;drd;i/ 1 he rib- 
of Fkdrda might he definitely settled by Ijnding tiie tomb of M.tkhdum 
.Rujfi Bivabauk bn* it was probably li^’ar Ivhdalri, th:U Ha]i 

cmne out f>f the fnrt in di-ion^e mifl ajteeah d tie' fitn‘'r*d od*- v, a'. b> .a d 



^trAunns or u wu and rANOt'A. 


hy Firor Shn!r th«' ‘.it\u^tinD nf llivnt^'onV tnioli Inv*^ loov j<lrt\f iiircl 

nt foijr nu!»'‘» ^ :v*i of \\\v A^luiu ^!t»’ 4ir\ \i may fairly 1>«’ ?5aitl 

that t!;o fort lCk*lrdn inti» t hav<^ Iv rU rhv t* (o l*ataltm ; ntal tlu’ iiov't jirohalflo 
* tMMir* to tho urit^^r to hf* tip' iiM fort of Ih^rurKot r>r Kalapahar-r^^thi 
nt hailt hy (JlnyriouMiti airl tarht mih'^. ur.‘4 of 

PiMuhtn. *iho <h*^ t'liptson^ «4 lh<' fort <*f MUdula n hv tin* oM hj^torian*^ 
no* nho o\a<‘tly appUralih* to tlp' {»D'««’rD 5*ito, vi/,., th*’ plao/* i«; *4 ill Mirrcaurl- 
vi\ hy nn ontthrji rampart a?al t}a*o^*tDral porticui i'* jir^t lihoan i*lruai. II )uo‘ 
n hie j7o/ u?sth<’ north f oxtrjphnr a hme from ra*4 to wr^A ami 

it \y-\M fornt^^ly prot^ i 5 hy th»* *h n'”^ jnnrl^' IChhanna on llio w#- t hhh\ 

It \\\\< nl^'O t‘om^'rto4 ^^i^h sln‘ riv^ r KAlimlrl to tho <uut)) hy n wator* 
vour^i\ A< ror\Hnr h^ Ihri^Jita. tlo' p)r»oi*'r\ns nhiail ‘o-vm /<o frojn th** (5nDpa5i 
\vh5<"lt iy "*1iU inon* «»r h th»' r:r,*\ It jti tln^t l^inu* Slmh ^'nrampe*! 

tm t!to pJniu t»f f'irDnhiar ott tfio mA{o of Murofja, rprtain 

nunnal^^ ?’tUl r\i»4 imliratini! tlp’ tntipl: p< of hi^ puf\» 

7 *»ay‘ ill at rft/*r tin* vith Piru;^. Nhali Stilt/in 

ShannoahlJn r^'nt onvoy* t*? tin* of l)«'llu *»u fovrta) ’Jim 

last %vn< in 7oS A H. A IhJ ^^ithnrtly ^‘^arly in tlo’ Vour ^^Inn la' 

Malik lajsnhHn %uth many prv ^nit ^ mrl In rattnn SnitAn i’^iruv Shah 

,**rnt lrif»m I> hoi Arah ami Tn hor-^ ^* toe'*th* r uit)j otlan* vnhmhio pro. 

lh*foD% houpVrr, tiny I'uultl nrriva’ SuUAn Shain^anhUn Inul in 
Ik'Drak 7 In* ap|v/n!ijtr" *4 noin^ of Uiu i^on Silonnlar Shah in tin* ^anm ymr 
tnmfirnt'^ thi^ runntu^ioiu 


SiKANDAit Shah 1 (KSAS ih)), 

Sikamlar Shnlj U ^iai»^ U> hnvo Iw^nn hujr rnhit^ {">ix h-nt) in hninht anronlinu 
t4r) tin* moasun* <jf hi*> own linn, from ulhnh hn im* iaanmonly known n*^ Silcumlar- 
i-f'howlniltn. l^irfrA Sliah m^nain invn^hal Ikni^'a! in thn vnar af(»*r Silcumlur 

Mt tip* Imjj Jhn! Miin'hM.Jlral A!/i 1^* r*»rn'**t, il iai|>lir » ihiil llyA’i NhAli, 

UiNt^’n*! ti( r»*liniur. o» iH*tntj>y a po^tiiai ilut? *a<iuM hnth <J»nir ami fNiialtia. 

1 1 i*\plaifp> U'hy Damltnt n'p.s ijta p)i»ri<|''n*tL 'I ta' #»rjf'<-(iaa i*» that th<* rjafiu* 

IvlaliMn <l<v^ jtat lo l>^*^tiU a|♦J»lir^l co ntty in thr» vii’jniiy n( Murrlai. Mon*ov<'r, 

iw tlip Mk. from Pataitm, from whirh tia* nmnuxt nf D<*iir:al lu»itory ni''**a hy HtU’luman 
Hamilton anil l’*rani'Ul)j» i'< fi**riv<Mh Hint*o that IlyA*? Sljali n»!in»(l |t» (fhortlf;h*lt, I am mrm* 
{jirlincil to ivt;n*o with Wo^tmamtl (.1. A. S. Ik* IH74, pp, iJttaJto) tlitD I'«laluta ia t!u» 
plin.v* of t)ia! norno itk tlu* Hhiajpar Ai^ariot* J5 nalo?? \x‘o*a ttf (♦ImrAf'hrit ami ;]^1 
north of Pandua. Part of thl« nila i*< still c-allod Qn^Udh (oitathd) ; ami I hava raf*ant« 
ly confirnu’d tu >*r/r/ not <inly WoKttmiantt V Hii^'rra/aioti that thi<; nita is r«ntllv tin* Hialala 
of h'lHtory (whtah* acaonling to tha Ilasaiu Shah nauh* hu^ favonrita raniclanro ami 

from wlileh Im want avary yaar on foot to I^uahui* to visit (ha shrina of Xur Quth), htit 
alao mjahannn Hamilton *h aliitamant (hat iliiaain Shall )in<I anothar rasidanaa at a 
plaao — Hiill ( alla<l Clitiotn Parna — nanr Kiiiprnj, 18 inilaH furth(»r from tins h^Udala to 
the nortli. 

Bolbarl in a loaal name for the village lialihark hut, aa was pointad out to mo by 
' AFr, M. Carter, i.c.s., SettUMnont Onicer, Mrildah. the f^ruvo in quention ik at the villago 
of Ahnri.spur, immediately to the norili. 'J'ho naint i.s aallad hy ilia villa^^ors Hazrat 
Hlyabank or kSakra Pirk — H. 10. S. 
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Shah’s accession but was bouglit off by a present of 40 elephants and other 
gifts, and tliereafter the reign of Sikandar Shall was one of great ]K*aee and 
p^ospe^it 3 ^ He spent many j^ears of his reign in building the Adina Mosque. 



3 . — Obvkrses of two coins of Sifandak SirAii in thk Indian 
IVI usBUM Cabinet, the fiest with IVIint Chawaetstan oh KamhO : 

THE SECOND OF SunaRGANW, DaTK IN llOTH CASKS 750 A.H. 

Heading of area : — Ynmin KhalJfaf AUnl/i 
N a>s I A^nlr id- M nmimn. 


Heading of margin : — Dnrh hadha-s-sikknU 
JMrdk CJuiwcdisiCin Uirf *Ars'fih KCnnru (ri^ht 
linnd coin Huzrat JalCd Sttnunjttvw] 
tisa^ ICO khamsin 7ca s(ih*a mVaiin. 


GhivasuddIn A'zaai Shah (1:]00-1410). 

Ghiyasiiddm Avas in revolt against his father Sikandar Shah in Easlern 
Bengal for some years before lie came to <ho tlnono. Mo irhiinately 
marched against his father aiul attacked him with a large* army at 
Gofilpriru (possibly tlie village three miles to the sout!DW(\-4t of tiu* Aditm 
Mosque) where Sikandar Shah was killed about tin* yi‘ar l!5!H)d 


Ankcdotes or GniVAsmois, 

Ghiyasuddin was a good rukw and adlu'red striediy to tin* injunct irms of tin* 
Quran. In proof of this the following anecdotes are relate<l of him in tin* 
Jiij/dzn-^'-Saldnn. One day, whik* the King was annising hifu^-clf in flte pr/H‘- 
tice of archery, one of his arrows by clmnee wotmd(al a boy. tie* j,on (d a widow. 

woman immediatidy repaircMi to the trilmnal of tlj(’ tyi’/I {dnd<r*d Sirajud* 
din, nrifl demanded jnsti(?iK d'he Judge was f^'-rjd^KSed and saifl to hirmejf, 

“ If 1 summon the King to my t’onrt, I shall run the rok of Isdng dia*l>**yerl, 
and if J pass ov<»r Jiis tran’-grvs^ion, I sliall be one /ley summom d fs fore tie* 
Court of Allah to answer f*>r my neglect of duty/ Aft /rime-h relif-t tion he 

ord(*nsl a ]H*on to go and siimnnm the King to r Ire' iranplaiot o« tie- 

woman. ^J'he ]>f’on. finding to the Kine impo^-ib!^ . ec.crnd' d t!sv miretret 

of th<‘ nuwfjtio adjoininir tie* prdacie, and at an impo^li r inair <'.;H<'d fSw * 


^ re/' |K 1 te, n?id 
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to prayers. The King, hearing his voice, onion'd .some of his guards to bring 
before him the man who thus made a mocl\ery of i-eligion. 

When the i)oon wn.s lu'ought into (he Koyal jm;sence, lie briefly related the 
circumstances, and concluded by summojiing His i\rajesty lo the Qa/.i’s tri- 
bunal. Tlie King instantly obeyed, and the Judge, witliout pajdng liim atiy 
mark of inspect, said tohitnin a tone of authority, “ Yoii have wounded the 
son of this poor widow, and you must thenJore immcdiatel5’makc licr adequate 
com])cnsation, or suffer the sentence of the Law.” The King bowed, and 
turning to the woman gave her such a sum of mono}' ns satisfied her : after 
which he said, ” Worthy Judge, the complainant has forgiven me.” The Qazi 
asked the woman if this was a fact, and if she was satisfied. The woman said, 
“ Yes, I am satisfied.” The Qaz! then came down from his tribunal, and made 
his obeisance to the King, who, drawing a sword from beneath his garment, 
said, “ Qa'/.i, in obedience to j'our commands as the expounder of the Sacred 
Law, I came instantly to your tribunal ; but if I had found that j'ou deviated 
in the smallest degree from its ordinances, 1 swear that with this sword I wotdd 
have taken off your head. I return thanks to Allrdi that matters have thus 
happily terminated, and that I have in my dominions a Judge who acknow- 
ledges no authority superior to the Law.” The Judge taking up a scourge said, 
“ I also swear ])y Almighty Allfdi that if jmti had not comjilicd with the in- 
junctions of the Law, this scourge woidd have made your back red and black ; 
it has been a day of trial for us both,” and he added ” A calamity has come but 
it has ended well.” The King was greatly pleased and handsomely rewarded 
the upright Judge. 

Ghtyasuddln was of a gay and convivial disposition, but once, when in 
Eastern Bengal, having for some time suffered from a severe illness, he 
despaired of bis life and directed that when he was dead three of his favourite 
concubines, whose names were Sarv (C,ypress), Gnl (Rose) and Ldlah {7'uh'])), 
should wash his body. The ICing soon afterwards recovered, but the other 
women of the harem, being envious of the favourites, conferred on them 
the oiDprobrious title of “ Ghassalah ” (Washers of the Head). In con- 
sequence of this the favourites complained to the King, Avho, after thinking 
for some time, uttered the following extempore hemistich ” Saqi Hadis-i- 
Sarv u Gxil u Ldlah Mlratoa'd ” [Cup bearer ! this is the story of 
the Sarv (Cypress), the Gul (Rose) and the Ldlah (Tulip)]. But in spite 
of several attempts, he could not finish the verse, nor could any of 
the poets of his Court, to his satisfaction. He therefore -wrote out the 
hemistich and sent it, accompanied with a valuable present, by the hands 
of a special messenger, to the celebrated poet Hafiz of Shiraz, in Persia'," 
in the year 1388. The messenger was also authorised to offer the poet any 
terms that might induce him to come and reside at the Court of Bengal. 
It is said that as soon as the messenger arrived in Shiraz, the poet, without 
having been informed of any of the circumstances, but as if by inspiration, 
uttered the second hemistich. ” In bahs bd Saldsil-i-ghassdla mtrawad ” 
(This story relates to the three bathers). After this, Hafiz composed a Ghazal, 
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still to be foiind in his Dhvan, each verse of which terminates with the word 
miraicad. The original Persian text of the Ghazal is given below : followed by 
H. BickneH’s free translation of the first three verses, the fifth, and the Inst 
verse of the poem — 

(jJt «J: b 

W 



XjJ 

a)Do 


; J — / 






6 e-* 





<5J A— 

.r ^jU ^ ^3 






jXm V — fjloi jO 

; 

y 


(jJ 1 ^ 

iJ^<i y}s^ 




»' — ^ j' — > 

<jJD jO «ol — > isJ\j j; 

^ i IbijJ . — s-'"< 

yi ; *A/ u<>*. 

0;.A^ Jl; 3 1 CJ^ r/ '5' 

5*»c ..j) b3o 3 

47 . c - ^ 

0^,A/* *Jl — ) libi-j 

tiilAX C)^ ) 

3' ^ y^'* 

sriqi ! The cypress, rose, and tidip our gay 
discourse ins{)iit.‘s : 

With brinuning cups that thrice are emptie<l. 
the topic fails to tire. 

Dritjk wine ! t.ur blooming bride, the meiebiw, 
shines ft'rtb in beauty s height , 

No need of the D.'dilah’s pnietirs. while 
days like the-e de!ii.'ht. 
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Hou li!!|»py iti tln ir ,'<!ir;nr-j«>rl<iiir! (lifNc 
Imii.'in pnrrots nil. 

Who hniKjUf't *i!t this (’nmly 

t r.ui‘'tnit t' li to H'-nunl. 


I'roju tin- j;,Mnh n. ri''!i with nowcrs, 

till' IitT’cri' of sprint.' tinn* hluws, 

.\nil uinc nithin tin* tnlipV rlmliri', 
from liinpiti •ii’W drops flows. 


t) HAii;'. for ‘h>' love thou hriirost 
.‘suit an (duy'isntidin. 

Itn nS; : for i-onijdainint' rndy 

<;iti fiinln- thy lot sen-no. 

Tliotiph Hrdi/. piolt.ihly rh-sircd t<i aociipt the iiivitnt i<in he foan-d tin- trouhlc 
• if the lou',: joiiim-y. and finally dt-clined tla* Kinji’s ofTc-r to n-sidi* at hi.s court. 

SuUat) ( Ihiyri'-nddln w.is a fellow student fif Hav.r.'it Xur (jtnthnl 'Alain 
ffhh later ]>. l(lfi) ; they hoth .studied 'J'heolo^y under a tenelicr called 
Hntnidiiddin. 


Srror.ssou.‘i or- flmvAsmiiis. 


After rJhiyrisnddln's death, a short period of Ilindn domination seem.s to 
have begun, lliringh fJhiya.smhlln wa.s nrdunllj- sncceedefl hy hi.s .son .Saifnddin 
Hnmzah .Shah. .SaifuddTn reigned for only a short time — possibij- 1-111-12. 
On the coins he is railed .Saifnddin Ahfd Mnjrdiid linnr/.ah Shah, son of A'z.nn 
Shah. The coins i.ssued hy Iiim wen; struck at FiiTr/.rdiad (or Panduah). 

After Saifnddin, a certain .Slmmsuddin alias .Shihrdniddin Baya'/,id Shah 
came to tlio throne — jios.sibly for two or throe yeans (1412-l.i). .In 817 A.H. 
(1414 A.D.) the coinage show.s that ‘Alauddin Firilz Shah sncccccled liisfatlier 
Shihrdmddin, but njiparcntly he only survived for a short period — perhaps 
less than one year [vida the coins of Bayazid and Firuz Shah, illustrated bj' 
Nalini Kanta Bhaitasali in liis “Coins and Clironology of tlie Early Indopcnd- 
ent Sultans of Bengal,” Plates VI and VII).' The last three Kings were 
probably only puppets of a certain Baja Kans, or Ganesh, who had obtained 
control of Bengal after the death of Ghiyasuddin. He began to oppress the 
Muhammadans, and In’s M’liolcsale murders and other acts of cruelty so 
sti'ained the patience and forbearance of Hazrat Nur Qutbul ‘Alani 


MEMOIltS OF GAUR AND PANDDA. 

who was the' spiritual leader both of the late King and his Mnsalman 
subjects, that the Saint invited Sultan Ibrahim Sharql of Jaunpur to 
invade the country. The latter with a powerful army reached Bengal 
and encamped at Firuzphr (Old Maldah). Raja Kans, on hearing 
this news, was terror-stricken, and hastened to wait on tlie Saint 
Qutbul ‘Alam. Shoving submissiveness and humility, and weeping, 
the Raja said, “ Pray draw the pen of forgiveness across the page of 
the offences of this sinner, and dissuade Sultan Ibrahim from subjugating 
this country.” The Saint replied, “ In order to intercede on behalf of an 
oppressive infidel, I cannot stand in the way of a Musalman Sovereign, 
especially of one who has come at my request and desire.” In despair, Rajil 
Kans bowed his head to the feet of the Saint, and said, “ Whatever the Saint 
may bid, I am willing to submit thereto.” The Saint replied, “So long 
as thou dost not embrace Islam, I cannot intercede for thee.” The 
Raja at first agreed to this condition, but later his wife, “ casting that 
misguided man into the well of misguidance ”, prevented his conversion to 
Islam. At last Raja Kans brought into the presence of the Saint his son 
named Jadu who was twelve years old, and said, “I. have become old, and 
desire to retire from the world. You may convert to Islam this son of mine, 
and then bestow on him the kingdom of Bengal.” The Saint thereupon con- 
verted Jadu to Islam, and naming him Jalaluddin, had the fact proclaimed 
in the city, and caused the Khtitbah of the kingdom of Bengal to be recited in 
his name. The ordinances of Muhammadan law from that day were again 
put in force, and the saint Qutbul ‘Alam went to meet Sultan Ibrahim. After 
making apologies, he begged Sultan Ibrahim to withdraw, whereupon the 
Sultan returned in great annoyance to Jaunpur. 

Raja Kans, shortly after the Sultan of Jaunpur had loft Bengal, displaced 
Sultan Jalaluddin, and himself re-ascended the throne. According to the in- 
junctions of his creed, the Raja prepared several large gold figures of cows, and 
having passed Jalaluddin through their hollow interiors, he then distribiited 
the gold of those cow figures among the Brahmins, thus in theory reconverting 
his son to his own creed. As, however, Jalaluddin had been converted by the 
Saint Qutbul ‘Alam, he did not abandon his faith in Islam, and the persua- 
sions of the infidels had no effect on hislieart. His father Rajil Kans, on the 
other hand, again unfurling the standard of misbehaviour, attempted to des- 
troy and extirpate Muhammadans. At length his emissaries killed Shaikh 
Anwar, son of the Saint himself, and it is said that, on the very day and at the 
very moment when Anwar Avas murdered at Sunargaon, Rajil Ivans died. 
According to some accounts, his son Jalaluddin, Avho had been put in prison, 
conspired with his father’s servants, and slew him.^ 

The period from 818 A.H. to 821 A.H. (1415-18 A.D.) is very obscure, but 
possibly Rajil Kans (or Ganesh) actually seized tlie throne under the title of 

’^Biyuzu-sSttlatln, Klian Bnliadur AbdiiR-Snirun’s f rnnsUdioii, ji]!. llC-17 (HlightU 
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Jalaleddin Muhammad Shah (1415-31). 

Jadu Jalaluddin, Avhen he again became Kang, recalled the learned and holy 
men who had been dispersed on account of the cruelty and oppressions of his 
father and showed them consideration and honour. He is said to have re- 
venged himself on the Brahmins who had shared the golden cows after his 
father’s attempt to reconvert him, by making them eat beef, and to have been 
very zealous throughout his reign in the conversion of Hindus to Muham- 
madanism. During his reign the government acquired great stability and 
power and the town of Pandua became extremely populous. Jalaluddin 
is said to have built several edifices both in Gaur and Pandua, and, when 
he died in 1431 A.D., he was buried in the famous Eklaklu Mausoleum at 
Pandua. The full title he used on his coins was Jalaludduniya wadclin 
Abul Muzaffar (or Mujahid) Muhammad Shah as-Sultan. 



Pifj _ 5. — Coins of J.vl.\i.uddIn JIuuamsiad Sjiai 
Reading of No. S. 


Obverse. 

J alfduddunvjd 
waddlii Abul Muzaffar 
Muhamniad Shah 
As •Sultan. 


I^overso. 

Niusir 

Anurul-Muinunn 

Ghauthul-Lildm 

xvaG^lusliinln, 


Margin of Rovui*se — 

Top : Dar\ 

Loft : Samth t ha) nan. 
Bottom : *Afiltar, 

Biglit ; ITn thatndn )nVali)\. 



*('a'v is-nn) 'ht 988 o^^ 6L8 

mojj paiiSia.! c>AT?tj o;; sjtjadd'B ot[ puu ! qT^qg jnsnj^, Ji 8 p[i 3 znj\[ ^nqy tiipp^Ai 
'B^iunppnsratjqg st?av aui'BUpnj siq usas oq piA\ qi asaq^^ raoj^j -gxi aSvd c 
puB ‘(ijj puB) II aSud no ja^Bj iioaiS asoq'j ‘’S'a ‘sanBsotn tip suopx 

-djjosui oSjBf ^[jBpnorxaBd dn Siipxxnd jo piioj bba\ ajj •snoiSipaj puB pjauaBoj 
‘Xsnf ‘opdoad spq jo ao^OBjanaq b ‘aaduiax ppiu jo uSiaaaAos b tiaaq aABq 
oq piiBS SI UBxpng siqjj 'xivqg jnsn^ iios siq ^q popiaooons sbav qBqaBg 

•(TS-fitl) Hvng JinsQ2, 

■(■Q’V OOT’l) 'H’V L*9S JO Sinuin3aq aqx tuoaj pBSuaa; iq Sup^j sb 
pouSroj X[poxqno[)im t{Bqg 3[Bq.iBXi; JBqx soAOjd ‘d "pjBudff fo ftpioog 

opmsy 97{) fo jviunop) uop'pdp.iosup .TndfBuiQ aqj^ '(‘G'V SCtl) ‘H'V 098 
up piSiiog; luaxso^X-qpiog jo .lotiJOAOf) sb popu oq ojojoq — ( qGo '^) 

OiST ‘^oj p^Ovdff fo /ipioof^ otppify ai// fo pnunop oqx up piaqsipqnd ‘uojxdpaosup 
oqx uio.ij sjBoddB rb — ‘('G'V ’H'V i‘98 ”! poauouuuoo ^Cjqtiqoad 

u3|a.i sipx "qBqg >jBq.iBfj P!qi'f"K lUMV BiCiunpipnuqnX:! uaoq 

OABi| oj RiBaddB appp ||nj spq ‘suopplijos-iu pin; sino;) s.ijBijg qBqjBg tnojj 

•uoippuoa siu).M<Iso.id puB iWdBq b up ajo.w 
/Chub oqp puB spaafqns spq q^oip ‘u3jo.i spq Sup.in(| •j.qn.i xii9j[aa\o ub sba\ oj.] 
•oii').ii|x aqp p ipiiaosi! ‘qBijg ipicpiBg inp|)nuq!ix| ‘nos sn] ‘uippiupsB«q aapjy 

■(ll-niM l) iiVHS’ Mvnuvjp 


'HI .P“'' AI 'lA «oxB|,x up uoApS suopx 
•onp ).ida.i oq j uiojj uoos orp .•Cbui ‘sjbo.C gj; ivou oqp 3uunp saossoootis spq jo 
puB 'qmig' puun|Bj\; J'> 9UIPX oqj up poqoi:o4 upB?jB sbav 'iBipp suopxdpjosup 
A'jBppdup up A'juBoq JO jUBpiMijs q3pt( A'.i.'>a oqj^ -uhtoj poqanjsppuii puB 3uo| 
B jioAofuo oq puB ‘uinj A'q p.qo.un A‘|(iB<| 0 .id aiOA\ aioqp sSuppppnq .laqjo puB 
.tiib;3 jb oi[j^ •sopjojp.uoj joqjo uio.ij siiopuimop sup oj opdood pojoB.ijjB 

sopxpiBub ;)ua]|noxo spq jo uoppipidoj aqj puB ‘qBqg jiBUupY' JO "Spoj oqj “upanp 
Ajjuuoo oqj xjO| ptiq oqAt RiopjjHOo osoip) pioppsaoj ojq ■uipqitupsB'vT jo opjpj 
]BuS.aj oqj pauinssB oqA\ •pnuiqBj^ p)0||Bo ‘qtupg spjA]] uipipusunupg nppqng jo 
fpinquioosop b ouo.itpj oqj oj positu so|qou atpj ‘|)a||pj| kba\ upjqxp JpsiJX 'lOUV’ 

'((JO'oli l) nvHg nnKHvpY xjpnnanisv^v^ 


•saopBjpdsuoa 

Atoppoj spq A(p upBjs uoos .ioaoa\oi| sba\ oji 'ouojipp aqj pozpos aojjBp oqj pint lupq 
pajBupssBssB ‘pinoo spip jo sopcpou o.ioa\ otjAt ‘uppqNj .ijsM_q\T jimi UBqxj ipijqg Jbb] xy 
•pajoojpBspp oiuBOoip opdood oqj jBqj os ‘uoiuoAt pimi uout p)o.ioqopn(p ApuojUBAV 
puB piB.iAj -jiioaS B S'BAv oqA\ ‘qBipg piBunpY'’ ‘uos spq A'(p jiojioooons sba\ oj.j 

•(oJ-niM) JivHg (ivKiiy 


le 


'vniiNva (ixv iinvo .10 shiokmk 
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Path Shah ( 1481 - 86 ). 

Sultan Path Shah, a son of Nasiruddin, may be said to have been the 
next King of Bengal, as owing to the fact that Yusuf Shah’s son, Sikandar, 
had a touch of lunacy, he was only allowed to reign for half a day. Path 
Shah was learned and wise, and ruled in accordance with the principles of 
his predecessors.^ It is stated that he was killed by Barbak, a eunuch- 
slave, who seized the throne under the title of Sultan Shahzada Barbak, 
though no coins minted by this man are known. Barbak filled the court 
with low class people, and after a reign of nearly eight months was put to 
death by a negro General called Malik Andil, who then occupied the throne 
under the title of Saifuddin Firuz Shah. 


Saifuddin PEruz Shah ( 1486 - 89 ). 

Under the just and beneficent rule of Piruz Shah his subjects enjoyed a 
happy life. He was beloved for his generosity by the common people and 
soldiery : none of the Afghan or Turkish chiefs dared to rebel against him. 


Anecdote of Firuz Shah. 

The following anecdote illustrates his liberality : On some pubhc occasion 
the King having ordered a lakh of rupees to be distributed to the poor, the 
ministers thought he was being too generoxis, owing to either his iack of know- 
ledge of the value of money, or of the amount he had ordered to be paid. They, 
therefore, piled up the money in a heap in the hope that he avouIcI notice it 
and be surprised at the quantity of the silver coins. When the King entered 
the apartment and saw the heap of money he asked why it Avas put there ; and 
on being told it Avas the sum he had that morning ordered to be given to the 
poor, he said : “ Is this all 1 It is too little ; add another lakh.” The minis- 

ters Avere astonished at his prodigality, but were obliged to conform to Jiis 
Avishes. A mosque Avas constructed at Gaur in Piruz Shah’s reign, and ano- 
ther mosque inscription, bearing his name, has - been found at tlie Kalrd at 
Old jMaldah {vide RavenshaAv’s Gaur, Plate 49, No. 8). He reigned nearly 
three years, aird died a natural death in S9o A.H. (A.D. 1489). 


^From coins and inscriptioiuj (e.'/.. Journal of the Aniadc Society of liaujal, 
pp. 281-6), his full rognal title is seen to have been Jaluludduniya waddin Abid .Aluziiffar 
Fath Shah. Some of his coins were struck at Fathabad (Faritlpnr town) in 886 and 
802 A. II. {M81 and 1186 .A.D.), anil ono in tlio Indian ^fusouin cabinet, dated 88f-]A.ff., 
]jas tho r\Iint name iMnlnmunadabad, whicli tnay indicate that Fath Sh rli’.s caj»ital wini 
situated at the northern end of the Siifjar Di<jhl — vide note I, p, 02, infra. .An inscrip- 
tion in winch his learning is eulogised will be found on p. 87 (note), witJ» a reproduc- 
tion in Pluto IV. — H. F. S. 
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MEMOIRS OF GAUIl AND PANEUA. 


Birth-place of Husain Shah. 

There are several stories as to the birth-place of Husain Shah. Accordhig to 
some, he was born at Mecca, while others give the town of Tirmlz (in 
Turkistan) as his bh'th-place. His father was Saiyid Ashraf al-Husaini, and 
his brother was named Yusuf Shah. After coming to Bengal, Husain’s 
father took up his residence at Chandpur in the Jangipur subdivision (now 
in the Murshidabad district). It was here that Husain and his brother 
were educated by the Qazi of the place, Avho, on learning of Husam’s noble 
descent, gave him his daughter m marriage and procured him service under 
Muzaffar Shah with whom the Qazi had considerable influence. ^In a short 
time Husain rose to the position of Prime IVIinister ; and ultimately, after 
Muzaffar Shah’s death, he became Lord of Bengal. 


Ministers of Husain. Shah. 

The Prime ilinister of Husain Shah Avas Purandar IChan, a Kaijastha by 
caste (his original name being Gopinath Bose). Two brothem, Saniitan 
and Rup, were his other jMinisters, the former being given the title Dabir 
Khas, and the latter being styled Shakir Mahk. Next to Purandar Khan, 
these two Brahmins held the principal posts in the administration of the 
Idngdom. Both of them were very intelligent and extremely learned, and 
Husain Shah became all the more attached to them as his hingdom grow in 
prosperity luider the advice of these able councillors. 

The two' brothers were Avell read in Sanslcrit and Persian, and had 
their residence at Ramkeli, a village in the southern part of Gaur. At 
that time, Ramkeli was inhabited by many respectable peoiile. A largo 
tank called Rup-Sagar, dug by Rup, is still to be seen there, to tlio 
north of which is another tank, called Saniitan-Sfigar, Avhich was excavated by 
Sanatan. 


Visit of Ghaitanija to Gaur. 

Chaitanya, the great religious roforiner of Bengal, arrived at Gaur in the 
month of Jeth (June) on his way to Brindaban — probably towards tlie end of 
Husain Shah’s reign — and stayed for a few days at Ramkeli. in the 
CJuiitaiiija-inangal of Jayananda, Ramkeli is called KrishnakelT. At 
Rainkell, Rup and Samitan paid a visit to Chaitanya and had a talk with 
him. Chaitanya ’s visit to Rrunkeli is still eoinmeinorated by a grand fail 
which is annually held thei-e in the month of June. After Chaitanya s 
departure from Gaur, Rup and Sanatan grew tired of worldly atfairs and 
finally Sanatan submitted his resignation to the King, who angrily onlered hi--' * 
imprisonment in the State Jail. Sanatan Ls .said to have effected hi> 
escape from prison by bribing the jailor while Husain Shah was engage*! on 
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months. A treaty was at last concluded between Sher Shah and Hunn\vun 
with a condition that if Sher Shah was acknowledged as independent monarch 
of Bengal, Humayun would he allowed to go to Delhi unmolested. Sher Shah, 
however, then treacherously attacked the force of Humayun at night, and 
defeated him there. Humayun escaped death b}’' swimming across the river, 
and ultimately reached Agra mth only a few followers. 


Battle of Kanauj. 

Sher Shah coming back to Bengal, collected an army of 50,000 Pathans and 
others, and a battle was fought at Kanauj in 1540. Humayun, being defeated, 
fled to Persia, and Sher Shah became Emperor of Delhi as well as King of Bengal. 
He divided Bengal proper into several parts and placed each division under 
a local chief. He fixed one-fourth of the gross produce as the rent of the land, 
and made a road from Sunargaon to the river Indus which was j)lanted with 
trees on both sides of the road, and was Avell provided Avith wells and surais 
at conA'^enient distances. Sher Shah died in 1545. 

Mithaaialad KAan (15.52-54). 

After the death of Sher Shah, his son, Islam Shah, deputed .Muhammad 
Khan Sur to be GoA^emor of Bengal ; but after Islam V; death in 1552, ‘Adil Shah 
usurped the throne of Delhi by killing Islam’s son. At this time, Muhamnu-d 
Khan declared himself as independent monarch of Bengal under the title Sham- 
suddin Muhammad Ghazi Shah and also annexed -launpur. Less than two 
years later, however, he Avas killed by a Hindu named Himoo, the General of 

L^dil Shah. 


Ghiyasuddin Bahadur Shah II (15.54-00). 

Muhammad Shah Avas succeeded by his son, Bahadur Shah, Avho, iii the year 
1557, avenged Ills father’s death by killing 'Adil Shah, in the battle of Monghyr 
AA'ith the assistance of Sulaiman Kararani, Governor of South Bihar. Ho 
reigned over Bengal for six years. In the year proA’ious to 'i\dil Shah s 
death the iMughals had regained the throne of Delhi fn^m the .Suris by the 
battle of Panipat, fought on NoA'einbcr 5th, 1550. 


JaL-aluddIx Muhaaiaiad Sh.vh (1500-0.*!). 


After Bahadur Shah, his brother .lalrduddhi came to the throne and r.-ign. d 
in the city of Gaur for three years. On his death great confusion ensued in 
Bengal ; but finally Taj Khan Kararani was sent by his brother .Sulaim.ln. , 
and having killed a usurper called Ohiyasuddin, laj Khan ridcil Leng.d 
Ofi bolialf of iiis brother for a .^hort time. 
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Khan-i-A'zam (1582), Shahbaz Khan (1584), and Raja Man Singh 

(1589). 

After Husain Quli Khan, Khan-i-A‘zam, Shahbaz Khan and Raja Man Singh 
successively became Governors of Bengal, under the Delhi Emperor. Raja 
Man Singh was the brother-in-law of the Emperor Jahangir. He conquered 
Jagannath and reznoved the capital of Bengal to Rajmahal, where he built 
several edifices, the ruins of which exist to the present dayh He married 
the sister of the Raja of Kuch Bihar. 


Qutbuddin (1606), Jahangie Qubi IMn (1607), and Islah I^n 

(1607-13). 

After Man Singh, Qutbuddin, Jahangir Quli Khan and Islam Klizin became, 
in quick succession, Governors of Bengal. In 1602 the Portuguese of Chitta- 
gong — ^being harassed by the Arakanese (Mughs) — had established a fort on 
the island of Sandip but were soon tiu’ned out by Rajii Miin Siizgh. TJiey 
recovered Sandip, however, in 1609, under Gonzalez, and by their acts of piracy' 
greatly oppressed the people of the Gangetic delta. Owmg to the threatening 
attitude of both the Arakanese and the Portuguese, Avho had now combined 
together, as well as trouble from a remnant of the Afghans in Eastern 
Bengal under ‘Usman, Islam Khan removed the cajzital from Rajmahal to 
Dacca — possibly in 1612. Gonzalez, with the help of tlie Rzijzi. of Arakan, 
attacked Bengal in 1610, but Islam Khan defeated tliezn. Tiie Afghiins were 
also finally defeated izi 1612, and ‘Usman was killed. Islfira Khrin zigsiin 
attacked the Mughs successfully in 1613, but died shortly afterwards. 


Qasem Khan (1613-18), and IbkahIh Khan (1618-22). 

After the death of Islam Khan, his bi’other Qasira Khan beeaizic the Gov- 
ernor of Beizgal. In his time the Mughs looted the south-eiistern portion of 
Bengal. Qusim Klian provhig incompetent was supei-sedcd in tlio govern- 
orship Izy Ibrrihlm Khan, bi'otlier of the celebrated Nfir Jahan Begam. In 
the time of IbiJihinr, trade was in a flourishing condition. In the court of 
Agra, the silk fabi’ics of ^fzildah and the fizzo zzzuslizis of Dacca liad jdrcinly 
acquired great reputation oiz account of their good quality, aiul th<* Kngli.sh 
opened a factory at Patna. Ibiahim Khan was killed at Rajinahal, fighting 
against Shah Jfihan^ who had rebelled against his fathei', the ICin[>ert>r 
Jahangir. ‘ 
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SnujI'uDDiN (1725). 

In 1725 A.D. Shuja‘uddm Muhammad lOian became Governor and assumed 
almost absolute power. After Shuja'uddin, Sarfaraz Khan (1733), ‘Alivardi 
Khan (1740) and Sirajuddaula (1756) became Kawwabs of Bengal in succession. 
Finally by the battle of Plassey, fought in the year 1757, the suzerainty of 
Bengal was transferred to the English. 


Former Economic Gondilion. 

Concerning the general prosperity of Bengal in former times, the great 
traveller Ibn Batuta, who visited Bengal hi 1345, relates how he heard from 
one Muhammad Al-Masmudi Maghrabi, a merchant of Delhi, that when the 
merchant with his wife and servants resided in Bengal, eight dirhams — the 
equivalent to one rupee — were sufficient for his outlay on paddy for the entire 
year, as 50 rails (one rati equals 14 seers) of rice could be had for a dirham ; 
while eight fowls or 15 pigeons sold for a dirham, and the price of a sheep was 
only two dirhams. Ibn Batuta saw 30 eubits of finely woven cotton cloth 
sold for two dinars. One gold dinar was equivalent to 10 silver dinars and - 
a silver dinar to eight dirhams or hashtkanis. A table of prices current at the 
time Avhon Ibn Batuta visited Bengal, in terms of current money and 
weight, is quoted below from Bhattasah’s “ Early Independent Sultans of 
Bengal.” 

A milch-cow, Rs. 3 ; a fat fowl, 3 pies ; two pigeons, 3 pies ; a fat ram, 4 
annas ; sugar. Re. 1-7 per maund ; honey, Rs. 2-14 per maund ; rice, 1 anna 
9 pies per maund ; ghee. Re. 1-7 per maund ; til-oil, llv annas per maund ; 
fine cotton cloth, Rs. 2 per 15 yards. Ibn Batiita himself purchased a beauti- 
ful slave girl for one gold dinar. 

In 1575, says Sir George Wood, a rich merchant of Old Mfildah sent three 
shiploads of valuable silk cloth to Russia through the Peisian Gulf, which 
shows that the silk industry of iMaldah is of long staiuling. 

i\s has already been noted, in the time of Shiiyista Klian (1664 A.D.) rice i.s 
said to have sold at the rate of eight maunds per rupee. 

The local people of the present English Bazilr state that tJiero were 22 
bazars in Gaur, of which ilahajantfill, Lai Bazar, Habash Khuna and Chandiil 
Chowk were the most important. 
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protection of the town from the action of the river. The remains of a 
gateway at the northern end of the tom, ’ at Duatbashini also appear to 
have been the work of a Mnhammadan ruler. The causC^ f 
Ghiyasuddm-the present Rajmahal Eoad-is another e.vample of protective 
work which was necessary owing to the river shifting to the ivest side of 
Gaur. The large tanks Sagar Dighi (large and small). Piyjsbarf 
liighi, etc., were originally deep depressions of the river which, when it 
dried up, seemed like lakes or large tanks. The Muhammadans’ who fii-st 
settled in the country were not very numerous, but their number grew rapidly 
owing to immigration from other .Muslim countries and the conversion 
of a large number of Hindus to Islam. It may be assumed that a fairly 
large number of the converts embraced Islam of their own accord, while 
others were compelled to accept the new faith. The Muhammadans 
thus established their power over the Hindus. They did not change 
the Hindu names of the above places but kept them as they were before, and 
generally showed much favour to their Hindu subjects. 


Commercial port of Gaur. 

When the river Ganges flowed near Gaur large boats carrying goods from 
distant places used to come to the city from which there Avas also an export 
trade. The high land north of the great Sagar Dighi is supposed to haA'e 
been the commercial toAAOi. It Avas protected on the east by an embankment 
connecting the Duarbashini Gate Avith the Phuhvari Gate. The places Avhere 
cargo used to be landed are still to be seen as oblong-shaped plots of high 
land with canals cut all round each plot. An old bridge midAvay to Piran-i-pir 
(near the north-east corner of the Sagar Dighi) indicates also the pa.ssago 
by Avhich goods Avere carried to the interior of the old city by small boats 
along a canal. Embankments, communicating AV'ith the ueAV course of the 
Ganges, run southAVards for 20-25 miles from the lU’csenb site of English 
Bazar. This shoAvs that carts were employed as an alternative source of 
transport Avhen the Ganges moved southAA'ards. 


Area and Population. 


The ancient city Avas at least 12-^- miles in length from north to .Honth*, 
and about tAVo miles in breadth from east to Avest, giving a total area of 2o 
square miles ; but the entire area Avas probably not all inhabited at one 
time. Dr. Buchanan Hamilton in 1808 described the area of the city a.s 
being 20 square miles. The population of the city at the time of jtsgreate.st 
prosperity is said by Faria Y Souza (Avriting before KMO) to have U’en 
tAvelve laldis (l|- million). The site Avas deserted after the outhur.st of 
plague in 1575, and until about 50 yeans ago Avas overgrown with <h‘n.-^e 


1 Tlio Portuguese, sent by Alforwo do 3Ielio in lo'Jl front Cbittagong )<> 
preseids to Ghiyusuddin Maluuud Shuh, doscriltod the eity as uell 
leagues in length. De niello and Ids men took part in the suL^equent ^ 

jMtilimud Shah and Shor Khan which ended in the <leath oi tJie lorincr iind . . 

becoming King of Bengal and ultimately Eini)eror of Iiulia.--lf. h. i>. 
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♦ 

the middle of the three sides. The eastern Entrance Gate has been carefully 
restored and a reproduction of it, in its present state, is given as Eig. 6. 
Inside the mosque are three long aisles divided by massive stone pillars with 
a corridor running along the whole length of the building. In front are eleven 
arched openings, each measuring five feet eleven inches in breadth. There are 
other openings at the north and south ends. The building was roofed by 
forty-four small hemispherical domes ; of these eleven domes of the corridor 
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■iL^tcrior* of the Great Golden litosffue, Gaur, 
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2. O.'he Citabel of Gaur. 


[General Ciumingham’s Description.] 

“ The Citadel of Lakhnauti is situated on the bank of the old Ganges. It 
is very nearly one mile in length from north to south by half a mile in whith 
at its broadest part opposite the eastern gate, but not more than a quarter 
of a mile A\ide at its northern and southern ends. It is entirely surrouiulcil 
by a great earthen rampart upwards of 30 feet in height and about 130 feet 
thick at the base with round towers at all the angles and a deep ditch on the 
outside about 200 feet wide when full. The rampart is eveia-where covered 
^vith large trees, and the ditch is filled with weeds and crocodiles. The ago 
of the Citadel is unknovat ; but as there is nothing remaining in it of an early 
date, it seems probable that it was the work of Tlahmud I [Xasiruddin 1442- 
o9] and liis successors." (Cunninghams Deport, Vol. XV, p. oO.) 


.4 . — The Dakhil Darwazah, or Main Gale of the Fort. 

This is a large gateway about half a mile south-west from the Earudwriri. 
It is called the BdUiil Banedzah as it wiis the principal “ Entrance Gate " to 
the Fort from the north. Another name is Saldsnl Danrazah. because sarnies 



were fired from the adjacent ramparts. 1 he tia<.e of^it> ^ J ^ 

for certain, but. .as has just been observed, it was Fo.>am% ''' 

of the loth century. Imter monareh.s, lEdmuduu 

Hu-min .Slriii and even Xa^rat Shah may have improved it. - ■ 
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benevolence, the Sultan, son of the Sultan, NSsirudduuiya waddhi, ibsi 

»f Husain Shah the Sultan, al-Hiisaini 
May Allah perpetuate his kingdom and rule !— built this gate.” 


B. Ghdnd Darwdzah and Nlm Dancdzah. (No longer existing.) 

“ From the northern gate,” viz., the DdIcMl Dancdzah, “ a raised roa(i led 
to the palace in the southern half of tlie citadel, passing tlirongh two 
intermediate gates called the Ghdnd Darwdzah and Nlm Darwdzah. As the last 
named stood exabtly half-way between the entrance gate and the palace wall, 
it is most probable that its name AA'as derived from its position as the ‘ Half- 
way Gate. ’•••A view of the Ghdnd Gate is given by Creighton in his Plate III. 
Its whole style is similar to that of the Ddkhil Gate Avith aaIucIi it also agrees 
in the height of its arches and battlements.” Creighton assigned to it the 
date A.H. 871 (A.D. 1466) from inscriptions found close by — but. as may be 
seen from the. -Palace inscription, quoted later, on pp. 56-8 — this is the date 
of erection of the Nim Darwdzah. 


3. The Firuz, or Flrozah, Menar. 


[The.ToAA'er of Firuz Shah, or the “ Turquoi-se I’cAver.”] 

This Mhiar is about a mile to the south of the Bdrddwdrl Mosque and 
outside the fort. The tower has no inscription to, record the date of its erec- 
tion ; but Francklin found a fragment of an inscribed stone at Guainalti 
bearing the name of a King Saifuddin* AA'hich, he seems to liaA'c behcAed, vv.is 
originally attached to this toAver. In this he Avas supported b\ Cunnini'luuu, 
owing to the fact that the size of the lettering as given by I'ranoklin agiec.^ 
with the height of the panel aboAm the door of the -Minar ; but Cunni/igham 
identified the builder of the toAver Avith Saifuddin Hamzah Shah (M12 A.D.) 
instead of AA'ith Saifuddln Firuz Shah (1486 A.D.). Fergu.sson. on arehiue- 
tural grounds, also preferred an earlier date than the cnil of tlu 
century. In the neighbourhood, the toA\er is known by the name of Pw 
Asa Mandir ” and “ CheragclanI,” the former name bemg thought 
Cunningham to be a corruption of Firozah, and that the iiame ••’"“I'-' 
indicates that it Avas originally faced by blue tiles, home .say it 
for the puriDOse of calling the Azdn for prayers, while uthei-s eon-su er . ^ 
was a watch-tower. To the writer it appears to be a 

the Qutb Minar of Delhi and similar toAA-ers at Kod, Daulatabad and 
elsCAvlieie. 
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ilEAIOraS Oi' GAUlt A^"JJ I'A^’JJUA. 


the old materials of some Hindu temple were used in the construction. A. 

Uakhi Tomb at Pandua {vide infra, pp. 126-7). ‘‘ Both are square with 

towers at the comers and cun-ed battlements. Eacii is covered hv a siii.'lr 
dome : each has four doors.” The dimensions of the two hiiildin'...: mavlv 
compared by means of the follo^ving figures :— ^ 

Iiisuie climeusiorj:5. Walk. 


Eklaklii Tomb 
Ciilka Alosque 


Ft. In. Ft. In. Ft. In. 

IS (j X 48 G i;{ 0 

42 0 X 42 0 14 U1 


t)nt.-ii<le tlimen.-iuiis. 
Ft. In. Ft. In. 
74 G . . 71 li 
71 G . 71 G 


Prom all these points of similarity in size and style, General Gunninehuin 
Avas inclined to regard this as the tomb of Mahmud X — the immediate .succc.-^sor 
of (Jadu) Jalaluddin's son, Ahmad Shah, — and his successors : but it is hardly 
possible that all trace of them gi’aves could have disappeared. The tnidititin 
of the local people that Husain Shah used the building for state pri.soners ;inii 
imprisoned his Minister Sanatan here also makes General Cunnujgham’s tljcory 
improbable. 

There are glazed tiles of various colour's in the cornice all round tuid on llw 
corner pillars. The floor of the building r\iis much flamtiged in* digging h>r 
the bat-guano accumulated on the floor which was used us a imuuire for titc 
mulberry plantations hr the vicinit 3 ^ The practice has now been .sto 2 )pfd and 
the floor levelled. The broken portions of the east rs'all liar'c been rc.ston-d 
and the dome has beerr made rcatertight. 


Remains of an OJfice buihlinn. 

Attached to this building, there uas aiiothcr very large building m. the 
west. The roof of the building has fallen down, but the stone pillam .siippm ting 
the arches and domes have now been set up again iii their place. H.vamma- 
tion of the site suggests that other buildings e.visted on the ^ve.st .-ide, an< 
it is said by the local people that Government ollices were locatr'd then-. 


U. Tuk Gl aiti G.r ri:. 


A little first of the Chikd JIasjid and to the .soutJr oX m-- 
{vide next section) there e.'^Lsts ii small oue-doiucd biiildir>.2. 
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the old materials of some Hindu temple were used iu the eonstructioa 
General Omurngham has pointed out, the building is very similar to til- 
Eklakhi Tomb at Pandua m/m, pp. 126-7). “ Both are square with 
towers at the corners and curved battlements. Each is covered by a siirde 
dome : each has four doors.” The dimensions of the two building,, may Ik- 
compaied by means of the following figures .' 



Inside dimensioiis. 

halls. 



Ft, In, Ft. In. 

Ft. In. 

Ft. Jji. 

Kt. In, 

Eklakiii Tomb 

CO 

X 

CO 

i:i U 

74 G : . 

74 (J 

Chika Mosque 

42 0 X 42 0 

14 n 

71 G 

71 H 


Erom all these points of similarity iu size and style, General C’umiingliam 
Avas inclined to regard this as the tomb of Mahmud I— the immediate .suci;e.s.sur 
of (Jadu) Jalaluddln’s son, Ahmad Shah, — and his successors : but it is hardly 
possible that all trace of their graves could have disappeared. The traditio/i 
of the local people that Husain Shah used the building for state prisoneis ami 
imprisoned his Minister Sanatan here also makes General Cunningham’s theory 
improbable. 

There are glazed tiles of various coloias in the coniice all round and on lh(^ 
corner pillars. The floor of the building was much damaged by digging for 
the bat-guano accumulated on the floor Avhich was used as a manure for the 
mulberry plantations hi the vicinity. The practice has now been stopi)ed ami 
the floor levelled. The broken portions of the east wall have been restored 
and the dome has been made watertight. 


Eemahiti of an 0(fice buiMiinj. 

Attached to this building, there was another very large building on (he 
west. The roof of the building has fallen down, but the stone pdlars .supporting 
the arches and domes have now been set up again in their place. lO-xamma- 
tion of the site suggests that other buildings e.visted on the icest .side, ami 
it is said by the local people that Government ofhees were located theie. 
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10. TtLE Luka Chun, ok Eastern Ctate of ttie Fort. 

This is a large three-storied gate south-east of the Qadam Baml, ami is 
supposed to have been the Royal entrance to the Fort. On each side of this 
gate there are guard rooms, and above them was a Naqqar KhCina (place 
for beating drums), the roof of which is an entire flat arch made of bricks. 
The gate is 65 feet long and 42 feet 4 inches broad. The main entrance way 
is only 10 feet wide. The arc•hi^ccturc of this gate is of the later .Mughal 
style and differs much in the construction of its arches from other buildings. 



Fiii. J2,~Eusic’ni Calc of the Fort, Gatir. 


The -ate is said to have been built by Shah 8liuja‘ in about 1655 A.D. whe.i 
long after the desertion of tlie city of Gaur, he endeavoun d to n w. 
it. General Cunningham confuses this gate with the Gumti (.irde. 


Onijin of t/ui namt Luka Churi# 

LukdChuri (hide and seek) is a kind of game whidi i- aL,u t alkd f s..»i .i 
churi. This name, has probably been given by the local peop.e 
lately settled at the vicinity of Gaur: bat what coumct.on U ha. u.-R 
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faces are ornamented with large panels with projecting flowered bordem, eaciv 
panel being decorated with a pointed arch, under which is the usual bell-shaped 
ornament suspended from a long chain. The towers also arc ornamented in 
the same style. The battlement in front has the favourite Bengal curve or 

rise on the centre, above which rise ten hemispherical domes^ To 

my taste this mosc^ue is the finest of all the buildings now remaining in Gaur. 
Its ornamentation is rich and effective, and the large decorated panels stand 
out in high relief against the plain walls. The whole building is of a uniform 

rich red colour that is much more pleasing than the gaudv glaze<I 

tiles of the Lattan Masjid ” (Report, pp. 61-62). Tantipiira means the quarter 
for the weaver class. The mosque, though px’obably built by iMirsad Khan 
{vide, siqjra, pp. 62 and 63), is known locally as ‘Dmar (^azl’s Mosque and is 
also called by the people after the name of the weavers’ quarter. In the 
northern corner of the mosque a takht (or raised platform — probably for the 
ladies) used to exist. It is likely that the face of the wall underneath the 
takht and immediately below the northernmost mihrab was broken, or, if 
there was a mihrab at all beneath the takht, it was certainly separated from 
the mihrab above. There were windows with trellis work in the nortli and 
south Avails. No trace of this jail aawIc is now vdsible, and they remain open. 

Though not strictly in accordance n'ith archaeological practice, it would 
be an interesting experiment if some rich and public spirited jMuhamiuadan 
Avould offer to bear the cost of repairing the broken portion of the east wall 
and reproducing the ornamentation. Local masons can do the llowi-r work 
on bricks Avith their chisels (a peculiar instrument which they have liud 
handed down to them from ancient times). (I’lie present arrangement of 
putting plain brick facing is not at all pleasing. 

Creighton, Avdiile sketching this mosque, also indicated tlie existence- of a 
very big building on the north-east side of it. It seems to have been an out- 
house for travellers, or it may have been intended for a Madrasah. It no 
longer exists. 

13. The Latt.vx .Ma.sjh). 


[Possibly constructed in 1476 by Sultan Yu.suf Shah.) 

This fine mosque lies a few yards east of the Naw.abganj Itoad m-ar tlie ilfh 
milestone. It avus once entirely covered with enamelled briek\v(»rk, i)iu 
now the greater portion of the facing is gone. 'I'lie Avorn-out portion--' have 
been restored Avith old bricks. Acconling to Creighton, an inwriplion found 
in the vicinity shoAVed that it was luiilt by Sultan Vusuf Shah in SStt .A ll, 
( 1 - 17 ") A.D.) ; but he may have been referring to the .Mahajaniola in.wtqn 
tion Avlu’ch Cunningham ha.'' a.s.signe<l to the ( hamkatfi nto.*qiie. A 
however, the t'Vc) nunsque-s are idc-nthad in phin, fhe.v may very vied It vy 
been erected by the same King. The lloor of tin* mosque w.i.t fo,... 


^ iiU ivW vi * A. J ‘ 



90aq;^ si3i{ 5[0Bq sqj;, jopujoo aq'^ jo asoqq. s^j suoisuaratp ata-BS 

aqq. JO ‘sapp puB juojj aqj ui sSuiuado aaj-qj sBq jjasji anbsota aqx ‘saqoui -Iq 
jaaj f saqojB pua puB ‘saqotii o jaaj g saqoiB apis aqj ‘uBds saqotit jj jaaj g 
Suiaq tfojB ajppiui aqj ‘pug qoBa jb atio puB ‘jubjj m sSuiuado paqojB aajqj 
SBq jopiajoa aqj^ •apisjno pBOjq jaaj jg puB guo{ jaaj ^pio ajojajaqj si 
Surpirnq ajoqAv aqjj, 'saqoui i jaaj qi 8-i'B uiooj uibui aqj jo sqBAv qoBq puB juoij . 
aqj jnq qoiqq, jaaj -|g qoBa ajB qBpuBaaA aqj jo pBAV juojj aqj puB anbsoui 
aqj JO s[{BAv apis oavj aiyj^ -apiAV jaaj jj iCq Suoj jaaj fg si lopujoo aqq, puB 
ajBubs jaaj j.g si UBjjBq; aqj jo uiooj: uibiu aqj^ 'juojj ui jopijjoo jo qupuBjaA 

•pifsBj/V uBijBq tiiix—ST 



V qjiAV ‘oiuop o[SiJis B if({ poJOAOO suiooj ojBubs OJB qjog^ •aubsoj\^ ijjBqunjqQ 
aqj JO jBqj sb oiubs oqj A’ijobxo si p}rsi!i\;; iiujju'q oqj jo UB[d puuojS oqj, 

• (/O/yrf/JJ.Vjp .9^ tllDtlOu! U H UQ lt).(dU\)‘) 

•Sujjojiio uio.ij sjBq jiiOAOjd oj Suijjoii ojia\ Aq posojo uaaq oAinj 

SAVOpUIAV pUB JOOp Ot[J pUB ‘llOIJtpUOO pOoS HI SI OUbSOUI Siqj JO JOIJOJIU OI{X 
‘pajiBdoJ iiooq a\ou sBq oSBuiBp oqj jnq ‘ajusBojj uappiq joj SuiqoJBos a]iqA\ 
sooB[d snoijBA u{ Snp oq oj so[oq jiasinto oijAV suosjod iubjjod Aq iioSBuiup 
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niches corresponding to the doors on the other three sides. The square (of 
the main room) is changed into an octagonal form by arches springing from 
bmek stone pillars, 17 inches thick, which seem to be of Hindu workmanship. 

Above the octagon is a very flat vault, over wliich rises the liemi.spherieal 
dome.” 

As already observed, “ the whole surface of the ma.sjici, both in.sido and out- 
side, was once covered with glazed tiles*^ in various patterns of. four colours, 
green, yellow, blue and white, the pattern being formed of hexagons touchiim 
at the angles, vdth triangular pieces, alternately Avhite and blue, in the inter- 
stices * * Francklin has given an enthusiastic description of 

the beauty of this mosque, which he thinks is not surpassed for “ elegance of 
style, lightness of construction, or tasteful decoration, in any part of upper 
Hindustan. Cunningham agi’ees as to the pleasing aiJpearance of the build- 
ing, but states that “ lightness of construction is just the point in which the 
Muhammadan az'chitecture of Bengal fails.... Bor graceful outline, beauty 
of ornament, and stateliness of appearance, I greatly prefer the old Minar, 
the Tantipara Mosque, and the Dakhil GatoAvay ” (Report, pp. ()2-f)r)). 


Note on the name ‘ Lattan.’ 


There is a local tradition that the mosque was built by a dancing girl who, 
being a favourite of some King, acquired much wealth and built the beautiful 
mosque Avith all the money she had, as a meritorious work. She concealed 
her name and put the ICing’s name in the inscription tablet. The original 
meaning of the word is a ‘ Tumbler pigeon.’ ft may therefore la* that tlm 
dancing girl received her name Lattan from her acrobatic dancing. 

On this subject, the late Dr. Bloch wrote as follows : — 


“ I may mention in passing, that the modern name of this mos((ue, F.nlati 
Masjid, generally has been e.xplained as ‘ the Dancing ClitTs .Miustpie and 
that the word Latan has l)een taken as a corruption of the Bcmgali word for 

‘ dancing girl,’ Natin , — in Sanskrit natl. I am (juite wii!in,g to accept tluV 
explanation, but I very much doubt if it really Jiieans that the mosi|U(' 
built by a dancing girl. From ancient Indian inscriptions we certainly kiiov^ 
of several instances where ‘ dancing girls,’ or any other women of similiir 
ela.ss, called Canikd in .Sanskrit, joined with Ibiddhist monks or nuns, and \citli 
respectable laymen and hu'women, in adorning a sacred .Sta/.'/ or temple 
of their religion. However, I entertain grave rhnjbt.s if the .\laulavjs. //aa/Vi - .ind 
Khddinm, even at tlie capital of the Muhammadan Kin.gdom of Heng.d, ev. r 
would have deigned to accept the gift of a mosi|Ue, if it came fr<mi a d.immg 

‘Tile art of making enciuotic in htiuht ruloue- -till 'Oirvivv^ m .'iii-lii- 1 * 

colouring of tlio l.rifiw lia-- uliiu-wt (ti.-apjK'iirfil uml tin.' guj.. in lls!’ ,Viil[> • o ^ 

ivitli Jfiiun (.•lii-eilod bricks, 'ria-re am .-till remaining mun.v •.u,.ru-<»)t 

facing oa tlw out.-i.tc, and (hc-c n'gnirc .-imiiar sejiair.. to tim-.- •on et.-i ..n ti-' in ‘-y ■ 

The liudi pointings in c.'inent, done t*) the deeaved Ij.'k v.-rv c!nm.> , . .y 'COy 

111- tlic coincr.^, if tcpaiiinl up to t!a. top, uuuld r•■•o.'■.u• t • . oma evtcm M ’''••'y'*' ** 

'J'JiC'iv is u tank on lliecic-.'. iiidc, wldch '.vu*. furmc.dy included in tk - mo . a'.' o... 



. ‘iL^m .loqmoooQ 59^ 

^ '/JiH o:) t{:}uouf oi{;} i\vo[jB i{Lqi\r 

■’ ■' ;'■* -itfj •i'UJT^znj\r inqy uipp'CAV 'njCuinppn 

‘L ,v ■ ;5 P -’'fft? HI oorr[d ■j[Oo; oSpuq siq^ jo Sinppnq oqj, 

; M'.u-; ,j V-- j.ni'pniu} oq XiMu pint ((jgg -cl ’PyV) 1 ^ 

.>//;,?■ j- .:■; /;, p>;v./?v>^ a!(} III uiniun[ooiJj jCq pDijsqqml xiooq siiq oSpijq su}:^ 
JIM'/ .uj punoj uoipluos-iii oi[j^ •uavo:j oq:) jo .xoMopit oi{:j 

<>l i.i.n' j ,> -in.aiij pm; unup niitui oq.) jxnpipqKuoo qoujAx qapiAU "n joAO^pnq 
• u.) u <)A\j .'-'q j^ ;////;//»»'} aq) JO ijpios iioos nq o:^ SI oSpijq aitjiuiis y 

..‘^”"1 l-'-q fi~' !''*>’ piJHJq ]>'/aj s'l ifit.wpitoj aqj^ •soqatq j; joaj 9 Xpio o.wq 
.Mifio .iqj pm: ‘qaiq) saqaiq 9 jaaj pj “iiiaq saiio a|ppiiii oavj oq; ‘.loiiintui aunts 
aqi fit n,)Ksa| ospt s.iaul aq ]^ ‘M’’”! T (5 i-’-iqi^iH juia aq; jiint ‘saqaiii 

jaaj PI apis qaita tio aim ixau aq; •intils sai{au[ 9 ;aaj j| “uiati aiio aippiiu 
aq; ‘saqa.iit papiiotl a.\i| jo sjsisiu.a pint ‘.Cjiiibpmt ;va.i!rf Jo aq <>; s.nta'idu qj 
•piaa'.ap pm; piaasit apiian it sitq pm: sano;s pint sqai.iq qpAi jia.Mtd si ‘tjozim 
>/qi [unt itiifiti'f ai(] iiaa.upxj sa|| qojtj.u ‘aj)pi.u{ siqjj 

(CU V C-M l) 'irv r.'.is uopaiujsuoa jo ajvy j 

■sMjMJiv naq.] .10 MtuintH » •m 

(C.oni n-iily mu ‘mnssy pint ptruiaji 

u.ia;sK'.| ‘sau)\^ imi)it.\.iasuo, )) _ panbsimi s pud ^aiiamtii . aq; ;ou pun 

Jiiiiaintp It sa|tiiua-.a,i qaiq.w 'aid>soiu aq; , suitaiti Aipt-u siiq; /i/p'J'/l' 
atmtii ai(j pm; ’s[a,uar n'liiia; jqri pun sjuanui’i^ ;t|Sjjq q;i.u pajoAoa qjiJi Siuaintp 
1! JO napt aq; Jiin;) luapoiu jo spinsnad jinuoiirq aq; o; paisaniius ‘.;imoaan 
inqj uo 'Jiasjt auFisoiii aq p •.wopaA' pun iiaajM pun ‘aiqq pun a;iqA\ sn qatis 
•s.uu)((ia ;i(h'i.i(| iii Kapj pa/iqd q;j\\ ,taA<» [p: paqaap ‘apiKjuo pun apisiu ii;o(( ‘aaiin 
•jnadtln Apintii s)i jo piuoaan uo jnq ‘PM" ^uiaiinp n A<| Jittiq suav ;i asnnaaq ;ou 
aiunu siq; paAiaaa.i auhsoiu aq; ;u{] .'piiri liiiiaiinp n , ‘(i)iui naqsiinv;) ni/nx 

pi 'Av qnAuaji aqj jo luuplu.i.ioa 1: sn p.ioAv aq; jo uonn;a.ul.ia;ui jm\i.ina 

aq; jdaaan j •aaua.iaja.id .ujj OAin o; p.uitputt qaniit Ajoa p^aj | qaiqAV «>; *aiu 
(»; [».i.i.ittaa(» snq p//s 7 )/p /fap/'/ pU'Ai atp jft uoijnunidxa jaqjoiiY' 'injiiiaci jo 
ptjtdna piaiaiin aq; jo a;is aq; ;n aAi| a\ou oqw •siintsnad iinuoiini aq; iuiouin 
liia.i.ma iiompitj; ii.iapoui aq; o; Ap'.iaut awo a.w qaiipw aiiinii n uo ssa.i;s qatiiu 
00; Jl'ttiA*n| a.in a w ppMjn uin j 'Ajoaq; n qaiis ;daaan a.w ji iiOA'q •anlisoui n jo 
auipipuj aq; aqq >piOA\ sMO[.io;piaiu jo puiq amos A<| *aj|i .lauMoj aaq joj auo;n o; 
ajisap n passa.tdxa pun 'pajiiadaj aAitq jqritut ’arin ppi jo qano.iddn aq; q;p\\ ‘oipw 
‘.vu/p,u//t>./ .»•//// atffi/p jiiapunt mt ju jios auio,- uaaq aanq jqn’tiu aqs qraimjipt ‘pija 
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4^r-.9 >I»a-Tnfr P no.-tr.pp,s jnsn,^ a.^Ln - ,„p 

n,nppr.«.u,u,s. ^u,,,,.^ otp ;o ao. 'an„ns< otp jo no.. ‘u^ins^Mlor,^ 
p„. ..oploo,! JO p.H,T «ti,pp,5. j^o.ro pn. j.«po.p /q jrrnq.HAvonb.OTU sL 

^ -oFfpnivj u, .,.),;imJ .wiuins- v irrrrf .roj p,inq i[jm ijijify ^ijyjiy joj onbsoTu n sp]mq 
.roAOO r.W ^ pn.. osp, sn.q j3rj(ro.Tj oqjj /qiqjy-ifjiAv ouo jCuh ojuioossh joii op o. 
^III\ J ' q<^q s’.uibsour jjT? /[o-rng ^ : pi??, ifufry ifjqStrary ,, — 'uoi'i'Djsiiv.tjJ 
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"iP .C*ir^ ^ m' frr f'TJ^ e*-^ (nr I'^'Pj ^ fiP ipf^ 


— : Avoroq iioAjS o.ii? noiji?[SiUT.Tj put? SiTiptroa oqj;, •sj.Ttrd OAvq ojui popiAip oq oj 
r)i??f Riur jr uorjcrijosur oqj jo r[jSuor jtro.iS oifj oj Suiavq 'jji poxoutit? 

oqj ui uoos oq iCiuii (q.io(Io'j:j spauirSuiuintr) uiojj) qx jo uoiqonpo.TcIo.T t? put? 
‘OKoK paisquinu uinosnj,\r t?jqnop?r) oqq ui SupC[ avou si qj -ootird sxqq qt? qsiqquj 
JO (It? 3 i[ t? .i 3 pim qsiprtig; Tipjij tqsuuj\r .?Cq punoj st?Av qT{Si 3 q ui qour j qo 3 j f 
pin? ipSiioj ut soqouT j? qooj jj Sui.tnst? 3 ui ‘uotqcli.xosui v.iiil'm jj oSjt?] t? qr.gj uj 


•vo7]di.tOffn / 


•.p\?o.i 

p.nrojj qoi.rqsjd oi{q jo opis .loqqo oqq no ‘onbsoui oqq jo qst ?3 oqq oq qiiui t? 
}o .TopTunb t? qnoqt? sop !qS|(j tjujug; oqx ‘-FOav p?quouit?ujo pxjiqntraq otuos 
qqiAv opis qq.iou oqq uo uoos oq oq qjiqs si (qooj jq .i^q qoaj ST) ^qq Jo 

uoiqoofo.id ipnus y' •Suipriiiq ot[q jo .iou.ioo qso.vv-qq.iou oqq ui ‘ui.iojqt?rd posTi?.i 
.TO ‘i^.iO]H?® .^soipt?j 1 ? osp? st?AV o.ioqjj 'opis qsT?o oqq uo onbsoui sxqq ui p) 3 pn] 0 xix 
si?.\v ‘opiAV soqoui 9 qooj pj ‘qupnuioA y qiuo.iq qooj o.x 3 .\v suioo.i opts 
podt?qBqo.x.xx?q t? ipiAv po.xOAOo sx?av qi put? soqoux 9 qooj eg itq qooj JS 
si?.\\ ]p?q ]i?.iqxioo oqj^ •suotsiAxp oo.xqq sx?q onbsoui oqx •po.xx?oddt?Rip avou sx?q 
q;)it(,vv JO qsoui ‘q.iOAv rioA.ixTo jo qnj suav onbsoxu oqq jo .xoi.xoqxiT ox[x 'qq^T^^ 
-.loqxi.Av opxnu sdoq oqq pin? po.xit?do.x xiooq Xqquooo.x OAt?q xrqnos pun qso.vv oxjq uo 
s’|p?,\v oi|q JO suoiq.iod Suiqsixo oqj, •inuopnjrit? snx{ joo.xox|qqnq ‘opxAv.soqouxg 
qooj i9 iCq ®uo| soqoiit 9 qooj TIT ^1 ■f''-nq]id ouoqs xjqiAV ^pi.xq jo q|inq onbsoxu 
o®.n?j t? sputiqs ootqd siqq uj •(onbsoxxi Suxiuorpi? oxjq oq qtoqotxqqt? st?.vv i[iiS!V.ipnw 
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lvAo:i jo QBjTsqo' ux j9.xt\si3aTj|[, 

oqq. iCq ^mnq avw onbsoxn oqq qx^qq. xioiuido jo suav ‘xi'Bpt^j\[ o aoqooqoQ oq'B] ‘qojo^ Mj\r j 

^ Isi"* Ir^T^*. ^ ^ (fT |ny l^f'f'TT' 1^ 

1^1 • ? • 


I'F IfH (ip' y-^ (_a^ qnr ^ 


(Ip’ * 

— : ^'BAV.ioop aypptitr oq^; .toao tioT(;{TTJosiTi aqq^ jo ^xa:}. ax];^ si Sixpwoqoj axppj 

(•pj^aaijoa %qSi[s— urtn^Siiumno) ./fiTGT P«^- SGtT 'QT 'Cx-O 668 
'H'Y s.xxiaj? ai[!j xiaoAxijaq !)]inq sv.a\ cji cjiiij!) Avouq aAv tiOAiS si (qvqg iiixisn]q) Suxaj 
ai|:^ JO anmii aqj six jnq f Siqpipxq aqj jo uoijoa.ia axjj jo aj'ep v.iC'jff oqj .lajjaxi 
oi{j TfjTAv pin? JOU.TOO pinnj jjaj .ioaioj axjj pin? jaujoo pxn?T{ jx]Su .xacldn axjj qjoq 
jsoj si.?q ‘iCx?AV.TOO]i apipini aqj .ioao paoT?]xl si qaiipw ‘qiiis iioijcTi.iosiii ex|jj 

•SjCixAiJoop aqj 

iiaoAijaq saqaiu j^clnooo os[i? sSiqA.nxo Avoqiiqs oun?s aqjp • • • ’Sinpiinq 

aqj oj asojo ajinb soaij.ii? auo [jij poAjasqo jou si Suiajiio aqj pm? Aioqiiqs si 
Sitrjjna aqj jnq ‘juaixn?it.TO jo spm?q pixo.iq qpAV pa.iap.ioq a.n? SiCi?Av.ioop aipp, 

•an?[d jsonqi? st qaiqAx (anbsoj\r uop{OQ jx:o.Tp) aqj) IJUMimdjg; 
aqj JO juo.Tj oi[j oj jsi?.ijuoa in ‘ji no “niA.nio ang ^toa oiiios si?q .njd 
-’/n.iiq JO aqj ‘snoijn.ijsn]]! (laxamn? oqj uio.ij naas aq .Ci?ni sy • 

•oai?j 

opisnr oqj .ioao gi? saso.T p?juaun?n.TO innjnoa pm? a|pj)iin aqj in a.n? soinop 
jnpiuiiiJiCd aqj^ •anbsom aqj in sauiop p?piim?.nCd oajqj pm? sainop ]i?ai.Toqd 
-siuiaq a.n? o.roqj^ -A’iiaii? pa.n?a[a s[[i?av jnn? doj aqj inojj saa.ij aqj qi? pm? 
jnaimuaAOQ Aq pa.iojsa.i noo({ OAi?t[ Aoqj (qOGT ”!) "'’'^'1? i68T P' oqvnb 

-qj.n?o aqj “ni.inp in gaj gu.w n.iajsoAi aqj jo j.n?d i? pm? sauioji aa.iqq, ^/sauiop 
p?ai.iaqds'nuaq j[i?tns qjiAV pa.iaAoa Snracj ‘o[qs qai?a no ‘sA'i?q .laqjo xis aqj 
a|ppuu aqj in “nijaaiu ‘SinjpniA jo sjnaui“as jiig .moj qjiAV pajoo.i ijana a.n? OAi?n 

aqj Sniui.ioj sA’i?q aippiui aa.iqj aqj^ Jito.ij nt sAiiAx.ioop paqa.n? 

OAg qji.u sa|sn? [mnpnji°no| aa.iqj ojin papiAip ‘saqani g jaaj pp Aq soqoni p 
jaaj 01 SI .touajin aqg;^ 0? ^>^oqi? pm? apisjno jaaj pio Aq jaaj jg* * 

}[ 00 [([ .n?[n8m?jaa.i., i? si Stnp([iU( aqg^ -anojs qji.w pa.anj qouq jo jpnq si jj 
•,i[annno i? Aij jpnq si?a\ ji' ji?qj Sniaq noijipii.ij aqj ‘pifftviu-i.y-yvfv.vvyAi 
aqj St aiiiini .laqjom? ji?qj jqoj naaq osp? aAX?q a.w jnq ! i>i(og t}0\[i{Q 

or|j })ojp?o A|nonmioa si ‘qm?j jsa.u Aq jsi?a oJ?.n?[ i? jo .lan.ioa jsaA\-qjnos 
aqj JI? pm? ‘.lu'/ij^f uio.ij sajiui pj ‘jii?o,i fm?j1qij.\vi?]q aqj jo ajqs n.iajsi?a 

aqj no ‘.im?;) jo .laj.iiiiib jsoinu.iaqjnos aqj iii pajimjis si qaiq.w ‘anbsom siqj^ 

[■GTt'r'COT’I — mjjpig jo ti“[o.i aqj in pimmnnpij^ iPbVV ^'6 ^IPPf] 

•Hn.i’/niTT^q xv [inrisoiy; NDKriojj ’ni’Kg mhj, '61 
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17. — Dctaila of Ornamentation round the doors of die Small Golden Mosque, .Flruzjrur, Gaur, 
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{•gi •(! ‘‘ip 'do ‘rai3q 

-SmuutiQ) ^^•uot'^duosm 9% jo slatti99 OAvj aqj jo ssoj; aq!^ su ‘gg 

‘i{dui§o:}.or{d s^M.'BqsuaA'B'jj ut iraas aq U'bo asaq;; qy t 0 > VJi 

SBq c^jaj aq;^ tio puB ‘. ^uBipiBn^) q , ‘2i/’pjy VX sBq y|§ij aij^ uo (^Bq;^ 

• cP^D O, ‘WllV VX ®IPPP^ 'POD P auiBu b SmuiByioo 

qoBa 'sajaita jByiamBujo aajq:^ ajB ajaqg, uoi^-dijosui siq:^ jo aiiq-pira aq;^ tij 

•(gouaqojqsijBaiC) ^ 

i asBaiaut iCjraSrp puB anjBA gp x^bj)\[ — ; qvCv^ jo q^uoni passajq sp^Bqy jo iCBp 
q9.pX SI a^Bp snoxaidgriB g^j j xxaii aqx ut puB pjiOAv giqx ui q^oq mxq cjsxggB 
qqqy ■'Cq.qSruijy i!Bj\[ — j[qguBj/\[ 8nfBj\[ sqB_[Bj\[qngqCBj,^ jo ax^iq. oq'X sBq oqAV 
‘ijy, JO uog ‘pBuiaiBT[ni\[ ipy^^ iCq tiBqy in jgnaj luojj puB gaAijoiu aiaouig 
puB a.ind IUO.IJ jpnq gi anT)goj\[ ,nayf siqj^ j op.t giq puB mopSinq 8iq 
ajBnjadiad qBqy ^bj\[ — unBgnjjqy ‘uBcqng aqj qBqg uiBgnjj .TBjjBznj\[ |uqy 
urppBAV BiCumppuB^y, ‘guiqgnj^ aqj puB niBisj jo .iopuaja(j aqj jdub jooid puB 
paap /Cq qpqy jo juaSajaoi/^ aqj ‘iCjqSiUT{y aqj jo qjBd aqjuo gaAiJjg oqAV ‘aSpnp 
oiua.idng ai[j jo aouBjgiggB ai[j iCq pajgiggB gi oqAV ‘gpaap pooS puB qjnjj jo gpjoAV 
aijj gj]Bxa oi[AV ‘iiaiuoAv puB iiaui uiqgnj^r no jCojaiu gBq oqAv ‘ssaugnoiaidgny jo 
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Hindu inittycs in tJia Swull Qoldcyi JHos^uc. 

Creightoii in liis “ Euins of Gour ” has published sketches of the figures 
of tho^ Variiha-Avatara, Sivani (or, more probably, Saraswati), Brahmani, and 
Bhawani (Siva), the Hindu gods and goddesses Avhose images were found inside 
the mosque. The stones containing these images were set up in the wall with 
the figure inside and the freshly ornamented back surface outside. As- 
Creighton points out, the Muhammadan rulers did not like to keep any Hindu 
temple in their dominion and so they destroyed the temples and utilised the 
materials in the construction of the mosques. It seems to the ■writer that the 
builder of the mosque had collected the stones containing the figures of the 
Hindu gods from the citadel of Gaur where .temples must have existed in the 
time of the earlier Hindu kings. The builder did not expect that the figures 
Avould ever come to light, but the changes of time caused a certain portion of 
the u’esfc ivall to fall down and the images were exposed^. 


The Ladies' Gallery. 

In the north-west corner of the masjid there is a raised stone platform for 
the accommodation of ladies. It is partly broken, and one of the missing 
stones measuring 6 feet 3 inches by 6 feet is lying in the Dargah of Shah 
Ni'matullah. If brought back, it would fill the vacant place exactly. 


Miscellaneous Notes on the Chhotl Sana Masjid. 

(а) The face-stones of the prayer-niches of the west wall were removed when 
the wall collapsed. It is miderstood that the whole structure of one of the 
prayer-niches is now in a Museum in England. 

(б) There exists a gate in a ruined state on the east side’ of the mosque. 
It was origmally faced with stone-work but now all the facings are gone and 
the interior is exposed. The compound is now fenced with a 'vvire fencing and 
a Avr ought iron gate. 

(c) The late Dr. T. Bloeh in 1909 made the foUoAving remarks on the con- 
servation of this monument ; — 

“ I have been very much pleased Avith the restored tile-Avork around the 
springing of some of the new domes in this mosque, and especially AAutli the new 


1 On the other hand, from Manrique’s statement (op. cit., p. 128) that, in 1641, he raw 
figures of idols standing in niches surrounded by carved grotesques and leaves m some stone 
reservoirs in Gaur, it is quite possible that— except during periods of persecution— the 
Muhammadan Kings of Gaip: allowed idols and Hindu temples to remain unmoleste m 
their capital. — E. S, 
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Jrimi‘ Alosque attached to the Shrine. 

A mosiiuc with three domes lies immediately to the south-west of the shrine. 
It is in good condition and is said to have been built by the Saint. Both the 
mosque and the tomb are much frequented by Muhammadans who visit them 
in large numbers to offer ijrayers. 


Tah-Klulna, or Hot Weather Building. 

T-his is a brick building situated in the middle of the west bank of the big 
tank, immediately to the south of the Jdnii‘ Mosque at Flruzpur, and some say 
that Shah Shuja' built this tAvo-storied building for Shah Ni'matuUah. It is 
116 feet long from north to south and about 38 feet Avide. It has many rooms, 
AAuth vei’andahs on both sides, but is noAv in a dilapidated condition. The roof 
is a flat-terraced one. The central room is said to be AA’here Shah Shuja‘ used 
to sit : and the building is the only one in Gaur in AA^hich AA'ooden beams are 
• reinforced in concrete AA'ork. It is also said that the building Avas constructed 
for the temporary stay of Shah Shujii' AAdien he came to A^isit his Alurshid 
(spiritual guide), Shah Ni'matullah, at Firuzpur. The building has a A'ery 
pleasing apiJearance Avhen seen from the opposite side of the tank : but is iioav 
completely deserted owing, it is said, to the severe type of feA’^er that breaks 
out each Rains in the locality. 


Abstract of a Farman granted by the Emyeror Aurangzib to Shah 
Ni‘matulldh of Firuzpur. 

“ As due regard and respect and the fidfihnent of the desmes and inclinations 
of the Saiyids, Avho are dii-ectly connected with the Prophet, is deeply rooted 
in the generous and pious mind (of the Sultan), during this ausj)icious period 
an example of Royal mimificence has been evinced towards Shah 
Ni'matuUah, the Asylum of the Saiyids and of the Nobles and of those well 
acquainted with the art of Haqiqat and Ma‘rifat (spiiitual knowledge), 
and an exalted Fartndn from the Shelter of Benevolence and Kindness has 
been issued to the effect that a sum of Rs. 5,000 from the Pargana 
Dar-Sarak in Sarhdr Jannatabad in the Subah (Province) of Bengal with 
effect from the begimiing of the autumn harA^est be granted to him as his 
maintenance and for that of his descendants, so that he may pass his life in 
ease and comfort and continue to pray for the ever-increasing prosperity 
of the Empire. 

This Imperial Order shall be considered by all State Officials as permanent, 
and the Alaiizas yielding an income of Rs. 5,000 from the above-mentioned 
Pargana shall be made over to him for his maintenance. The above sum 
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ends, and has a window high up in the back wall over the prayer-niche. On 
each side there are three aisles with four openings to the front. There are, 
therefore, 12 squares on each side, which are covered with hemispherical brick 
domes resting on stone pillars 1 foot 7^ inches square^. The four middle piers 
wWch support the vaulted roof are octagonal, with bases 4^ feet square, and a 
pilaster on each face con-esponding with the smaller pillars of the aisles. The 
whole of the facmg of the back wall and side walls has been stripped off : but 
as it measures in its present rough state rather more than 7 feet in thickness, it 
could not have been less than 8 feet originally. The whole building was 
therefore 140 feet 9 inches m length by 59 feet in breadth outside.. . .°. The 
mosque also had a corridor along the whole front, as shown by a portion of 
the vaulted roof which still remains. This would have increased the breadth 
by about IS feet, thus bringing it up to 77 feet, which is just the same as 
that of the Great Golden Mosque.” 


22. The Chhota Sagas Dighi ; and Bhlta (eaised flints of tee souse) 
OF CHAjfD Saudag AS (alias THE BelbIki Madrasah) . 

Beyond the Tantipara Mosque, and at about the same distance from the 
Nawabganj road to the east, as the Giuunant Mosque is to the west, hes a 
large N X S tank — half a mile long — which is called the Ghhola Sagar Biglii 
(to differentiate it from the main Sagar Dighi in the north-west of Gaur — vide 
later : No. 27). At the northern end of this tank are to be seen the 
remains of a large building consisting of a number of grey and black polished 
stone pillars. Though the local people caU it the Bhlta of Chand 
Saudagar ” yet General Oimningham is more probably correct in referring to 


^ Nine of the domes on the north of the central bay liave collapsed but the walls are 
standing. It is presumed that a ladies’ gallery similar to that in the Aclina Hasjid existed in 
the northern bay of this mosgue. Beautiful ornamental stones of the corbels supporting the 
platfor-m have been collected from the site for the proposed local museum at English Bazar. 

[These stones have now (1930) been transferred to the Museum in the Gumti Gate. The 
Khan Saliib in Iris original text corrected the length of the building to loS feet : and the 
figm-e given by Cunningfcam is certainly incorrect as measurements made at my request 
by the local District Inspector of Schools gave the following results : 





Outside. 

Inside. 

Length 

• • 

• • 

157' 

142' 9" 

Breadth 

.. 


50' 

43' O'' 


I may add that the inscription General Cunningham reiers to is the beautiful 
one reproduced in Plate XXni of his Keport, but concealed under the heading 
YUSUF SHAH. As it has not apparently been previously read and contain-s moat 
interesting allusions to the geography of either Gaur or— more probably— Eastern I^uigal 
where several Inscriptions of the reign of JahiJuddIn Path Shall have been foun 
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i!q pajiqBqui si qotqM. puB jbojo Axqa si qaiq^M. jo jajB^ aqj ‘SuiuiofpB quBj a§JBj b 
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accept the pudda, . Thereupon a large alligator conies up from under the 
water to the hank, takes the pudda and goes back again. Sometimes, though 
often called, he does not come, or if he cgmes, does not take the pudda, even 
though entreated to do so, and then the donor suspects that it is from some 
fault of his that the offering is not received. It should be mentioned here 
that the practice of offering pudda is growing out of date and is not followed 
with the same enthusiasm as in the past. 


24. PiYASBAEi Tank. 

Proceeding further northward on our return jornney, a large tank only 
slightly smaller than the ChJiota Sugar DigTii is fomid on the eastern side of 
the main road, close to the place where the side road leading to the Bdrddivdn 
-Masjid (Great Golden Mosque) and the Ddkhil Darwdzah turns off to the west. 
This is near the 8th milestone, and the tank is knowm as the Piydsbdrl Digld- 

A bungalow has recently been built here by the District Board, on the west 
bank of this tank. Tradition narrates that the water of this tank was formerly 
very impure and most injurious to health, and that condemned criminals were 
allowed to drink nothing but the water from this tank and so j)erished. Abid 
Fazl tells us “ Criminals capitally condemned w'^ere allowed no other drink than 
this water, but Akbar stopped this praetice.” Major Franckhn, however, 
deseribes the water as exeellent whieh, in fact, it still is. The name Piydsbdrl ' 
— the “ abode of thirst ” — must refer to the building in which prisoners were 
confined. On the west bank of the tank and near the bungalow there is a pacca 
ghat with two stone-elephants, one on each side, about 3 feet below water 
level. The cause of these being placed here, and who made them and why, 
are matters as yet unexplained. 


25. Tamaltola at RlMKimi. 

The small village called Ramkeli which hes midw'ay between the Bdrddudrl 
Masjid and the Piyasbari Bungalow, deserves a visit from any one avIio halts at 


^ Tills is a relic of pre-Muliammadan times. Khizr in the oast is the God of V\ atcr 
and of Rivers. In the west he has even become the patron Saint of England, St. George. 
Throughout Bengal offerings are made to tanlis and rivers on Thursday evening.^ , >* 

especiall3'' on the last Thursday of the month of Bhadra (August-September) in " f 
annual rains begin to cease, ornamented boats, made of plantain loaves, or jiaper, aiu lav ing 
in them offerings of food and a light, are floated on to the water by the u oinan uors 1 1 
in honour of the God. The object is apparently to protect their relatives u hen 
by river or on the sea. Our author’s account of the feeding of the crocot i h . ’ 

with slight alterations, from Munshi Ilahl Baklish, and is very siniilui to ‘ 
by Buchanan-Hamilton of tho behaviour of two crocodiles m a tank a . a 1311 ^ 

75-0 of V. H. Jaclison’s edition of Fr. Buchanan’s ‘ Account of Purnen 



oi^q, JO odojs ji3npt?aS oaoui oxij A!q put? sdjis axoqj aoAO pojxxjtxxuuooxj souojs pux? 
sqoTjq JO sstxxu Qxjj ^q poxisinSuijsrp Xpio avoxi oit? ssoqj^ ‘spiio qjnos pux? qjjou 
oxij JO x[0'B8 jx} ouo 0SJ13 SX3AV o.xox}j ojxxjAv 's>ixix}q jsoAV pux? JSX30 oxjj uo joxjjo qoua 
pooxjj T{oix{AV JO .xnoj ‘x{!jpx?ojq xir spjt?it pq qox?o ‘saoixid SuipxixJi .10 gfmiB 
-xiosxxxu xis pijxf jj •xixSrjo xxpujjj sjx SxiiAOad ‘xjjnos oj x[jaoxx uioaj bi xjjSuoj oqj^ 
•spax?/C 008 spax?A! 000‘T soansxxoxu jojuav jxxnjox? ax^j ! pxjoaq o|iui -c jjt?x{ iCq 
8x10] ojxxxi oxio iCiaojaxi si jx pxxu ‘aijdtjxijjnppig jxx — • so 8 xit!Q ox[J jo paq aauiaoj aqj 
— u[juir8xjqg[ ox[j xto VJ^^) Siitqjtjq ao ‘umi^ vBuvq oi{J oj Sxqpxxo] pxxo.x ax]j jo xjjaou 
oxjj xio axi^xig; xjsijSxijj; jojsoax-xjjuos sojixxi xis jnoqi? soij qutij snoxxiaoxio six{j, 

•nioicr iivoys J.vajio airx ‘LZ 


• 8 uianoj-anM iip.xx ui pasojo sj jxunodxuoo oqj jo iioij.iod juoaj 
oqj pxix? qaoA\i|jai?a xj.jiav jiouoqjSuo.ijs a\ou oau savnid oqj jo sasiiq oxjj, 

•anxj|) JO 8xn\[ ii jo ‘aojsuu]^’ axinafj ao ‘xnjAxic] xi jo asiioq aqj oj po8uojaq 
Xoqj jiiqj s^ijs ‘aaAOAxoq ‘tioijipHa] piaoq -oiibsmu qnqj jo iCaa[|X);;) ,soipx?q[ 
oqj JO jaxul paxuaoj anno sC|(]iK|oa(l jsoiu ‘jmit ‘aiibso]^ xiapjo;) jx:ojq oxjj jo 
si(tuti|oo oiiojs oqj oj ait[|nnK Xma aaii A'aqj^ ’oaij it aapmi ‘apjs js-tto aqj xio ‘[ixtoy 
fxniStpjAixt^^ oijj JO ouojsa|jiiu|jj_ aip aiiaii ptntjs saxtjjid ouojs aiuospumj oa\x 

•KMvnqj 0A\j, -Do 


•uxqijintg 

])uxt (In)] JO A\oi|(Iau aqj ‘iumjavko;) Atf At] jiajxtAiiaxa aaaAv ijioiivuuxtj/jxt s^juxxj 
anoj osaqj jiti|} s.qitjs- itoijqnM) [itaoq •ui!(|itpiiia}] jit Kjpinj anijiuis jo saxuxtxi 
aijj aajjit jiiits SI jt — '/ P'”' P’iPP}f ‘vpuity 

vmijUi^ JO sauntu aqj A(| jiaipta aait i|ajqA\ m}nqvip aqj jo tpiios jnnt tpaoxi 
ni|j oj squi!) . iptniK anoj ospt a.iit a.iaqj ‘j j; •{! uo paiiopuatu uaaij Ajutaap! sxnj 
jiiip ai!8ijj^' (111)] jjajpia (jaaj ODK Aij jaaj oos' ’1H(><1V) -P”’) S X •’•’^•“'1 
sajiisajj ‘jaa] s aajsitj^; ai() jo aiiois tit juiadiooj it ospi si Aiaq p •uoijxtjipaiu 
III 8ujjjjs xtAuxt)im|j 8 uia\oi|s ])a)aa.ia iiaaq (q;:]]]) ApuaoiXi sitq japptj jiatjjaasui 
uxi Slip uo ])Uii ‘(vjpjtjDip) uiaojji!](l jiasiiM xt A(| jiajmiuuans Avottaax; saaaj aqj, 

•aajsitj^^* aq] ipiAV avoiajoj 

-UI nil pill] jiasuui| upiKiij] uijjjns; piq 'saidiasi}) sptA'uitjiniu aiuoaaq ‘intjijxntg 
])uxi (In)] ‘sjajsuiij\' uiiutpta)] b unjju^' aq) ]nj) A'juo jou xiaiqAv jx; jods aq) sxtAV 
Kixp jxtij) jinis sj •)[ ])Uit 'saaa) tXjitttiptKp iiJ.y auoj uaaAxjax] ‘aatiajstva ut nt)S si jxts 
aq x{ajqA\ J.)])un aaa) jniiin} aq]^ ‘iqojptuixtj^ sxt snomitj axou a 8 x!|ijA aip ui aaxx|d 
X! ^)ii sAxi]) A\aj It aoj j)a)p!q jiuxt ’qxtqv^ uiitsnjj xn.qpxv^ jo xi 8 i.ia axj) 8 xuanp uxtq 
-itjniiaf] o) XxtAX siq uo (aiiup) ?//.(/• jo xptioui aq) ui ]>aAiaai! ‘|i; 8 ua{j jo aaiuaojaa 
snoi8qaa ‘)i!0.i8 aqj ‘x!A'uxi)ntq,) jiti]) a.iaq sxtAx ■)] • ’A'jiuiaiA aq) xu jnuxoj aq o) 
oJXi jitxj) amqj jo sSuipiuKj juaiaxut aq) jmnoa ano) xt Suiqxtiusiao'Axojxt^unqaic) 


G8 


•VIKIKV.I JU)V!) ao SJllOl'CaiK 



MEMOIRS OF GAUR AND PANDUA. 

bank towards the water’s edge. This great work is said to have been commenc- 
ed in the reign of Lakhan Sen about the middle of -the 12th century A.D.^ It is 
now full of weeds, but is still a beautiful sight ; while the water is pure and 
sweet up to.the present day. 


28 . Tomb of Shaike Akhi Sirajuddin ‘Usman. 

The tomb of this saint who is locally referred to either as Purdna Plr (the 
Old Saint), or Plrdn-i-'plr (Saint of Saints)^ is situated at the north-west 
corner of the Sagar Dighi. It is remarkable for the three very elegant embra- 
sures of the old enclosure Avail that immediately surrounds the actual building 
that covers the tomb itself. Those to the east and Avest are 7^ feet deep Avhile 
that to the north — opposite the entrance gate — measures 6 feet in depth. 
The pierced and decorated brickwork that closed the eastern embrasure has 
noAv disappeared, and that, on the west is greatly damaged. It is only on^ the 
north that the brickAV'ork remains more or less in its original condition. 

The enclosure wall Avlth its gate, as well as the simple masonry building 
over the grave of the Saint, has been repaired of recent years (about 1900), 
and the only inscriptions now found at, the place are fixed, two to the left and 
two to the right of the doorway of the building that contains the Saint’s tomb. 
One of each of these inscriptions simply bears an inscription from the Qur’an. 
The other tAVo run as folloAvs : — 

Left-ha7id Inscription . — 

. * 'ilioJe-Mj ^ ixJM dJlkbw J (jXl/* 4Ul iAIA 


Tra 7 islation . — “Verily this gateAvay of the tomb of the revered Shaikh 
Akhi Sirajuddin was built by the Exalted and Liberal Sultan ‘Alaudduniya 
waddin Abul Muzaffar Husain Shah, the Sultan, son of Saiyid Ashraf 
al-Husaini — May AUah perpetuate his Kingdom and Rule ! — in the year 910 
A.H.” (1510 A.D.). 

1 Vide Ravenshaw’s Qaur^ p. 6. As, however, it is also mentioned in histories 
that Husain Shah excavated a large tank in 916 A.H. (1510 A.D.), the Sdgar Dighi may 
have been re- excavated at that time, but, in view of the probable connection of Husain 
Shah with a building to the north of the Chhota Sugar Dighi (vide Note 1, p. 87) it is 
more likely that it is the latter tank which is referred to. — H. E. S. 

2 The former seems more probable, as I am informed that the title Plrdn-i^plr is 
associated only with the name of the well-known saint ‘Abdul Qadir Jilani. H. E. S. 
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It IS said by. the locol mawlaivis that the articles of every day use such as 
Qur an, Tasbih (rosary), Rihal (book-stand), etc., of the Saint have also been 

buried at thejiead of the grave, and that this accounts for the abnormal 
length of the grave. 


29. The Jahaniyan MAS,ni». 

[Date of construction- 941 A.H. (1538 A.D.), in the reign of Ghiyasuddin 

Mahmud Shah.] 

Ravenshaw referred to this mosque by the name of Jan- Jan Miyan’s mosque, 
but the local people call it the Jhan Jhania Ma.sjid. Possibly these names 
are only corruptions of the name of one of the saints ( Jahaniyan Jahangasht) 
mentioned in the previous paragraph. The building is situated a little to the 
south of the tomb of Alrhi Sirajuddin. 

The mosque is 56 feet long and 42 feet wide, the inner dimensions being 
40 feet by 26 feet 3 inches. “It is an oblong brick building faced with 
stucco, with three arched openings in front and octagonal towers at the corners 
finished with petty pinnacles above the roof level. The roof consists of six 


^ The late Khun Sahib has omitted to refer to a very important inscription on some 
brides now in the Indian Museum which General Cunningham argued came from a panel of 
about the same total size that was still visible in 1879 over the main gateway of the tomb 
of Akhi Sirajuddin. Cunningham read the last word on the fourth brick to be Saha^mVaiin 
(700), and hence concluded that the King, Ghiyasuddin, mentioned on one of the other 
bricks was A‘zam Shah (the son of Sikandar Shah) who reigned as sole lung of Bengal 
from A.H. 792 to 813. The word looks however more like tisa^ ‘mV atm (900) in wliich case 
the King who put up the inscription was Ghiyasuddin Mahmud Shah (the son of Husain 
Shah) who reigned from A.H. 939 to 944. The importance of this inscription is not so much 
in regard to the ICing’s name, but the place name of Shahr Muhammaddhdd clearly given 
on the last brick. If Cunningham was right in assigning this inscription to the gateway of 
Akhi Sirajuddin’s tomb, this gives us in all probability the local name of this part of Gaur. 
It is hardly likely that the name could have been derived from Jalaluddin Muhammad (the 
son of Raja Kans — ^A.H. 818) as all associations of this King were with Pandua. As there 
is*no other King of this name among the Kings of Bengal, it appears highly probable that 
the name was derived from that of Muhammad Tughlaq of Delhi who, after conquering and 
slaying Sultan Ghiyasuddin Bahadur of Bengal * about the year A.H. 728 (A.D. 1328), 
included for a short time Bengal within his dominions. From the existence of the Sdgar 
Dighl it is probable .that the headquarters of the Hindu Kings who excavated this enor- 
mous tank %v^e in its immediate vicinity, and it would be only natural if the early Muham- 
madan Governoi’s and Kings of Bengal (including Qadar Khan, the Governor appointed 
by Muhammad Tughlaq) continued to use the vicinity ‘of the Sdgar Diglil as their head- 
quarters. The soundness of the argument depends to some extent on whether or not 
Cunningham was correct in assigning the inscription to the shrine of Akhi Sirajuddin, 
but the fact that Akhi Sirajuddin was buried at this spot about the middle of the 14th 
century suggests that at this time the place was still of some importance. In any case the 
theory just given offers some explanation of the previously unexplained name "Muhammacirv- 
bM, which is found as a Mint name on several coins issued between A.H. 880 (?) and 913. 

— H. E. S. ' 
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OF GAUE AND PANDUA. 

Section II— Pandua. 

P ANDUA, or Parua, is ai deserted to^ra situated 11 miles from Euglisli 
Bazar and 20 miles from Gaur in a north-easterly direction. It was 
_ once the Bluhammadan capital of Bengal ; but it was almost certainly 
in existence as a Hindu capital long before the advent of the Muhammadans. 
According to the Biyaz, the first mention of Pandua in Muhammadan 
history is when Shamsuddin Ilyas Shah mounted the throne of Bengal 
m Hazrat Pandua after killing ‘Alauddin 'Ali Shah ; but coins struck by the 
latter king in 743-4 A.H. (1342-3 A.D.) at Piruzabad-the Muhammadan 
court name for Pandua are Icnown, so that ‘Alauddin must also have had his 
capital there.i Hyas Shah himself kept the cajiital at Pandua after ‘Alauddin’s 
death in 746 A.H. (1345 A.D.) as coins were subsequently struck by him at 
Piruzabad in 747 and 751 A.H. , and no coins of Ilyas (or indeed any 
subsequent King of Bengal) struck at Lakhnauti are known. The seat of 
Government seems to have remained at Pandua till the reign of Nasiruddin. 
Mahmud Shah (1442-59) who re-transferred it to Gaur. 


Dr. Biiclicinan Hamilton’s Descri'ption of Pandua. 

The earliest account of the site is that of Dr. Buchanan Hamilton who, 
in the course of his survey, about 1808, of this part of the Maldah district, 
which was then incorporated in the larger district of Dinajpur, wrote as 
follows'^ : — 

“ A road, paved ivith brick, from 12 to 15 feet wide, and not very straight, 
seems to have passed through the whole length of the town ; and from about 


^ The name FiruzabM indicates that Pandua had been made the capital of Bengal 30 
years or more earlier by Shamsuddin Firuz Shah (1301-22) though no coins struck by this 
King from this mint have hitherto come to light. The name of the place in these times is 
known from the coins of the Hindu Kings, Danuja Marddana Deva (Raja Kans) and Mahen- 
dra Deva, issued in 1417 and 1418, to have been Ptodunagar (the City of Pandu) which 
suggests that the tradition then was that the city had been founded by the Pandu brothers 
of early Hindu history. In other words, even in the early 15th century it was believed 
to be a place of considerable antiquity. The tradition has ' continued down to recent, 
and even to the present time : vide the story quoted on p. 143 from Ravenshaw that the 
Satalsyhara Dighl, was dug by Arjun Pandava ; and the existence, to tlie immediate S. B. 
of this tank, of the Pdndo'p Pdjd JDdldti. The reason for the establislunent of Pandua 
in the first instance seems to have been the existence of an ‘ island ’ of hdriiid (old red allu- 
vium), close to the junction of the Mahananda river, and a former bed of the Ganges. 
Later, when the main coui’se of the Ganges moved further south and the Mahananda, 
which still protects the town on the west, lengthened its course, Old Maldah at the 
junction of the Mahananda and the KalindrI (which took tlie place of the Ganges) 
became the actual port of Pandua. 

There is another Pandua in the district of Hughli and, in order to prevent confusion 
between the two. General Cunningliam proposed that the site in I^laldah district should 
always be referred to as ‘ Hazrat Pandua.’ — H. E. S, 

. 2 Dinajpur, Asiatic Society (of Bengal)’s (1833) edition, pp. 43, 44 ; 41 ; and 44, 
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MliMOlliS OF GAUIt AND ZMNDUA, 

unci from all parts of Bengal. 'J’liat of Mukhdum is chiefly frequented at a 
very great annual as.sembly (Mela), wliile the memory of Kutub is celebrated 
at four smaller meetings (Ulos), but all religious mendicants (Bakirs) who 
come at any time, are fcal for three days, and* this is called charity. Both 
places have considerable endowments, which are expended in keeping the 
buddings m repair, and in the support of these vagrants, and of a numerous 
cstablishiuent of servants, who form tlie population of Peruya. The lands 
in this district, which belong to the monument of MuJdidum, are called Bais- 
hazary, or twenty-two thousand, as containing that number of biggahs, and 
have always been managed by a person appointed by Government. The 
lands belonging to the monument of Ivutub Shah are under the management 
of Ids descendants, and are called C'hhye-hazary, as containing six thousand 
biggahs.” 






* 


“ Immediately north from the golden mosque [of Kutub Shah], on the 
same side of the principal street, is another called that of one hundred thousand 
(Ekiakhy), as having cost 100,000 rupees. It is constructed chiefly of brick, 
but is the handsomest building in the place. It is a square of 80 feet front, 
■with a small turret at each corner, and roofed by one dome. The walls out- 
wardly have been ornamented ^vith carved tiles, and the dome within has been 

neatly plastered ; but the design of the whole is clumsy It is lighted 

by four small doors, one on each side, and within forms an octagon, having 
four miserable chambers in the sides between the doors. These wetched 
places W'ore probably intended for the abodes of the fakirs, who were to take 
care of lamps. They have no ah nor light, but what comes through the small 
aperture, by which tliey communicate with the central hall. This seems 
to have been intended as the mausoleum of three royal personages, whose 
tombs occupy the middle of the floor. There is no inscrqition to serve as a 
guide, but, it is said, that tlie tombs are those of Sultans Ghyasud-din, Zaynu- 
labdin, and Wahuzud-diiih . The eastern door has evidently been taken 
from a Hindu ruin, as it contains representations of the human form. 


“ About 2 miles [or rather less] beyond this monument of Ghyasud-din 
is the tomb of his father Sekunder, forming part of a very large mosque called 
Adinah, which is by far the largest building of the place. Indeed it is consi- 
dered by the people of the vicinity as of almost miraculous grandeur. It is 
on the east side of the principal street, between that and a large tank, which 
is almost entirely ehoaked with weeds and bushes, and has become very ruinous. 
Enough only remains to enable us to judge of what it has been, and to form 
a ground plan.” 


1 0/., on the other hand, infra, p. 125. 
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inoaj aiiTj;t[s 9q{):'c}^i3 a^qtaass'B sq^ios q'B jo sxaijSqd pui3 ‘j'eaA qoi39 qnlv}j jo 
qc^uotn 9q(). iii pac^'Bjqajao st siq!). jo (Aj;'Bgj 9 Annn> q!^'B 9 (j) aqj, 

'g9]^dra9;}. Tiptqg; janijoj 

JO gajig j'Bnjo'B aqj aq.'Botput Ajq'Bqoid jureg aqj jo smiviuj V2l}y.O sooiatamt 
aqj pH's ‘sjopi Aojjgap oj U'eHaq aq j-BSaag; oq. arctBo JBjBp qBqg iia q/W 
^■jood aqq pxiB sxihnj^ jo qqanaq aqq aoj yumiDpim b Aq pjaq qiqg gi ‘(puBsnoqq 
OAvq-AquaAvq) uvzvjj si^vg^ gB xiAvottq gi qaiqAv ‘ajBjga giqq puB ‘BjBjoaQ; ‘'B'y 
‘|BSuag; m aiaqAvagja ptiB BnpxiBg tn Aqjadoid ajqBjapTgiioo paqnboB qxxiBg aqj, 
^/ppoAi. aqq jo qtio xuiq quag reqg; B|pij^ t|qtBqg Am gBq og iqia(j jo quo a\Tt 
quag uiBjgj inqqiBqg aqq sy ; quagaid agoqq oq piBg aq SuiABjd aaqjy ‘qoBj 
B aq oq quo pou.mq giqq AiquaulDagqug puB ‘paip qgnC pBq oqAV xuB|gjqnqqiBqg 
aqq joj gaaABjd SuiABg gBAv aq qBqq uiuj quoqB agoqq oq pxBg aq ‘uoiqBUBjdxa uj 
■guoiquqqB giq qjauijojaad piiB agoj Aquappug uaqq quq ‘qgai oq xuBaiqg b jo apig 
aqq Aq UAVOp qBg aq ajaqq jDaqaBaa aq uax jAA q'^Suag; oq oB puB TqqaQ; OABaj oq 
jDBq aq qBqq paqqno.iq og gBAV atj ujppuqBqBp qgUTB§B qqSnoaq uaaq SuxABq aSiBqo 
agjBj B oq SuTAVQ ‘uiBqgi; qnqqiBqg ‘BjqSng utppnmtBjq qqjBqg qB[BAvq; 5 j jo 
auiiq aqq ui iqjag oq auioo aABq oq j)TBg gi uippnjBqBp qqiBqg ^^qBaui qoq b 
uiiq aAiB pqnoo aq ‘pooj joj paqjBo tqqiBqg aqq jaAauaqAi ‘qBqq os qqSqB aAoqs 
aqq qdaq sAbaxjb puB ‘qBqq iii qod b puB pBaq srq uo (oAoqg) nwp2[Ddp B.qnd 
uippti|B{Bp xpjxBqg og ‘AoujiioC aqq joj papjAOjd sbav qBqq pooj aqq qsaSip 
qou pjnoo aq ‘ajqaaj puB p|o Sutaq ‘qBqq qnq ‘jBaA AjaAa Booa]A[ oq aSButijS 
qid aqq aqBur oq pasn uippnqBqrqg tppBqg qBqq piBs st qj -pip aaAa pdnd 
g^quiBg' aatjqo ou sb qatis uitx{ joj saoxjjo paxujojjad puB xpjBAVBjqxig xtxppnqBxpqg 
qqxBqg jo qxiBAjas aqq axuBoaq aq qqBap s^jaqoBaq siq Jaqjy ’■‘^Jta qBqq jo pt,Bg 
13 ‘IV pflxid B sBAv pxxB Bisjag xix zxjqBg qB xxjoq sbax jBjBp qBx^g 

'2VPf 2'0.(zv]f£ 


M-pumig^ aqq jo qsBa aqq oq A|oqBipaxuuix ‘qsBa-xjqjoxt ax{q oq jaujoo aqq pxmoj st 
vumiji .inmmjj aqq apx{AX ‘(pxia ujaqsaAX axjq qB W.2HO puoaas ggxixBg ax|q 

sapnpui xjotqAv) Mpxivii^ ax{q pxiB ‘qutoq gyxixjBjqj xfBjj satj qqSiJ ax|q oj, 

•quBq pBxus b jo qxiBq xijax{qjoxi aqq xio qjaj aqq oq ApqBipauiuii xi'Pi'QCj ixidg 
uvipiv^'j ax{q qqxAX ‘qtiojj xu xiaas st fxlsvj^ ‘oSBSSBd aqq xuojj BtiiSjauia 

^0 ‘8T xiaAt® ST uoiqBjqgnqr ub qoTX{AV jo qjOAV aoxqqBj auoqs ax|q gi 

a§BgsBd srqq jo apts x[qjoxi oxyq xio pxiB ‘punoduioo jaxixu axp oqxn BxixpBaj aSBssBd 
qjoxjg B st qxuoq sgiBXQj p^tBX|3 oq aqtsoddo 'jaxtjoo qsBa-xpnos jax[qjnj ax{q ut 
uaas ST ‘xios puB ajjAV sxxj jo asoxjq xjqxAV (gpi 'cI ‘Z 03^0x1 puB uoxqoag japxm jaqB] 
dpm — Toumpyi .mpuvxipp ax{q paqoaja ox[av) txBq^j puBX|Q jo oabjB ax|q BuxuxBqxtoo 
‘Buippnq paqB{Osi xib ‘ABAvaqB®q^Buis b qSnojqq pxtnodxnoo ax|q Sxitjaqxta xxq 

•punoduioo uiBxu quasajd aqq oq xjpzim,m(j nunpgf aqq 
XUOJJ uoiqoojip A|jaqsBa-x|quog b xti sum qBX{q xjqBd avojjbu axjq jo opts Jaqqta xio 
paqgjxa Ajjoxujoj Sxuabx^ sSiupiinq jaxjqo jo Aqtpqisgod axjq oq squiod pBOj sxqq uo 
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to the 22nd of the month, hut throughout the year travellers are given ineah 
at the shrine. The Saint s death is said to have occurred in 738 A.H. (1337 
A.D.), as expressed by the follovang Persian chronogram ; — 

J'V -iSl J):^ ^jjJ| Jii^ 

“ Jalaluddin was the glory of Alirdi and the glory of the saintsh” 

The Tomb of Hazrat .Shah Jalfil. 

The tomb of the Saint Shah Jalal is not at Pandua but at Sylhet, or, as 
others say, in the JNlaldive Islands. It is said that on the occasion of Shah 
Jalal’s death, one Haji Ibrahim (one of the Saint’s followers) appeared simul- 
taneously at all the places of worship (Cliilla Khdna). where the Saint had been 
in the habit of praying, and having reported the death, died at each place. 
This tradition accounts for the several tombs of the Haji all over the country. 
The belief is that the Haji was no other than the Saint himself. The reputed 
tomb at Pandua is nine feet six inches long and six feet two inches wide. 


B . — The Jami‘ Masjid. 

As has already been noted, the original mosque is said to have been erected 
by Sultan ‘Alauddin ‘All Shah in 1342 A.D. on the spot where Hazrat Shah 
Jalal used to sit for meditation. The Saint’s seat was formerly enclosed with 
silver railings. The mosque Avas repaired in 1075 A.H. (IGtilA.D.) by 
Shah Nihnatullah of Firiizpur, Gaur {vide supra, pp. 83-5). The Jhanda 
(heraldic dcAuee in copper) of Makhdum Jahaniyan Jahangasht ('World 
Roamer’), as Avell as an ancient banner, are still preserved in tins building. 

The inscriptions put up in the east Avail of the building arc as follows ; 


A I •VO 

Translation. — “ When this grand building Avas 
' Bright be the shrine ’ (1075 A.H.).” 

And in another place it is written ; — 


c/"' el?* 

completed the date was 


4JJ1 
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^ The author iu areeptiiig this <late apparvntiy owr/ookotl the tin t that li-n 
the ^loonsli traveller, who was in I in KMo- Hi A.iX, ai'tually visitvti 

Itis lierinitago in tlie hauuntain.s of Kainru (?Sylliet)» aiul tnrther reeuuls that In. i 
the ^Saints death a year or two later when he had n‘aehed (;hina- Hfiae it ^ 

that Ha/.rab Jalaluddin died about i:ilh ov 1:117 Ad). As .Munihi ltdd Haah'a » 


tho clironograin may onh 


Iv he a reeord of wIhmi Shah Jalal linali>‘ a*lt I'.mdna. i h’ 


Saad 

must have died at a very ativama'^l aejts a.s ifi his \'ouUi he is to havi.* hi^n m J ^ ^ 
when the death of tho la.'.t t.alifdi Mudasim.hilirih toulc plat in Ad). ^ ^ 

over also bo pointed out that as Sluih a}h'.4«'d a-.Mpaate.s at Uelia ai 

have died in the early part of (he 7th wntiiry Adh. it h vahb that musw wa 

haa taken plaeo betweeJ* two or more of tiie tiamu name.*"' H. h. 



•sui|B Sui(jiiqi.i^sip uai|AV 8At^q o:), pres si aq 
qoiqAv uo a'Bpid 9§.re^ u jO asuq 9q(^ si? paAV sv ‘q(ji?q siq qoo:j sq^ qoiqAV no 

0Uo:}S 'B st ifqjBajq -aidraa^. npuijj b ttio.ij: iroJiBq^ uaaq jCy^uapiAa aABq qoiqAV 
siBqid 9Uo;js p9A.reo jC|oiiiospirei{ oa\^j 9.re 9.i9X[;j anbsora oqc^ jo (jixo.ij ixj 

•'punodmoQ .idmij 9?/? ^l^ djou }o spdlqo ./9?/?o f^iv ‘suvuij dziofg pda.WQ 

9i{^f JO .lajdBqQ puooag aqj xixoaj imj.^-wn'j 
"filV P S90VI9JIX9S surejixoo jj -onTjsoux ox|j. jo tjjxxos 9 tjj oq. (uoxqBjq 

-sojd JO aoBjd) 'il'pd-iivpligf aqq jo |[Bav jsoav aqq iio ixoxqdx.xosiii iib sx a-iaqx 

•qSiq qooj fz pire opJAV qoaj pg ‘Suoj qoaj , 
ig sx Suippriq aijjp •paA.xasa.xd qBqs oqq pire pxxaj aq xreo iioxqduosixx axjq quqq 
os ‘paoBjda.! aq oq qi{gno ‘qi no noiqdi.iosni Suo| b sbx{ xjoxxjax ‘nxatjq jo ano pnB 
‘anbsoj,^ Biixpy aqq jo pp['t3jj-v:[-'i[m[spp£f ai[q jo xujojqBjd aqq nxo.xj naqBq aq oq 
tuaas aoxnjoo aqq pnno.i pB qoafo.id qBxjq sqBjs anoqs axpj, 'aAissBax ^aaA are , 
soxnop pnB saqoJtB aijq Suiqjoddns .xoj Suxppnq axjq apxsux sjBjjxd anoqs axjj, 

j/qx paJXBdai xjBqnqBni,Tj^ 

qnqg qBJZBjj qBjBp qnqg qn.xzBjj jo Suipfinq aqq sx sxqjr, ,, — •uo'iinimmjr, 


TOl 


•viiaiiVci (iMv xiavD .-lo sxiioKare 
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iiKMOsu.s Oi* v'.Arit AXi) rAM»i; 


Tilt-re are aUo growing in tiie em-in.ture a .I.u-k-iniit tree .ui-l a Pi*nir-^r 
tree which arc .-taul to have hct-u iflaatcd hy Shah Ja!a!. 'ITc >.4 ;h- 

latter arc wcigiied <io\vn hy -sukiH picccc? tif iirick 'tiiiich |h’ 0 !)!c aiio j;;vv.- i 
cliiidren, or arc Mitfering from any di.'C,u>c, tic f>n t<i tin- hranchf^ itv "•.rr... 
of cloth in order that rhe Saint may remove their ailiiction. 

(\ — Tin: Bhundfir Khana. or S’fco 

This huilfiing was erected hy (’hanil Khan in It'St A.H. {holt 
and appears to lie only a eontimiation eastward- of an older hnildisii: ti;.-,': 
contained the .-econd d-hl/m/i (place t)f meditatiun) of Shall Jala!. 'I'he I-' si 
story as to why two d-dd/m//.-.- were providcil is that 'aheu Ih- /'.h. 
Sliihrihiiddhi Suhrawardi. vi.-itetl Pandua, Siiah Jala! m.tiie him -it on Id-, e.-.n 
.seat inside the mo.stpie, ami that after the /-^ir left, the .Sun* iiad aj.-’dp r 
dsfd/m/i ereetefl a siittrt di.stance to the iiortli-ea-t as he di<! not feel if. j.—- 
again to u.se tiie .seat that had Ijceii ucenpied !>y ids preceptor. Tin- enrac 
building (ineUidino the dstd/io/f nmiu to the we-t) i- h'i feet ! inch* - fon,.-, 
feel h inches wide and U feet P» itiches high and tin- in-s rintion on tie- Jren'. 
wall is a.s hJlows - 



{■ io'hi a.l 5 > ■■•s' 






.f , 






3 : 


vvrv 




r.a^ 



St qojqii 'ssiioq snj') ui 
^.— ‘Snoi ^33} St pu^ 

01 stTi uDiqji •gaip][mq siqj;, 



9inos joj Qiiuqs aqq. jo yiimnv}nm 
"" JLYS ^mog guxppng; s,xi 9 g ti^q>[i 3 ''j ,, s\? 

- - -' "1 -'-q 9^7’?-: ~77r[p;*r "leq aiBpi90SB oq. Sin(jS9a9q^ui gq ppiOAv qq 

,/Bj8 q^Sugg; 8X|q jo 0X11 oq Smpuodsgaxoo 
' V* ZZLVr 'K^T Till tn qvCv^ V^ZZ paqexduioo 9J9 av sai'Bdoj 

'^qX '(31 cc un.-'S’ i® ‘to'B'jj TH'B'jj paS-eSug ‘j9§'Bti'bj\[ pgqiiToddTe 

^^upq 'i[u9Q r? ry. rrzirrBqnjq •qBqnx'Bqi'Bjj tA'BXAV'Bj/q jo diqs-ijinawjmu aqq 
j-/UjJnp -sjziq r ~fTTT? 57 aa 5aip[mq 8 qq ‘Suojqs qou sbaa qt jo gpis xuaqqnos Qqq 
uo [[BAi 97 ; SY 'qiqv qi’n^iX'Buijjq pi^reg ifq pgix'edga: (^pxexnioj) sbax zuq'Bx 
JO jBjBp urqc “jpqqqjq jbjzbjj jo ‘iimiv'19'o pgjjBxg SiqjQ — ■tio'i}visuvJj, 


bill ixjTT * 

s-'s'(' r--V» rifl ||•0■^v-i-^ rrt-vv si J I 1 0-'CJ]rP 

qfff _ C'C' (i) 

t 

Iffr o' 9 ')fo ^0 " o^'^T "^1 

7 '^'* ” T'f’l ‘j'T.*’ 

("pf^rv 0 ^^*^ in® ((p' 


— : SAvoqoj 

SB sum puB ‘Suippnq onbsojq ,mwf oqj ‘•sq? ‘iBjBp Jo iimivpu 

jsjq gqj .toAO iCjjauiJoj uoaq 9ABq oj smoos qoxqAX ‘pBAv juojj sjx uo uoijdijosxii 
oqc). joj y^xjj.xoA\9joxi vC|xio St jj qxuoo.x xtoxjd909.x) mimiq-Tivjwq v. sb poAjgs 
OABq oj sjBoddB puB ‘oj X)9JJ9J9J i^jsnoTAg.Td quBj oqj jo qxiBq xi.i9qj.iou 9X{j xio 
‘mimiji .ivjJUV'iiff 9qj gjtsoddo ‘Sxiippnq pBxtis bsi uviv(j pidg nmi'^vq^ oqX 

•UBiBd txi0g UBtpiBd dqjj — ’o; 


SOT 


•v'aaiivd: ukv uava jo suioi'taic 
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memoirs OE gaur and pandua. • 


meat and bread for his teacher while on their travels. The inscrintion . 

A^T) ^ records that it was built by one Sa'dullah in 1093 A.H. (1682 
A.D.), and runs as follows ^ 






41) ) j 
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Translation . — “ In the name of AUiih, the Merciful, the Compassionate ! 
May it end well ! Jalaluddin Shah was the Accepted of Allah, Angelic in dis- 
position and King of Religion and of the World. His disciple Sa‘dullah erected 
from pure motives this rest-giving building on earth. How excellent is a 
structure wherein people attain their wishes ! Wisdom asked what kind of 
building is this in which the hearts of men for ever find rest. An angel from 
the unseen world whispered to him ‘ It is a noble building full of bliss.’ From 
the last line the year 1093 Hijri comes out.” 


F . — The Salami Darwazah, or Entrance Gate. 

This gateway stands on the right hand side of the main road. The gate 
proper is 22 feet long and 7 feet 9 inches -wide. In front of this is a platform 
where, it is said, the Saint used to sit and perform his devotions. This gateway 
is built of brick and stone. The roof of the gate has recently been rebuilt in a 
wrong way by the cldrogn of the shrine and thus the flat roof is now changed into 
a hut-shaped one. Allah, Shah Jaldl is written in Arabic characters on the 
stone lintel of the gate. 

Close by, to the south of this gate, is a very old nlni tree. Rumour goes 
that it has grown out of a ddntwdn (twig) with, which the Saint cleansed his 
teeth. 



‘S ‘3 'H — aijjfuijj jo (jutjpuaosap v aq suii'B[ 0 ‘('gioSuBoi'gg; 
JO qjjou saiiui qt ) .TOi?reqg; jo la'jj TJapuaqQ .xba\sj jo xios ‘jay; axpuaqQ sjaj£) exio jaty sajoxi 
osja qjqag xroipj]; aqj^ '(sauojqj;, oqj jo Jpog) yuv^ VJIDI 1° japxm (auoiqj, a jo 

SS) unsmimig axjj jo xroijajsxxBj!} a (f^gi) fSOT sp^m oxjax pua ‘jndqaqg 

JO jsaa ajSunf aqj m putxoj aq oj — ^isqqag; iqajj oj Sujp.xoooa — si jjasaq xjoajq jo QAaxS esoqAx 
‘uaqy a/fja(j jo xtos oi(j saAv xiaxjy pxiaqQ 'giOI ojojaq si sxjooq aqj jo Suiyfdoo pua 
Gouoj.xnooo axjj jo ojap oqj miniiyj uvpximig; uijqy puaqo JI z 

'GOG I P^IP ®H '•‘^.la.iqiq; jar.xaduxj eqj ui uojjaAaosa.xd .xoj uoz.xuq pao-q 
oj sijooq uaisjoy pua oiquay Jo ■^J'OJqjq juauooxo siq pajuasaad oqAx pua jaioxios jaaaS 
a saAv oqAV ‘joijjsip xitiAxpany ‘jaqoy jo ‘uafqaAUiy snijv ‘uippiupag piXiag saAx siqq, j 


‘ 11 V> PfMl'AV iiioaj qi pauaij j f3a ‘j^joqs oxjq oatS j ‘soiquixuo no piiadsoq 

eaadxx.! jo x{jp?[ t? ‘pm'jo}]' ‘‘-natjAj pin_u(Q qttos oqq pua pasaapj uaqq 

joqja suAv ‘pias si qi ‘iia/Ca.iaj^ .laquiAj •sqdi.iosnuaui oqq diqsaoAV oq outoo oq pasn 
tiaari{a.i^[ a qaqq ppq saAv j ‘ounq luiaqouadug oqq qa pua ! qsoiaqui pua aaao 
i{onur qqiAV paA.iosojd 'o.ioav J^oqjj 'quqsuag oq oq oSatiSuai oqq punoj j,, 

quippn.ipag iA]naj\T ipvowfnut oqaj oqq A'q qjonado.id saA\ qooq oqq jo uoiqaqsuajq 
ijaSiiog a qaqq ])ias si qq ■sauloo oiuas Ajoa oi[q o.ioa\ sqduosnuaui quasojd 
oqj^ M0A1.I oqq oqui UA\o.u|q uiaifa qnia ])oidoo ojoav sqooq oqj^ •soaxiav oqq Aq 
qxoq 3 aA\ o.ioa\ sqooq OA\q o.ioqAX ojiisjoaj.i oqq oq m?Aa.nix -inquiAq qqiAV .ioqi.iAV a quas 
qaAW?]^ oqq “uuMOui qvou oqq og Moq oq iautj)i.io oqq o.ioqso.i pua Adoo a oqaq oq 
A]o.ioui ])oo.ij>a (pjAxaq^ oqq ji dn uioqq .lOAqo]) ])]noA\ ssojxpoS joaij oqq qaqq 
])ua ^ soSuaiq . oqq jo uoissossod oi|q ui o.ioav sjioop o]qiqoqq qaqq uiaoap a ui p|oq 
sa.w ]nia qutag oqq oq qxo.vxud oq qqSiii ou{) 'uosi-id oqui u.s\o.iqq saA\ oq os op oq 
ojqaun sa.w oq sa qnia : o|)iq siq oAiud oq aooa(f oq uoqaq qnia pozios sa.vv 
ojq •quoui.wopuo oqq 30 ijjnjiDpiui sa.u ‘npui}.] a ‘unqpnaq^ uaAaaajvj aaq 
-uiAj ouosouii) 3)jo UI qaqq otti jioui.ioqiit ‘ouuqs oqq 30 pdo-O)/) qiy. piqir^Y P!-^P’S 
Moqqo qoao oq o.ioi|pa soAao] oqq sa ‘q.iad qsixiu oqq .103 ojqapao.um ouioooq 
saq .lodad uo ouo oqj^ -soaoid oqui po]quin.TO saq qaoj uqad uo qaqj, uiaqaa 
-ui.io.\\ 0.1a sqduosnuaiu oqj^ Modad uo aoqjo oqq ‘qaoj uiptd uo ouo ‘.ioqoa.iaqo 
i|aJ)Uoj| III sqdi.iosiuiain o.wq ])OA.ioso.id o.ia ‘s?>a.i .loqqa.i .10 'sqqojo ui dn poddaxw 
‘onbsoui oqq opisui qsoqo a uj T-OSl .loqiiiOAO^ qq/, oqq uo oubsoiu siqq poqtsiA 
J J, : qaafipis oqq uo oqou iiiu.wonoq oqq po]).iooo.i ‘i|a]i]aiv’ 30 oqa.iqsix;aj^ oqaj 
‘•S'O'l qaAAaqxq] 'H '.q^’ ‘poAiA-ins saq .\doo a Ajuo pua ‘qso| .won sr qi quq 
•. spoop siq 30 qunoooa ua ji’unuaquoo qi.iqsuag ui qooq a A|a''>ouo3 saov o.ioqq 
■quiag oqq 30 S01J0.1 oqq qsuuouiY' --pqoojj possopj, .10 ii/pij oqj^ 

'diiiJijf,' i»/; rntipjiit’iKt 


•poip pua poopi poquiioA osqa ‘puss s} qi 'soijooo oqq 30 ouiog l>na UAvop 

1103 .100S.I0AO oqq pua ‘po.iao.i Auod siq poq qomuq oqq sy -soiiooo siq Aq quo 
qoiiajq qaqq OAaq oq pouoddaq ooiio joos.io \o upuij j a qaqq si qoua.iq siqq qnoqa 
A.ioqs .loqqnuy ’)) -ioao s.io.uoji qso.i3 sop|ui.ids Apap qnia quiag oqq 30 tupjqmp;) 
oqq sa .1113 sa pao.T oqq ,ioao s^uaq oo.iq sup jo qoua-iq a qaqq oi1o|pi ojdovod qaooq 
^HvTj J'tiu.io.ssop a si o.ioqq Aa.woqvS oqq oqisoddQ 


‘JOT 


'vniixva (i.MV uavM .10 suiiokhk 



MEMOJJIS OF GATJR AND PANOOA. 

rfaro| 7 a of the dargtlh. It is a pity that the manuscripts have been suffered t 
fall into decay without any attempt to restore them.”^ 


The Waqf Mahals of the Shrine of Shah Jaldl. 

The estate connected with the shrine of Hazrat Shah Jalal Tabriz!, is waq, 
property, and the Trusteeship of the shrine, together with the management o 
the ivcigf mahals which are said to have been from the beghining in the posses 
sion of the shrine, is entrusted to a 'inutawalli who is bound (under the accepter 
conditions of the original grant} to spend all the proceeds of the Waqf Estate 
on the performance of TJrs (the Saint’s death anniversary), illumination, repairs 
of the shrine and education of students. He must further keep himsell 
engaged in pra 3 'er for the continuance of the “ eternal ” Government. The 
present income of the fFag/EstateisaboutRs.23,()00ayear,andinthedis- 
bursement of the funds the miitawalll is assisted b}^ a committee. . 

2. The Chhoti Dargdh. 

Within the precincts of this famous dargdh, w'hich is about a quarter of a mile 
to the north-west of the shrine of Shah Jalal are found (in addition to many 
other graves) the tombs of the Saints Nur Qutbul ‘Alain and his father ‘Alaul 
Haqq, wdio probably' claimed descent from the Quraysh tribe of Arabia — in 
particular from the famous general of early Muhammadan times, Khalid bin 
Walid. They w'ere thus of the same stock as the Prophet Muhammad. 

Hazrat Nur Qutbul ‘Alam. 

This renowned Saint was the spiritual successor of his father, and is said to 
have refused the invitation of his worldly brother, A'^zam Khan, who was 


^ Mr. Batavyal borrowed the Mss. and enlisted the help of Babu Haridas Palit and 
Pandit Rajani Kanta Chakra vartti of Maldah to prepare a transcript. Shortly afterwards 
Mr. Batavyal was transferred and, after his death in 1898, no trace could be found of 
either the Mss. or transcript. A rough copy however remained in the possession of Babu 
Haridas Palit and from this an edition of the work (which is called Shek Subhodaya the 
‘Blessed Advent of the Shaikh ’) was published by Babu Sukumar Sen of Calcutta in 1927. 
The work, as internal evidence shows, is certainly a forgery of the latter part of the 
16th centm’y, and was'probably prepared to establish a right to the Ba’is Hazarl estate 
during the preparation ofTodar MaU’s rent-roll in Akbar’s time. The author is supposed 
to be Halayudha Misra, a Minister of Lakshman Sen ; but as both King Kapilesvara of 
Orissa (1434-70) and Sultan Husain Shah of Bengal (1493-1518) are mentioned, this shows 
the book must have been compiled after 1500 A.D. Mention is made of the erection o a 
mosque by Shaikh (or Shah) Jalal in the village of Pandunagar (in the Varendra 
which he had obtained by a miracle, and also the gift to him by Lakshman Sen (.; 
of the village Deotala. Ramavati (Gaur) is also mentioned. The Turks are corw y 
stated to have come eastward from VDiarapatana (Bihar) in the Saka year 1124, oi - - 
A.D.— H. B. S. 


*S '3 *H — * 2 ^ooq s\i[% JO puo oqj Stirp^oj s^xiitijuupo^g; jo 

pBajsui ‘pBq^zT.Tqi3j,) '8 |^jo9q; joj 0 xiit?n xn?pT 3 unxi'^qnj\r jo tioi^^oojioo (^tnajjodun oqc^ onp 
SI os[v unq ox *quiO(^ s^bbtjjj in^lY, punoj ojnsopuo 0 q<^ jo 0 ;i?S eq:^ aoAo punoj oq o:| 
Avou sx qoiqAV stioi^^oas OAvq. qx8u 9q(^ tq p9uoi^^u8ui q.'Bqj^ **2*0 ‘sttoi^^dtaosui a9i[jo qc^iAV d^oq 
qontn joj os^’b jnq ‘Suipnoj posxAOJ.siqj joj i^[uo jou ‘uoisiat(]; ^xii^qsft?^ ‘uoijxxoxxpjri; u^pum 
*in'Bxpj\i JOJ spoxpg JO JOjO 0 dsuj (jUBjsxssy ^xix'Bsn]g;-'[nmf'8j^ oj pojqgpux xu-b j - 

*S '3 *H — 0 q jotiubd siqj jBqj Juap sx qt ‘j j j -d 
no ii 9 AxH 09jSip9d oqj xuoij c^nq i (’Q’V iff I TS 8 oq. spxiodsa.xaoo qoxqAv (ooub 

P dxxiBx) xxiBj3ouojqo 9 qq soaxS (^ 9 ^ ’d '2p *cfo) uxxBuxx[OOjg[ ^ 

sii{ no (jnq f opniq. jo SQSodmd joj sjnqid osoqq. 'sotjipouituoo joqjo Suoutn ^qjuv 
^diqs n nt ^tpuj oj Suthioo s^av j^S'upung ui^epy paui'Bii junqojoui iiniSJO^j y 

— : SAVonoj 

sn SI sinptd ouojs poi oqj juoqn ojdood j'Boo]; aqq guoxnn qiieiiuo 'uotjtpnjj y 

JO uoiSTAJodtis oqj aopun [pojoaio oioai] pu'B qstAVJ'BQ; jo tios ‘j'bto'b^ jo 

oSj-btio in [juos ojOAi. ■(■Q'Y ST9T 'H'V) OSOI P ivmoiy in,iqvy; 

JO -qjuotn oqj ux 'oi'Bjy, |nqjTi^ jii]q xjqreqg utq;- p'BAv b'b'Bjj-j'BU’Bqaxxg; j'BaziBjj 

JO ouTjqs oqj oj 'BifruiBdsj; jo j^ajtmoo oqj xnoaj saiapid osaqj Sm.i3jjo xi'b sb jxiqs 
P' gzJJd JO 0 : 0 s 'OA'Bjs ojqxnnq oqjp „ — 'uopvisumj} 

|(f^ '"('P !}{[' ^ ^ ^ 

("'Tjf? ^ 

'fY^ f|0 P ®'TX~' 1"’^'}''^^ ^ 

— : gSAVoqoj sx? gq oj si'BQddi? jtiq pixgi oj jpxoxgip si xioij 
-duosuToqx '('a'V ST9T) 'HTOSOT oo [0 Xq pajxias 

-aid oasAv si^qxd eqj j'eqq. sajixjs ijoiqAV ji no xioijdTjosxii xii3xsj9X SuxAvopoj aijj 
qjiAV qxiioj oqj jo pixaq aqj J'B .repid qjjq x? sx axaqx 'si'Bqxd auojs pax xxioj Xq 
pajioddixs xiaxiq ajxqAv jo iCdoxiiso n qjxAV paiaAoo sx jiireg axjj jo qaioj aqx 

'quiojj s^wvijr, piqin'i^ un^ imnoj. ^UJj 

•uSjax pjxxoo sSuc^j jxjjodxxiaj aqj j'eqj aansuajd xiaijj oj Smpaoooxx 
Xjtio S'BAv ji SB ‘|x?°usg; jo sSuqj jx?aa aqj aapAv sjxxxxxg asaqj jbxjj a[doad 1 x 3001 
otfj jfq raiq oj apBxn ilaqj xxoijxassx? axjj uj qjxxxj oxhos sbav aaaqj ‘8081 
paqxBUiax uojpiuBjq xixjxiBqotig sy '(OS'L^ '<1^ ‘mdns dpm) uibjsj oj pajjaAxioo 
pBi{ JuxBg aqj XHoqAV ‘xxxppnjBjBp ‘xaxu.ioj aqj jo uos aqj xapun J^OBx^^Jdx^s 
tuijsxij/\[ JO jtiatnqsqqBjsa-aj Xpaads aqj oj gmjixqxxjuoo ^ijoaxxpiix ‘sapxsaq 
‘x3jpuaqBj^ puB BUBppxBj\[ BfxxxxBg ‘sSuxjj npxixjj OAVj JO jBSxxag jo aixoiqj 
aqj oj xxoxssaooB i^jBJodxnaj aqj ux ‘•g’y iCxxxjixao qjgj aqj jo xajxBuO jsxq aqj 
ux ‘pajjnsaa jBqj sjuaAO aqj ux jXBd jUBjiodtux jsoxu b pOjCBjd xuBjy, jnqjn^ jix^ 

‘(•a'Y SltT) ‘HT 818 w 'il'op>'>^d nZ JO HJ6 ^o P^IP ‘Jo^oAvoq ‘axojag 

^j'jqSF]; ojux juoav jq§ig, ‘pn'iis muvq .uij^ ^y’ 

sx qjBap s^juiBg oqj jo xuB.x§ouo.up axjx •J.tooq jb jsod b aqBj oj (xuBZ,y 
tuppusBj^iqQ uos sxq xo) q^qg XBpuBqxg oj ‘jajqo 'OJ xapuBiuxnoQ xo ‘xxzBjW^ 


lOl 


•vncmya cmv bihvo ico saioisic-tn 
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?ilKJtr011lS 01' GAUll and pandua. 


way he was overtaken by a violent sf onh at sea. He had heard of the power 
the Saint, Hur Qutbul ‘Alam, and, solemnly praying for his intervention, vow 
that if he were rescued from his trouble he would present him with half of 1 
w^ealth and pay him respect at Pandua. While he was thus praying, the Sai 
happened to be having himself shaved at his residence in Pandua, when all 
once the Saint told the barber to stop shaving him and to close his eyes. TJ 
Saint then interceded with God on behalf of the merchant who, it is sai 
received immediate helj) and his ship was brought safely to harbour. Aft 
a while the Samt told the barber to open his eyes and to go on with his wori 
The baiber saw the hand of the Saint wet with w'ater and asked him what w< 
the cause of this. The Saint, after repeatedly refusing, told him whi 
had happened. It is said that w'lien this merchant reached India he first can 
to the Saint and w'anted to present him Avith half of his w'ealth, but the Safii 
declined the offer. The merchant then married his daughter to the Saint an 
presented him with these five red pnllars. It is further stated that th 
merchant spent the remaining years of his life rvith the Saint, and died a 
Pandua.^ His grave is still to be seen in the cemetery of the shrine, to th 
south of Shaikh ‘AlSul Haqq’s tomb. 


Shaikh ‘Aldul Haqq^ 


According to the inscription over the gate of the enclosure round his tomb 
which lies just to the east of his son's tomb, the real name of ‘Alaul Haqq, the 

father of Nur Qutbul ‘Alam, was possibly Ahmad (ride next paragraph), and he 
was the son of ‘ Umar bin As‘ad Khalidi. These Uvo Saints thus claimed to be 
of Quraysh Arab stock and Avere therefore relatives of the Prophet. ‘Alaul Haqq 
belonged to a well-to-do upcountry family, and was also the spiritual successor 
of AkhT Sirajuddin ‘Usman of Gaur.- “ They say that Avhen Shaikh Akhi 
Siraj obtained the khildfat (successorship) from Nizamuddin Auliya and de- 
parted for Bengal, he represented that a man of knowledge and ranlc lived there, 
and asked hoAV he should manage with him. Hizamuddln replied, ‘Do not be 
anxious, he Avill be your servant {khddiniY and so it turned out. They say 
that Shaikh Sirajuddin used to be carried about the country, and that cooked 
food used to be taken along Avith him, and that his servants AAmuld jmt a hot 
pot on Shaikh ‘Alaul Haqq’s head, so that his hair got all burnt off. And 
he had to pass in this guise before the houses of his relations Avho Avere King s 
ministers ” (Beveridge’s summarj'^ of Hahi Bakhsh’s Klmrshid-i-Jahdn 
Numd, J. A. S. B., 1895, p.206). It is also said that Sikandar Shah, Avho came 


A From the Imown date of the merchant Pirzad (1612 A.D.), the story can only refer 
to one of the Saint’s descendants and not to the Saint himself, as the latter died 200 years 

before the presentation of the pillars by Pirzad.— -H. E.' S. ' ' 

3 As already noted onp. 91, Blochmann {Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, re /a, 
p. 260) says this Saint died in Bengal in 758 A.H. or 1357 A.D., Avhereas, from the chrono- 
eram given by Munshi Ilahl Bakhsh, tlie date of his death would appear to have ue 
743 A.H. or 1342 A.D. In view of the contradictions in the dates given in i 
present paragraph and attached notes, the dates require further investigation am 

verification, — -H. E. S. 
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MEMOIES OP GAUE AND PANDFA. 


■o> tlie S 
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Translation.—^^ Allah ! There is no god but He ! the Livincr 
^ibsisting : neither slumber seizeth Him nor sleep : His is whatsoever is m i 
Heavens and whatsoever is in the Earth ! Who is he that can intercede w 
Hun but by His own permission ? He Icnoweth what is present with his cr. 
tures, and what is yet to befaU them' : yet nought of His knowledge do thev co 
prehend save what He willeth. His Throne reacheth over the Heavens a 
the Earth, and the- upholding of both burdeneth Him not ; and He is t 

High, the G’reat.” ( Qur'an, Surah U—Ayaiu-l- Kiirsl : Rodwell’s translatic 
p. 400.) “ RaAl (the Angel of the Thunder) uttereth His praise, and the (otln 
Angels (also), from awe of Him ” ( Qur'an, SuraliXlll). May theii-end befi 
tunate ! ^ (Persian) This gate has been erected in memory of Hazrat Shailch 
Islam, C.rown of the Hation, Eull Moon among the Saints who have be( 
united (with Allah), Accepted at the Tribunal of the Lord of the Worlds, Hop 
ful of the mercy of the Eternal, by Shaikh Babfi (?) [-i-?j Muhammad Khahi 
(i.e., descendant of Klialid bin Walid) — Allah preserve him in both worlds 
—(for) the place of worship of the pious, the astdnah (seat) of Hazrat Siilidm 
Arifin (Sultan of the Saints), Qutbul .4.rjtdb (Pole of Poles), Slain by the love ( 
the AII-CTiver, Hazrat Qutbi-'AIam, Makhdum Shaikh Nurul Haqq wa-sl 
Shara -wa-d-Din Ahmad (-i-?) ‘Umar bin As‘ad KhalidI, Sahib Jlaqdml (i.e., c 
the highest rank among Sufis). May AUah preserve it so long as the Smi an 
Moon of the Heavens are over your head (i.e., up to the Day of Resurrection) 
(It was finished) on the 3rd of the month of Ttajab — ^May its dignity b 
respected ! — in the year 980 ” (A.H., i.e., November, 1572 A.D.). 


The inscription is particularly curious owing to it hardly referring at all tc 
Niir Qutbul ‘Alam’s father, from which the inference may be drawn that what 
ever fame ‘Alaul Haqq had as a Saint had been almost forgotten by the time 
this inscription was written. Its special interest however hes in the names thal 
are mentioned. The reading of these is by no means certain as, in the inscrip- 
tion, Babu Muhammad looks more like Buya i\Iuhammad, while the actual order 
of the names towards the end is ‘Ahmad ‘Umar I bin As‘ad Bdialid’. The inscrip- 
tion Avas however undoubtedly put up somewhere in the immediate vicinity of 
where it now is by the builder of the Qutb Shahl Mosque that lies a little to the 
north of the shrine ; and a reference to the pedigree of the family in the posses-, 
sion of the iManager shows (a) that the great grandson of Shmlch Abdal (who 
was himself one of the great grandsons of Nur Qutbjal ‘Alam) was called 
Muhammad and that the latter had a son named Babu ; (b) that Nur Qutbul 
flam’s real name was Ahmad and (c) that, wliile no special name is assigned 
to ‘Alaul Haqq, his father is said to have named •' Umar As-'ad Lahon. 
The chief importance of the inscription is its support of the family claim to 
descent from Khalid bin Walid, and the fresh light it throws on the member 
of the family who built the Qutb Shahi mosque.^ 

^Tliis inscription has only very recently (1930) been noticed and read, and it has not 
therefore been possible to do more than include a mention of it in the appropriate place. 
The inscriptions at the Qutb Shahi mosque obviously need further study in tlio Iigh o 
what is now recorded. — IT. E. S. 
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MEMOIRS OF GAT7R AND PANDDA. 


{concluded.) 


9. S. Nizamucldm. 

I . 

10. S. Sharafuddin . 

(alive in 1648 A.J).~Sa 7 iad) 

11. S. Hamidiiddin. 

I 

12. S. Kabir- (alive in 1648 A.D. 

I — Sanad). 


S. Nuruddin. S. Dargahl. 


14. S. Badruddin. 


13. S. Qutbuddin. 


S. Qamaruddin. 15. Bibi Nanhirz^Saiyid Shah Chand — ’'Mali 

I Wall’ (‘Moon Saint’) — of 
I Eklakhi, Burdwan. 


S. Najmuddin, S. Sbamsuddin. 16. Saiyid Sbab Gbulum Husain 

Y ^ (died before 1 81 0) rr BibI Saiyid- 

ISlo issue. j un-Hisa. 


17. Saiyid Shah Ghulam Hajaf, DakhiJiar (‘Revenue payer ’). 


18. Shah Barman ‘All =Habibun-Hisa Shah Fateh ‘All. 

I of EkJakhi, 
j Burdwan. 

19. Bibi Sajidun-Nisa — Chaudhuri Muwahhidur-Rahman of Rol, 

I Bankura. 


20. Chaudhuri Mumajjadui-'Rahman. 

21. Bibi Shanisun-Hahar (now living)— Dr. Muhammad Siddiq (of 

I Calcutta). 


22. Saiyid Asghar Ahmad. Saiyid Shamsur-Bahman. (Another son.) Saiyid 
(deceased). Badruzzaman. 
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MlLMOIllS OF GAUJl .'iJJD 


A. — The Ghilla KJidna of Nur Qutbul ‘Alam, 


This is close to the tomb of the Saint and on the west side of it. Although 
the building is old, the roof and verandah appear to have been built of late years. 
It is of brick, ■with stone facing, and there is a good deal of stone carving in- 
side. On the east side there are three doors, over each of which there is an 
inscription. Those to the left and right are not very legible but, from the 
reproductions given in Ravenshaw’s Omir [Plate 49-No. 8(a) : and Plate 52- 
No. 15], it may be seen that the former records the building of a mosque in 
the time of the short-lived Sultan Nasiruddin Abul Mujahid Mahmud Shah 
n II 896-?-A.H.: Spring of 1491 A.D.) by Ulugh Majlis Khan A‘la, 

while the latter dates from 915 A.H. (1509 A.D.) in Husain Shah’s reign, and 
also appears to commemorate the building of a mosque by one Ulugh Tahir 
Khan. The middle inscription is more legible, and the reference to the tomb 
being in the Sujl Khdna seems to show that the Saint was buried (like the 
Prophet himself) within his OAvn house, which has now disajjpeared but which 
was rebuilt in 1493 A.D. It should be noted, however, that the local people 
also refer to the Guest House (now the local Post Office) which lies to the north- 
east of the main enclosure, as the Sufi Khdna. The Muhammad Ghaus 
mentioned in the inscription was one of the great grandsons of Hazrat Niir 
Qutbul ‘Alam. The wording of the inscription is as follows : — 

^UJJ J;l ^1 Mil J13 


Ml ; I A aU-O j olj 

. MJ| ). Vi;'® 

AX. jy 

^1 

UJjJl 

.,.•1 ^ici , J ii on jtn «u yji.. jii j 

j j.y-'J*) ion lo-Ai lo* ; 

jjU)| U.jy‘ UK' aDI 4-n 0-=''" 

*su JJ j j ^us A- ^ ^ 

Trandation.-“ Almiglity Allah says : ‘ Verily the Brst 
sounded for meii is the one in blessed Bakkah (Mecca) whic \ - o 



^ ■ '^Tl yf^ yf' |n^ If^r.F’ ^ igf)'^ ^.‘ 

^ ='^'f’ '= 1 '^ riio Kp Kji*^ 

9 ^ (P^;? ll^rnf^ C (fOf'^ • 

((fr";? r^)*^ llf'^"J ji-0Y^ i(('"ii’^ ^ if'®''''9p>T'^ \p?y,^ii ^ 

^ (PTJP ’• l(f/[*^ O ^ (5’T:?r o-'^vP'Y] ("^0 

(f *" 1 ^ ^ Q (r)P lip' P)f^ /p ^ 1^1 f)*^ 

”lP ^O^.C^lf^^P ^ |n}r f.'*lf^ ( 9 I 

— snqy sxini — jy^ uo 

U8AT§ SI qoitiiii. JO tioijonpojdgj v — ^tiotjduosii} oqj, ■(’Q'/V GSI’T JQqojoQ 
^^9S) ‘H’V S98 ‘'iJffm nZ ^^85 8^^ pajTJp si pti-c ‘treq^-i jtjtit otio iCq (‘ui'Biy, 
jnqjn^ .injq j'Bjz'bjj jo uospuijjS 9X|j ‘piq'5Z jossaootis gjuipointni 

oqj JO jtjqj iCjqissod) tntiaij utj jo qxnoj oqj jo uoijotujsuoo oqj sp.iooaa 
^I 'Q' V Sff I JijSnog; jo ouo.iqj oqj oj pajojsoj st?av i['Bqg sb^jj jo osnojj gqj 
uos.Tod 9SoqAv ITT ‘ j qBqg pnTiiqT3j\[ inppn.iiSBjq; jo 9rnT!} 9qj jo uoijdi.iosui pxjijnxjaq 
ifj9A B ptinoj 9q oj st ‘qj.iou gqj oj jno SuipBoj joop gqj .19 ao poxq ‘qoxqAV jo ggxis 
-sxid 9qj xq ‘xi9X{ojp[ s^jxrnig 9X{j soq vtcm[X '>mpi0 P qj-TOir oxp oj jsnp 

■Ma:no.LiH aiix ki nolicTixiosn:! — ’g; 


'{'a'Y 8GtI ,<’H’V 8G8 vyzmuvy[ pgssoiq gxp jo 

xp^T ox{j pajxig ; xntq joojo.xd .xoa 9 qxjqv Aq°{roiV piixxraiijipij\[ 

qqnxxfg ‘sxpqBqg jo T{qn?qg 9X{j jo xios ‘sxjqixixjg jo iiqpqg oqj xiiBisj pxxpjuiqg jo 
?w/P?”/>7 Siipnp Jipiq sxxa\ osnoq siqj, j iCjixiSip pxix? xioxjxpiioo six^ 9 JX?a 9|9 
9H J^'lItlX pxixx OJXl.T pXlB UIOpJiUpi SIX{ 9JxniJ9d.X9d qxjqy — ^XIT!J]Xlg 9X]J ‘qBXJg 

.xBjjBzii];\[ .xsxijq; xiqy xuppxfAV B*'CixnippnsxxiBX|g ‘snii]snj\[ 9X[j jo pxix? uxb{sj jO 
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Translatioi. “ Almighty Allah says : ‘ Every soul shall taste of death ’ 
( Qur'an, III, 182). He also says, ‘ When their time is come, they shall nei- 
ther retard nor advance it an 'hour ’ ( Qtir'an, X, 50). He also says, ‘ Every- 
thing on earth fadeth, but the face of thy Lord remaineth full of glory and 
honour,’ {Qur'an, LV, 26). 

“Our revered Master, the Teacher of Imams, the Proof of the Congregation, 
the Sun of the 1? aith, the Testimony of Islam and of the MusHms, who bestowed 
advantages upon the poor and the indigent, the Guide of Saints and of such as 
wish to be guided, passed away from this transient world to the everlasting 
mansion on the 28th Zil Hijja, a Monday, of the year 863, during the reign of 
the Sultan of Sultans, the Protector of the countries of the Paithfiil, 
Nasirudduniya waddin Abid Muzaffar Mahmud Shah, the Sultan — ^Jla}' 
Allah keep him in safety and security ! This tomb was erected by the great 
Khan, Latif Khan — May Allah protect him against evils and misfortunes!” 

C. — Sijdd-GdJi, ok Praying-station. 


The front ivall of the kitchen jiassage serves as a Sijdd-gdh, before which 
persons visiting the Chilla Khdna can perform their devotions ; and on the 
east face of this wall is fixed a very big inscribed stone, the reading of which 
is as follows : — 

aJ ajj| ^ 

lS‘i> O ^-^^1 

^1^.- 

j;oy, 4jU| ^ 

^ ibUloJ ^ ^ 


'rranslaHon.—“ The Propheh-May Allah’s blessing rest upon him !— say^ : 
‘ He who builds a mosque for AUah, shall have a castld built for him by Allah 
in Paradise.’ This mosque was built in the reign of the Just and Libera 
Sultan Shamsudduniya waddin Abul Muzaffar Yusuf ShaK tie u an, 
son of Barbak Shah, the Sultan, son of Mahmud Shah the Tr^n;c,,i 

peqietuate his kingdom and sovereignty I— by the exalted ^ . 

MajaUs— May Almighty Allah exalt his dignity in both worlds . 
took place on Friday, the 20th Rajab-Maj its dignity be 
the year 884, according to the era of the flight of the Piophe , P 
may Allah’s blessing and peace rest !” 
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Gr- The Kdlct Patthar, or Black Stone, 


This is_a httle east of the tomb of ‘Maul Haqq and is the tomb of a chii 
named Inayatullah, the son of a nobleman, of Sabzawar in Khurasan. Th 

buried on the 1st of Bamazm 

J.U 1 / A.±i. (JbUb A.JJ.) ; and the inscription on the stone is as follows 




Y jy >1 joj) 


* y^} JJJ] 

(^■} d-othc iJaIs yi 




"" I ♦ I V iji-" 

Translation. “ This is the tablet on the tomb of the innocent eliild 
Inayatullah, son of Tahir Muhammad, son of Imamuddin Husain, son of 
Sultan All, of Sabzawar — ^May Allah illuminate his resting place ! 1st 
Paniazdn 1017 A.H.” (November 29th, 1608 A.D.). 


H. — Tomb o.f Sher Khan. 

Close to the Kdld Pattliar there is the tomb of Sher Khan, son of Jawhar 
Khan. It is said that he was a soldier in the service of the nobleman of 
Sabzawar. 

I. — Tombs of Shaikh Afqah and Shaikh Anwae. 

They were respectively the eldest and the yoimgest sons of Nur Qutbul 
‘Alam. Shaikh Afqah(orRif‘atuddin, ashe is called in the pedigree given by 
Ilahi Bakhsh) was celebrated for his humihty. His tomb is beside his father’s. 
Shailch Anwar is said to have died a martyr at Sunargaon at the hands of 
Raja Kans. He was famous for his generosity and used to have sheep 
fattened and kiUed for the faqirs, though he did not touch meat himself. 
Between the tombs of the two brothers are those of two other brothers named 
Muhnul Islam and ‘Ainul Islam, who were devoted servants of Nur Qntb. 
MunshI Ilahi Bakhsh, the author of the ‘ Klmrshld-i-Jalidn Numd (from 
which most of these notes on the Qutbi family are drawn), suggests that the 
first of these may have been the Mu'inuddin ‘Abbas, the father of Badrul- 
Islam, who — according to the author of the Riydzu-s-Saldtln — was slain by 
Raja Kans before 1416 A.D. for refusing to pay him any respect. 

J. — Tomb of Shaikh Zahid. 

Shaikh Zahid was the son of Shailjh Afqah and grandson of Nur Qutbul 
'Alam. His tomb is beside his father’s on the south side and his prayer stone 
lies just to the west. He had ten sons. His death took place on tlie 17th 
JRablHd Atcwal 860 A.H. (1455 A.D.). The chronogram of his death is— 

s— “ He had no love for the world.” 




{BODj 9i{!} o:} P8.U0J9J os{'B SI qoujAi) jps:}! mimi-yi oqj, -(fi jo !fst?9 

-q^jaou o;^ pu'B 'i[v6uvp gqq^ jo 8jnsopu8 aqc^ apis^^tio aq sSuqqiuq asaqj;, 
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people as the Sicfl Kliana) is now used as a post office. The gate was built 
of carved tiles, traces of which are still existing in the walls, but the building 
is no longer in its original form and the roof is now covered with old wooden 
beams and bcirgas (small cross beams). The sill of the gateway is a black, 
basalt stone and bears the signs of the Zodiac. On one of the jambs of this, 
gateway are some marks said to have been caused by afaqir named Dokor- 
posh, 01 Khirka-posh (He of the tattered clothes) who, the legend says, 
arrived at the gate, hungry and foot-sore and, on being refused admittance, 
dashed his head against the jamb. He was afterwards admitted to take a 
share of the food when decently-dressed, and,- it is said, revenged himself on 
the authorities by making his clothes eat the meal set before him. 

H. — Copper Drums. 

Two large copper drums are still lying near the gate of the Musdfir KJidna. 
It is said that the}'^ were presented by Nawwab Qasim Khan (Nawwab Nazim 
of Bengal)" whose name is engraved on the border of one of the drums. 

It is said that they were used to call the guests to their meals. 

3. The Qutb Shdlii Masjid. 

[Built by a Member of the Qutbi Family in 990 A.H. (1582 A.D.).] 

The Qutb Shahl Mosque hes midway between the shrine of Niir Qutbul 
‘Alam arid the Eklakhi Mausoleum. It is built of brick' and stone and 
had ten domes. The roof has fallen in, but the walls and the pulpit are stand- 
ing. Its dimensions are 82 feet 6 inches by 37 feet 8 inches. From the in- 
scription it appears that it was built in 990 A.H. (1582 A.D.) by Makhdum 
Shaikh, son of Muhammad al-KhalidI who was a descendant of Nur Qutb. It 
was called the Qutb Shahl Masjid, as a mark of respect to the Saint Nilr 
Qutbul ‘Alam. The following is the two-hne inscription in Tuglira 
characters oyer the doorway : — 

U’M) ^3 

MB jij} 

1 If the true name be Dokorposh, this may be the Maklichini ' 

Dokorposh who is buried near the mosque (6 miles north-cast of Haiganj in t it n Jf 

District) noticed by Buchanan Hamilton ( Pfistorfcaf Description of Dinajpur, p. • ■ ; 

H E S 

' s He was successor to Mir JWfar and was defeated in the battle of Bu.xar— 1701 A.D. 












122 


.MEMOIRS OF GAUR AND PANDRA. 


Tvanslation. “ The Prophet — ^May the blessings and peace of Allah be 
upon him ! — has said, ‘Whoever in this world has erected a mosque for Allah, 
Allah will build for him seventy palaces in Paradise.’ This mosque was 
built by our great and respected Makhdum Shaikh, son of Muhammad al- 
Khalidl who was the Supervisor of the abode of the Pole of Poles and Leader 
of the Pious. He was a follower of Shaikh NTir — May Allah extend 
his shadow and make his past deeds fruitful ! This mosque is called the 
Qutb Shahi Mosque, audits Chronogram is ‘Makhdum ‘Ubaid Eaji’.”^ 
By taking the numerical value of the Arabic letters of the last sentence, 
the date is seen to be 990 A.H. 



Fig. 22. — Pulgnt of the Qutb Slialil Mosque. 


. ^ That is “ Maldadum who is the humble servant, of 

has already been noted in note 1, p. HO, this inscription, sate of the tomb 

mosque, require further study. Tna^^^ 

enclosure of ‘Alaul Haqq, the real name of the buildei may 

Babii, son of Muhammad KhrdidI— H. E. S. 


‘"il' init ,)!/; jn ojvS ^ \ *« SG6 9^^ tiT pai[siuu 

•™..p.pn,t p,„“ ' ° "" 

■“"!•' •'■:;■ "'aifeMn puc ■uoiaiojr m" cS 

. ^>' ^ •'ir.nt,' ^ JO u«8 Ol{;f qgtq jo lutq 

' ■ ■ - •" 9qi Aq qjinq slf P^«ii«TJqnit P uos ‘T^req^' uinpq^pq^ 

q soui B;q:j JO o^vS aqj^ )> — 'iiGipjjsiivj.j^ 


t ? J b b <7 , 

O • . r. 

«.■<;( I(TF r»^iS'»t’ - fpc'is'? CO^-TTi 

--(OTt- 

U'.' itl>iii)/'-i'piiisunii }f aqj uo ^ajou ^.aSpuaAay^ rao.i} (saoijoai 

-A"? H!r;i|s tniA\) o.ioq paanpojflaj qjv uopdurATLii aqa jo Tiou'Bj?xn’ij. puE qxa:^ 
•^qj. 'ojqvaoii.ij .TOx)ao[ on sr jt anq no7:dirrr~ji xie pa^q aj’eS spjj^ •jiuclaj 
.won s;; jt jiifi ! onbsoui sirja oq xi^r::r-rr:r< ai'sS' aan-anna xi’S si aiaqj, 

..TGG oqi ui , lunpqqRi^;’ Ac -ax osoA'i aqa zo -nop^pimoj: aqjQ , 

qvxnloaaii sn.w ]nn? (ipjiiY' jo) aaii.rS aqa -tq TaqaaAaa 'r-iijA -zrgagonoiqo siqj, 
'0790.1(1 Suiiiaoui oiij ajjij qjnq an.a aqa aa aTacnara t aaiaara* aq q^aq srq qaiA\ 
•piosop aqj uj oai) oj pauriotii sAB.>>.q ?a oqai- pqq aqqa aaiqaA. q;c>c>q _-, : aq oj 
prif.s- oq iioqj p{°fui os.ioa oMjqn aq: p araaraa aaqq -q-q jqqt sraaiA qoiqAV 

(vf)^ r a*a p~aaL aaq" asaq aqa ai' zaaTpT.aa aoaiaoo 

o\ii sdiuj.ioj "ouojs oqj uo iiaAig 'g'Y £ac a -‘P P^ 

‘oiqiSjuapijun sso[ .lo ojoiu sr iioriflaasaq sqaa aa faqaaiaaa: aqa -raaonO sy 


-r:ir 


frr^^ 

CrS 1 1 ^^^ 






\)Z\ 


j.J'P fC'vsr^ ^ ®‘7' ”1*~ 

— ; SA\ 0 | 10 J SR sunj iioiqAv aidpai -ra aaAO uoaduosiii aaqi^oire si Qiaqi 
' -I-aaXV,! flAT r..:Ti- £A saEioi'c:iTc 




— p" if e.-\pr^’^ 







•Qjpli sitf JO qtaoj aqj si ouo ojppnii eqj jisq;}. puu 5 q-Bqg 
P'Bxuqy u^j[ng xios siq jo si jsua oqj oj 9Uo oqj fj'eqj f tiippni'Bj'Bp U’gjjng jo 
ji3qj SI ‘jsaqSiq aqj si qoiqAV ‘qinoj iiiajsaM aqj iqupjj oj pauqoiii sxjAi 
‘vmn^ um['Df-'i-'pviismiiJi aqj jo joqjnt! aqj ‘qsipj'Bg; iq^]i iqsiinj,\[ 'uos puia 
ojiAi SjtiTppnjiipp oj Suojaq oavj jgqjo aqj j'eqj pnu ‘sire;^]; 'Bfe'jj jo uos oqj 
‘uippuj'BiBp JO !)i3qj ST quioj 9U0 c^iiqj sajujs mfvivgi-s-nzyrny; jo joqjnu aqj, 
•apisut S9AT3jg 99 jqj gjn aiaqx •uiSpo upuijj jo uaaq 9A'Bq aaojaaaqj (j^snra 
sSuiAJTio I'BuiStJO gqj : oinSq raitanq aqj jo suoij'Bq.uasg.Tdga; jBija'ed pajoajgp 
aq ATJOf qoiqAV uo sauojs aaqjo gjh i^u.ttjoop aqj pmioj pii'B ‘ji uo poA-reo jopi 
npuijj n qji.A [9juq v si .lOop 9puT?.iju9 9qj .i9A0 'gpis qo'B9 uo 9UO ‘sioop 
1IT5UIS anoj aqj qSnoaqj pojqSq jCpio si qoiqAV uoSnjao iiu si aoiiojui sjj . "q-ioAv 
pijuouiiuuo qju\. pajoAoo pun paiojsnpl ^pnoii si auiop 9qj jo Suqi9o aqj pun 
sapj paAjno yCq pajuauinaio 9.in sqnAv iniuajxa aqx ‘QO'Bjd oqj ui “uippnq 
jsoruospunq 9qj si cfi ‘qoijq yfpgiqo oan s[nf.i9jnTU aqj qSnoqx •sagdua jo 
qqnj n jsoo ji jnqj uoijqinaj 9qj oj onp si 9iunu sjj 'qoiqj ^^aaj ST sqnAv 
oqj pun soqoui q joaj gj iCq soqouj -y joaj 9 oan sStiiuado aoop aqx ‘saqoui 9 
'499J 81^ °HiaC[ oiuop aqj jo aojauinip aouui oqj ‘soqoui g qoaj jCq saqoui g 
jooj 8Z, 9 -^^’ subisiiauiip sjj -oiiTisojyr iqnqg qjn^ aqj Jo jsna-qjaoii aqj 04 
oounjsip jaoqs n sgq ipiqAV ‘ouiop A'jjoi o|Suis n ipui ‘Suqqinq qoiaq n si siqx 

[■Q’V GT-STtT '9 uopoiiajsuoo jo ojnp ojqnqoaj] 


•Kn:-nosnvj\T lUMvuMa^ dux x 


Mindoasip 04111 jjoj 41 aojjn onbsoiu oqj ui ]) 9 ianq siiav oijAV ap/»/ oiuos 
JO aAna“ n oq 04 suioos jj •onbsoiu siqj jo oaipnoj anqnood n si (p.y. "Su 
JO aouaoo 4q®[a 11104409 dpia) qidpid oqq jo quoaj ut liJpjqnifQ oqx (a) 

•poonaaoq uooq snq 

aoojf oq4 pun du 40s uooq a\ou OAnq vCoqjy •iii jjoj jooa oqj uoqAi posdnqoo 
i^oip ])un ‘Xsiuiqo qn oan onbsoiu oqj jo o|ppuu oqj ui san]]id oqx (/>) 

‘linj 0] soiuo]) oqj posnno soqoan uoqoaq oqq jo 
4snaq4 oq4 ])un ])oqonao soqoan oqj ‘quns sanqid oqj iioq^w -sanjiid oqj aoAO 
4]inq oaoAi qoiqAV soqoan pojujod uo jioqsoa souiop p?0}aoqdsiuioq oq p (a) 

•AiojnSunq n jo oounanoddn oqj ojnjiuii 04 sooniaoo 
oq4 qn poAano oan spnAv oqx •sSuiiqinq aoqjo uioaj pojoono'o siniaojnui 
qqiAV 4jinq snA\ 41 qSnoqq quojjooxo si onbsom oqj jo uoijonajsuoo oqx (9) 

•ann;) qn sonbsoui jCunui ui uoos oq 04 st sn 
ijons uoiqtqiquoA aoj qaoAv ouoqs pooaoid Suiuiiquoo ‘onbsoiu oqq jo spnav qaoqs 
oqq JO qono ui s\uo[nuAV OA14 oan oaoqq, — ■(•'Jiopuia) 01// 7 i] (n) 

•f)inp]}vq 9yi vo 




•vnuN’v.i JLiv!) .10 sorroivtiiv 



126 


MJiMOIllS OF GAUli AND FANDUA. 


There are two stone posts at the head of the tombs of Jalaluddin ar 
Ahmad Shah. The stone on that of the latter is raised a little above tlie levi 
of the tomb, which shows that the grave belongs to a martyr. The stor 
post of Jalaluddln’s tomb is on the same level with the- tomb, and so it i 
known that he died a natural death. 

The architecture of this building is of the usual Indo-Saracenic style 
and the period seems to be about that of Jalaluddln’s reign. Possibly it wa 
built by his father, Raja Kans. As already noted on page 66, it is almos 
identical in structure with the so-called GUka Masjid at Gaur near th 
Qadam EasTd building. 


Notes on the construction of the building. 

(а) Cells . — There are four cells in the walls inside the building. These 
were intended for the readers of the- Qur’an. The blessings of Allah were 
generally invoked on behaK of the deceased on every completion of the reading 
of the whole Qur’an. It is believed that “ HaGzes ” (persons who know 
the Qur’an by heart) were paid by the estate for such readings. 

(б) Peculiar construction of the Entrance door . — The chief door, 
or public entrance to the east, has its threshold sloping down towards 
the main room where the Royal graves are lying, a construction making it 
natural for persons entering the room to bend the head towards the graves 
of the Kings as a mark of respect. It is possible that it was into this building 
that Raja Kans called Shaikh Badrul Islam, the son of Shaikh Muh’nuddin 
‘Abbas, before he was executed by drowning. His object was to induce 
the Shaikh to bend his head towards him as he entered the room, ' but the 
Shaikh, when entering, thrust forward his legs first and thus avoided saluting 
the Raja whom he regarded as a Kafir (infidel).^ 

(c) Grooves in the window frames. — ^The other door opeiungs, or rather 
windows, bear grooves in the stone sills and lintels, which were probably 
intended to enable these openings to be closed with iron rods. The windows 
are now provided with wire-netting, and the main door is also closed with the 
same material and locked. Prom the stone bearings near the entrance it 
appears that a wooden door was originally provided for the building. 

(d) The crotons of the turrets. — ^The turrets at the four corners of the 
building have lost their capitals, so that these cannot be restored in the absence 
of any old drawings or photographs to show their original appearance. 

(e) As may be seen from Fig- 23, this building has also a curvatiue 
in the walls at the cornices to imitate the ordinary appearance of a bungalow. 


1 It may also be added with reference to the supposed connection of Raja Kuiis with 
the Ekiakhi building that local tradition states that when the Raja obtained supremo 
power over Bengal after the death of the last of the short-lived successors of Ghiyusud- 
dtn, out of contempt for Muhammadanism ho used the adjacent Adina mosque us his 
Kacherl (Magistrate’s Court or Zamindarl OlHce). — ^H. E. S. 
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Fig. 24. Adlna Mosque, Pandua : General view of Nave. 






pAWJa. SRiv ^uip[uvq Qijq^ aqq 
• 0^^^ 8q:);p ^ 

=:;,' ‘ -* ' —■ -* ■..• “c: y-::: 2P swijid pa^ng. 919 ^ 4 , 9 a 9 qj[i (y) 

- '""_ _ r ' osp? ^qSini UAiop tiapijj 9A'Bq ■qoit[Ai. 

' ‘daap qooj 

r'' a?aip jq sdojf 9qi^ 9 |q'BpT 3 A'B aj 9 Ai sputij 
~ _ '* ' * " ' r "?T'A:'.uVA pn si ujvj aqi^raoij ui 9 qq qoaqojd oq ‘'oqa 

' *•• arp JO sdbj 9qq j9Ao Suiq'BOO quaniQQ (d) 

''■’:p' oq: t.’of.'ij.q sivuojvm qqq tuoij 5[j0ivv (Quoqs pgoiaid) i 2 Pf 
'I-: - -iiuti.x! a'-i;;: q -lonoq oq ppiOAV qj ’Sifouq jni3Q xit'0]^d qqiAv avou 

n<’ ,vrr <-,q\r> iVuqi no onbsora 9qq jo sSinii9do AVoputAi. 9qx (/) 

•pgqsray 

■'JAflojd JA.\9u ?:'.u rrinji/pn} '^rfjjr st? ‘9i9qq put; 9i9q U99s aq oq qiqs 9 I'b 
J-'A o.v.oi; vjoAv jvipjlfpini JO s}[ja;j\r -asreid puoif9q si ??/?/oj; Qqq Jo p'BAV 
iiJ9j?9a\ oijj no }vifj^ •AjnjuaQ qqpq aqq ui ■[•B§ii9g; tit si3av qii? p90ti'BAp'B Avoq 
S'.uotf.v' j)tin fijrainiup [VPjjqoiiJoaS qquv paqijjooap .^jasiijoad si qoiqAV 9111)80111 
JO ijiJ.u q?o.u 9tfj no j[JOAV3[oi.iq 'Bqqoo'BJJ9q p9qii9iii'BUJ0 si ajaqx {^) 

•ajdtnaq 

jsji/ppujj 1; oj poSiioiaq jCijduiSijo sSiiipuj 9S9qq qi3qq pres si qj -punoj ii99q 
o.wii moqj JO S 00 U.IJ oii qnq 2Vi'^Jj 9^^ jd S9qqs 99J:qq tio sSupre-i 9a9AV aa9qx 
‘V/^P^iL‘'’^^'VUWP1^3 oqq uioaj qqSnojq iCjq'oqojd 9 .i9av as9qx 'airijqs 9qq oq 
Bonvjquo oqj qv puv P ooui .100 oqq ui iiaas aq ireo sq'Bjs 

ouojs jRTOAOs 'Biipiiu^j qu iqj'Bf JO o^qjqs oqq xij •ra.iojq'cqd iiopooAv “b 

Sq ii9Jji?q sj ooT?[d .iioqq pire pa-readd-BSip avou 9A13I{ qu Xpreaii qnq ‘qiBSiiq qoujq 
JO squis pijiqireoq qqiAV poABd iCquiiiSuo sbav 2 'iR'ojj-voi-'t[m[Siwp[ oqx (p) 

•quqg .repuuqig jo aaqureqo oqq qSnojqq JO 

qs9Av oqq iii sjoop |[i5ius OAvq oqq ij[Sno.iqq sbav Siiiaaqiio jo jCuvv X[iio aijq 5 .loiaaqui 
oqq uio.ij lyopj) oqq Suiqiinoiii jo sireoui on ^Ciquo-reddu sbav aiaqx { 0 ) 

•qa0Av-sq|0.iq oiioqs qqiAV Ui poqq ojoav qoiipw ‘.loqureqo siqq jo squAV qsoAv put} 
t(qnos oqq iii SAvopiuAv ojoav ojoqx 'ouiiq joAud OAOjoq qsnf qs9.i oqiiq put} 
qiB oq posit i^oqq ojoqAV ‘ifiiiirej |t?;{o^ oqq jo saoqiuoui oqq joj quqg jupireqig 
^q qtoppti X’lqtiqo.td qsoui sbav qi put} qqSnoqq-Joqjt} ut} sx?av quqg .repuuqig jo 
joquitiqo oqq joj opts qsoAv oqq uo Siiqqinq oqq jo tioiqaod Suiqoarojd oqx (<?) 

. •oiuiqA'tip oqq ui uoao qjtip 
SI Vl'P^iJj'iiy-yuysinjg oqq put? ‘qqSq quoioipns oansuo oq uoqtiq stiAv oreo aqqqq 
Ajoa ‘7Jt) ‘pouSiPO]) ]]OAV jCquioads qou si ‘joAOAVoq ‘Suippuq oqx ■s.taAi}jd 
A'iqt[.qq .tjoqq aoj ooiqd ouo ui .loijqttS ppioo tuiput}^ jo sqtreqiququi niqsnj\[ 
oqq j[t; quqq os ‘onbsoiu o®re| tt qons poqoo .10 oq .AqAv- lutqdxo ppioAV siqq ‘os 
jj •iut_!|Pj oq poq.TOAuoo oq oq sqoofqiis siq poStwiiooua pire ui?uqBsnj\r qoijqs 
t: ki:a\ oq quqq o|qiRsod si qi ‘oiibsoj^ tmipy oqq ui punoj ore S9[duiaq npuijj 
uooq oAuq qsmu quq.vv luojj souoqs Aireiu st? pire ‘qoq].^gJo snpiiijj oqq qsureSt? 
®ujxn?AV ui poidnooo sbav uSioj siq jo “imnnSoq oqq qt? quqg aupuBqig sy {») 

o?/j Jo uoipnj}suoo oyj no saqoy 
fjol (iKv uavo cio shioj^hk 


130 


MEMOIRS OF GAUR AND PANDDA. 

(i) The stone pillars for supporting the arches and domes are of beautiful 
construction. They are square at the base, the middle portion is roimded 
with a slight taper and the capitals are cut slantwise. 

ij) A portion of broken wall above the existing roof shows that the 
domes of the roof were hidden by a parapet. 

(k) A tomb inside, the mosque. ^Though it is most objectionable to bury 
any one inside a mosque, it is said by the local people that a faqir used to 
live here when the mosque was full of jungle, and that, when he died, his 
disciples buried him in the western cloister, close to the main Hall. 

(Z) A drainage hole in the east wall is closed by a stone crocodile with 
a large head and trunk, the mouth of which served to carry off the rain water 
from the compound. 

{m) There are two very large lotus flower rosettes in the west wall of the 
central hall apparently placed there for the sake of beauty. There are other- 
carved lotus flowers below the Talcht and in the west wall of Sikandar’s 
chamber. These, as well as the lingam which is to be seen high up on tlr 
western wall of the main Hall, may have been brought from a Hindu temple. 


General Gunriingham’s remarks on the absence of any Entrance Gateway 

to the Adlna Mosque. 

“ The most reinarkable feature about this great masjid is the total absence 
of any entrance gateway. There are two small doors in the back wall, but 
these are mere posterns or private entrairces for the convenience of the King 
and the Mullahs. There is also a small arched opening in the middle of the east 
side, which was no doubt intended for pubhc use ; but this is a simple doorway 
or passage through the walls, unmarked by any projecting wings or rising 
battlements. The real public entrance I believe to have been at the south- 
east corner of the cloisters, where the three archways at the eastern end of 
the south cloisters, are left open, so that the people would enter at once into 
the south and the east cloisters from the outside. As this arrangement 
utterly spoils the symmetry of the building, it was most probably an after- 
thought when the single small door in the middle of the east side "was found 
utterly insufficient.” {Beport, p.91.) 


The Great Central Hall. 

The large central room which forms the Nave of the mosque is 64 feet long 
and 33 feet w ide. On each side, it has five arched openmgs. The roof was a 
long vault, a simple continuation of the main front arch which spanned the 
whde breadth of the room. Both fines of the vaulted roof are indistinctly 
marked against the top of the back wall. It is not known whether the front 
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MEMOIRS OF GATTR AND PANDUA. 


beW translation of the inscriptions on this mii are given 

Inscription (in Kufic character) on theSvall at a great height 

* ,^1 

“ In the name of Allah the Merctful, the Compassionate.” 

* 4JJ| 4P) D| iJj ]) 

“ There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is the Prophet of Allah.” 

TiigJira inscriptions containing extracts from the Qur'an : — 

* j ^ . ^.1 .4. 41Jl 

Said Almighty Allah- ‘ 0 people, who beheve, bend iii prayer, touch 
your forehead to the ground, and worship.- ” 

. * - a. - - ■ ■ ■ .. h, ' 

4IJb j 

J/ AJJ| ; -4D1. J- ^ -j 

Tramlation , — “ Almighty Allah said : , ' He only who builds mosques 
for Allah, and who believeth in Him and in the last day, and observeth 
prayer, and payeth alms, and dreadeth none but Allah, may be counted 
among those who are rightly guided. Do ye take the giving of drinli to 
pilgrims or building a house for Allah to be equal in value to him w'ho 
believeth in Allah and the last day and exerts himself in the path of 
Allah ? They are hot held equal by Allah : for Allah guideth not the 
unrighteous’^ [^Qur^dn^ Surah 7X, Verses 18 and 19 — (slightly altered)]. 


The Pulpit. 

On the right hand of the Qibla is a Mhnbar (pulpit) from which the l))idiu 
preached to the people. It is built of black basalt {Saiuj4-Mu8d — Stone of 
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The Badshah-ka-Takht. 


This upper room, which is situated direct^ to the north of the Central 
Hall, was intended to provide separate accommodation for the King and his 
family during services. It occupies five bays in the three back aisles and is 
covered by 15 domes. In place of the usual fluted stone columns, massive 
octagonal stone piers were used to carry the heavy weight of the stone floor 
of the Takht, and, above these, come fluted pillars that support the arches 
that carry the domes. With the few adjacent bays in the south and ea.st 
this is the only portion of the mosque that still retains its roof. The domes 
most probably owe their , safety to the massive pillars of the, lower storey 
which gave extra stability to the arches above them, while at the same time 
they offered no temptation to the spoiler to carry them off. The ten-foot stone 
shafts in the rest of the cloisters were not diflScult to remove and, in con- 
sequence, several scores of them have disappeared. There are three 
prayer niches in the west wall of the Takht which are surrounded with beautiful 
ornamental Tughra inscriptions and with fine carvings all over the surface. 
Over the entrance to the chamber of Sikandar Shah, there is also an inscription 
in Tughra character which contains the Kalimah Shahddai (Confession of 
Faith of a Mushm). 

The reading and translation of the- inscriptions on the west wall of the 
Bddshdh-ka- Takht are given below. The first is taken from the Ayal-u-l- 
Kursl (Throne Verses) chapter of the Qtcr’dn and as it is the same as the 
first few fines of the inscription over the gate of the enclosure of 'Alaul Haqq’s 
tomb {vide pp. 109-10) it need not be repeated here. ^ The rest are also from 
the Qur’dn and run as follows : — 


-•ft io-d-v^ lj-o-1"' p 


Translatio7i.—“ Yevily Allah and His angels bless the Prophet. Bless ye 
him, 0 Believers, and salute him with salutations of Peace.” {Surah XXXIII, 
verse 56.) 


I 






ao 
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^ Jllf ^ ^ ^ 

aD) 'iAi 


O ^1;-^ 


Translation . — “ Now hath Allah in truth verified unto, his Ajiostle the- 
vision wherein He said, .‘‘Ye'shall surely enter the Sacred Mosque (o^ Mecca) 
if Allah please, in full, security, having your heads shaved, and your, hair 
cut : ye shall not fear : for Allah kndweth that which ye know hdt; and He 
hath appointed for you, besides this, a speedy victory.'’. It is He .who . hath 
sent His Apostle with ‘ the Guidance ’ and the rehgion of truih ,• 'tkat He 
may -exalt, the same -above, everj^ religion. : and Allah is a sufficient, '-witness 
hereof. Muhammad is the Apostle of Allah : and those who are with him 
.are most vehement against unbelievers, but full of tenderness among.them- 
selves. ' Thou mayest see them bowing down, prostrating themselves, implor- 
ing favours from AUah and His good pleasure':^.’ .. '(Aara^ XLVIII,- verses 
27-29.) . 


- . l+i^.l ' Au) - ^1*1/ .AU| 

Aj) . loj) . ; 


Allah the Great,- greater than any Sayer and nobler than 
any Speaker, saith : Seek refiage with Allah from the cursed Satan. Sm’ely 
Allah is He who hears most and knows best. In the name of Allah, the 
Clement, the: Merciful., They who have believed, and lied from their -homes, 
and striven with their substance and with then persons on the jDath of 
Allah, are of the highest rank with Allah : and these are they who shall 
enjoy felicity [Surah IX, verse 20). Their Lord, by His mercy and pleasure 
assmes Paradise to tbem ,; therein, they will abide in plenty for ever and 
in perpetuity. Verilj’ rvith Allah is great recompense.” 


Object in providing the Badshah-ka-Takht. 

It is idle to deny that the Bddshdh-Tca-Tahht was used only by the King 
and his entourage. The very name shows this to have been the case. Such 
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a structure is, however, quite out of place in a mosque for Islamic worship, 
for Islam is one of the most democratic rehgions of the world and such an 
invidious distinction in a place of worship is almost inconceivable. It is 
noteworthy that there is no such thing as a Bddshdh-ka- Takht, or Royal Seat, 
in an}' Indian mosque outside of Bengal. One explanation for this anomaly 
may be that the Muhammadan Kings of Bengal, hving as they did in absolute 
ease and prosperity , soon forgot the simple habits of their ancestors and grew 
supercillious, looking down upon their subjects, who no doubt were their 
inferiors in the eyes of men, though none the less their equals in' the eyes of 
Almighty God. It is these Kings w'ho may have introduced into mosques this 
unauthorized distinction, somewhat in conformity to the practice of precedence 
observed in state ceremonials. On the other hand, another, and perhaps more 
reasonable, explanation is that this reserved place was for the use of the Royal 
Family where the ladies of the harem used to say their prayers, the seclusion 
being necessary for the Zendna ladies who observed strict ‘pardah. Such a 
ladies’ gallery is also to be found in the Baradwari Mosque, the Tanti- 
para Mosque, and the Small Golden Mosque in Gaur, and shows the solicitude 
of the Kings of Bengal towards the worhen of their household. 

The late Dr. T. Bloch wrote as foUow^s on the subject : “ I may mention 

in passing that this peculiar custom among the Muhammadans of Bengal, 
of allowing their wives and daughters to. attend Divine Service in the mosque, 
is interesting also, in so far as it affords to us an illustration of the gi’eat respect 
shown by them towards the weaker sex. I can hardly imagine this to 
have been an innate quality of the wild Tartar soldiers, who swept over Bengal 
towards the close of the 12th century A.D., under the command of Bakhtiyar 
Khalji. It is quite evident, that this General did not intend to conquer 
Bengal merely for the sake of this “Paradise on earth” (jannatul-bilad), 
as Bengal, at that time, used to be called in India. His aims stretched very 
much further. The unsuccessful expedition to China, which he undertook 
shortly after his conquest of Lakhnauti, and which came to a miserable end 
in the Dooars, or the lower ranges of Himalaya, proves quite clearly the real 
object which Bakhtiyar Khalji had in view. Bengal was to be merely a 
stepping stone on the way to China. But his plans utterly failed, and likewise 
similar plans, fostered by sorqe of his successors. Those Tartar hordes had 
to remain contented with the possession of Bengal, and we cannot, I think, 
wonder at their wild manners having become a little more civilized in Bengal. 

Chamber of Sikandar Shah. 

As already noted, to the west of the Bddshdh-ka- Takht lies a roofless 
room, 42 feet square, known as Sikandar’s Chamber. There is a tradition 
amongst the local people that Sikandar wms buried in this chamber after his 
defeat and death, but unfortunately the ten-domed roof fell in, and much 
debris collected over the tomb. When this wus ultimately removed, the 
remains of the King’s tomb w^as cleared away by the coolies along with 
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Translation.—^^ This Jdmi' Masjid was ordered to be built in the days of 
the reign of the great Sultan, the Wisest, the most Just, the most Liberal and 

Sultans of Arabia and Persia, who trusts in the assistance 
of the Merciful, Abul Mujahid Sikandar Shah, the Sultan,, son of Ilyas Shah, 
the Sultan. May his reign be continued till the Day of Promise (i.e.. Resur- 
rection) ! Written on the 6th of Rajab of the year 770 AH ” filth Peb- 
ruary 1369 A.D.). ‘ ‘ ^ 

It is said that Sultan Siltandar himself wrote the inscription. 


Account of the Adina Mosgm,Jand the death ofsilcandar Shah, by the author 

- of- the Riyazu-s-Salatin. 

“ In the year 766 A.H., Sikandar comihenced to build the Adina Mosque ; 
but before he could finish it death overtook., him, and the building remained 
half completed. It is,, indeed, a fine mosque and an enormous sum must have 
been expended on its erection. May Sikandar’s efforts be thankfully remem- 
bered ! According to the same author Sikandar Shah died, after a reign of 
nine years and some months^, of the wounds which he had received in the 
field of Goalpara, fighting with his favourite and youngest son Ghiyasuddiii 
ivhom the machinations of a jealous step-mother had driven to rebellion. 
Ghiyasuddin marched with a large army from Sunargaon, while his father 
advanced from Pandua with an even larger force. They met on the field 
of Goalpara w'here both parties engaged in a deadly battle, in the course of 
which Sikandar Shah was slain. 


^ Sikandar reigned for much' longer than nine years as coins struck by him are foimd 
dated between 758' and 792 A.H. '(1358-89 A.D.). These coins are very beautifully 
executed and mark the zenith of the mint masters’ art in Bengal, According to Dr. Wise 
{Journal of the Asiatic Society, of Bengal, 1874, p. 85) Goalpara was near JaTarganj on the 
western boundary of the present Dacca district (opposite Goalundo) : but in view of the 
practical certainty that Sikandar was buried at Pandua, it seems more probable that the 
battle took place in the immediate vicinity of his capital. There is a village called 
Goalpara a mile or so north ' of the old southern gate of Pandua and about 3 miles 
south-west of the Adina Mosque ; but a more probable site for the battle is the one 
apparently referred to by Buchanan Hamilton (on page 23 of his Dlndjpur), viz., the 
Goalpara {alias Fuldangl, Raniganj, or Ranigarh) on the Tangan River, 8 miles south- 
west of Bamangola. An old Bddshdhl road (which is said to run from Natore in the 
east to Gaur, or Rajmahal, in the west, and which — immediately east of the Tangan 
forms the boundary between the Habipur and Bamangola thdnas) crosses the river at 
Ranigarh near what appears to have been a fortified bridge-head. There is no river 
called Chattera in the vicinity, but the name Satra or Chattera mentioned by Buchanan 
Hamilton as the site of the battle is still found in the Chatra 6i7 which lies immediatoly 
to the north of the bridge head. Maulvi jSTajmul Husain (to whom I am indebted for 
this information) also informs me tliat 3 miles east of Ranigarh on the Bddshdhl road, 
and opposite to a large E X W tank, is a third village called Goalpara or Goilrpara ; while 
4 miles south of this is another village bearing the name CJiatra.— H. E. S. 
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MEMOIRS OF GAUR AND PANDDA. 


supply of water. Very few stones have been employed in these buildhigs 
and such as have been used are quite plain. Two large blocks of uncut aray 

granite are lying on the surface of the ruins. Some of the bricks, are coated 
with green enamel. 

“ About half way between Adinah and Satasgurh is an earthen rampart, 
with a ditch on its west side, which probably is part of a fortification that may 
have surrounded the palace. 

The tank at Satasgurh has its greatest length extending from north to 
south, and therefore has undoubtedly been the work of a Hindu ; and in fact 
both Hindus and Muhammadans agree in attributing its construction to a 
Pandu Raja, who lived a long time ago and communicated his name to the 
place. He is very remarkable as having been the father of Yudhisthir, 
who, according to legend, was sovereign of India in the commencement of 
this age, about 5000 years ago. The country then belonged to Virat, one 
of the adherents of the family of Pandu, and according to tradition, this part 
was under the immediate management of a certain Kichok, to whose sister 
Virat was married. It is possible, that during some rebellion, or disputed' 
succession, Pandu may have been compelled to retire from Hustinapur, and 
to' take refuge in a friendly territory. Peruya, it must be observed, is a 
corrupt vulgar name, and the true appellation of the city is said to be Panduya 
or Pandoviya.” 

A. Dhanush Dighi, and Minar. 

Turning now to the present condition of the ruins and tanks found in the 
‘Palace’ area — ^the extent of which (as estimated from the Air Survey photo- 
grajihs) is roughly spealung 1,430 yards from west to east, and 1,210 yards 
from north to south, exclusive of the square bastion (about 600x600 yards) 
at the south-east corner formed by the Ndsir Shah Dighi, with its embank- 
ments — the first object of interest that is to be seen when proceeding south- 
east from the Adina Mosque is the Dhanush Dighi, a large N X S tank about 
465 yards long by 105 yards broad which constitutes the north-western portion 
of the Palace enclosure. It is now almost silted up. Near the south-east 
corner of this tank stands a tower called the Mindr which may have formed 
one of the two towers of a Western Gate. The raised area in the immediate 
vicinity of the Mindr seems to merit excavation in order to discover w'hether 
there was actually a gate here, or only a mosque from the Mmdr of Avljich 
the Miiazzin called the Faithful to prayer. 

• B. The Sata’isghara Dighi ; and site of Sikandar Shah’s Palace. 

A little over a quarter of a mile east of the southern end of tiie Dhanush 
Dighi and approximately in the centre of the mam enclosure is to be found 
the Satd’isghara Dighi, w'hich measures about 200 yards from North to South 
and 100 yards from West to East. It is how'ever enclosed in a much larger 
raised area, about 550 yards from North to South by 105 yards, w'hich, us 
already stated, is the reputed site of the palace of Sultan Sikandar Shah. 
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MEMOIRS OF GAUE AND P ANDO A. 


I). At-Bagh [or Eahat-Bank) Bighi, 

Proceeding a little further over rough ground to the east, the visitor will 
arrive at a long and very deep N X S tank (now being rapidly siltediupj. 
the water surface of^ which measures about 500 X 175 yards. The present 
name appears to be At-£dgh Dighl or ‘ Eight Tiger Tank but another name 
may also be Bahat-Bank Dighl. The ‘ oldest inhabitant however, claimed 
that the latter is the real name of the small pond near the Pdndap Rdjd Ddldn, 
the name Tank of the Reposeful Cxirve’ — ^in each case referring to the bend 
round an island (or pavilion). This tank is said to have had two towers in 
the Water one near each end and the northern one (now a peninsula of brick 
rums) is still connected with the western bank by an earthen ridge to which 
access from the side was given by a flight of brick steps. Immediately 
opposite this ghdt, to the west, is a small H X S tank Avith remains of a stone 
ghdt on the south, Avhich has the curious name Koibutki Pukkitr. The 
towers in the At-Bdgh Dighl are said to have been connected by a 
subterranean passage under the tank, and, before they fell in, some Aveapons 
are said to have been found in the southern toAver. A short distance to 
the east of the northern portion of the At-Bagh Dighl is a small round tank 
called Purdn Old ’) Dighl. This is only mentioned as one of the local people 
gave the name Prdn (‘ Life ’) Dighl to the At-Bdgh Dighl, Avhich caused 
some confusion untfl. the ‘ oldest inhabitant ’ corrected the pronunciation 
and pointed out the mistake in the location of the tank. 


E. Nasir Shah Dighl. 

Owing probably to the jungle that, until comparatively recently — Avhen 
Sontals began to be employed to clear it away — covered the ‘Palace’ area, this 
magnificent tank was not apparently visited by either Buchanan Hamilton, 
Ravenshaw, or Cunningham, and Ilahi Bakhsh confuses it Avith the Sald’isghara 
Dighl. It is certainly the best preserved of all the tanks that lie Avithin 
the fortified area of 25 square miles that Pandua occupied Avhen it Avas at its 
Greatest, but it appears to be later in date than the rest of the tanks in its 
immediate vicinity as it projects like a sort of bastion from Avhat must have 
been once the south-east corner of the enibanked area in this locality. It is 
a very deep N X S tank of absolutely clear Avater, and the actual area of water 
is about 360X250 yards. Its south-east 'extremity on the S. E. is about 
1^ miles from the Adina Mosque. 

Both its name and excellent state of preservation suggest that the Nasir 
Shdh Dighl Avas excavated by NasiruddTn Nasrat Shah, the son of Husain 
Shah (1519-1532 A.D.). On the other hand, as no reference is found in the 
Riydz to this King having ever lived at Pandua, it may go even further back 
toNasiruddm Mahmud Shah (1442-1459 A.D.) Avho was a descendant of Ilyas 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Otli0i places of interest in the vicinity of Gaur and Pandua. 

1. — Old Maldah. 

town of Old Milldah is situated on the eastern bank of the Mahananda 
^’iv®*** opposite its junction with the KalindrI river. It is about 13 miles 
to the north of the Citadel of Gaur and four miles from the civil station 
of English Bazar. The surrounding ruins show the former extent of the old 
town which may have first risen to prosperity as a port of the Muhammadan 
capital of Pandua. As the KalindrI was formerly an important branch of the 
Ganges, the situation of Old Maldah was a very happy one. It had a higli- 
walled Katrci, or fortified Caravmisarm, for the better protection of valuable 
goods, and was evidently of considerable importance during the rule of the 
Husain! Kings. No- less than 9 inscriptions bearing the names of Kings of 
this dynasty and ranging in date from 899 to938A.H. (1493-1531 A.D.} have 
been found within the boundaries of the old torvn ; but the town must have 
begun to flourish still earlier, if the irrscription now over the enclosure door of 
Shah Gada’s shrine near the Katrd really belongs to the place ; for this in- 
scription records the erectiorr of a mosque by one Hilal in the reigrr of Nashud- 
drn Mahnrud Shah I, and is dated 19th Sha^bdn 859 A.H. (4th August 
1455 A.D.). In Akbar’s time Maldah continued to be atr importarrt cerrtre, 
being nrentioned in the Akbarndma ; virile, in the A’m, the environs of Maldah 
include 11 mahals, out of the total of 66 which comprised Sarkdr Janiiatabad. 


Ma/nufactiires. 

Old Maldah had rrot only a great retail trade, but was also probably a 
large centre of silk and cotton manufactures fronr very early times. In a 
Avork Avritten shortly after 987 A.H. (1579 A.D.), it is said : " Sber Khan 
gave to Shaikh Khalil nroney, rich clothes, and manufactures of Jlalda and 
Bengal in erronnous quantities.” {Vide the Tdrikh-iSher Shdhl of Abbiis 
Khan Sarwanl, Elliot, Chapter IV, p. 372). The letters of the English Agents 
at Patrra hr 1620 atrd 1621 A.D., meirtion doupattas (sheets) of Malda ” and 
a feAV Makla Avares for pattenrs for Persia.” Quilted Suznl were produced 
exterrsiA'’ely at Old Maldah embroidered Avith artistic needle-AV'ork, mostly done 
by AA’ometr : but the trade is rroAV dyiirg for Avant of support. Silk cloths ( Acddn, 
Sirdja, Bulbul Ghashm, etc.) are, hoAvever, still manufactured at Slu'dipur 

'^Tho discovery of a gold coin — now in my cabinet — of tho Kushan King Vusiidovu 
(c. 200 A.D.) at (? Old) Maldah in 18SS suggests liowovor that the place wa.s a centre 
of trade far back into even Hindu times. Tho coin in question is similar to that 
reproduced by Vincent Smith as Ho. 8, Plato XIII of his Indian Jlusoum Catalogue. 
— H. E. S. 
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MEMOIES OF GAUE AND PANDTTA. 


Translation.— ‘ The Prophet— Mcay the.blessmg and peace of Allah be upon 
him !— said ; ‘ He who builds a mosque for Allah, Allah will build a similar 
palace for him in Paradise/ Under the order of the Sultan, Shamsudduniya 
waddln Abul Muzaffar Yusuf Shah, son of Barbak Shah, son of jMahmud 
Shah, the Sultan May Allah preserve his 'kingdom and rule! — this mosque 
was built on the 1st Jumadi al-awwal in the year- 870 ” A.H. (1465 A.D.). 

The date, however, is doubtful, as Yusuf Shah is not supposed to have 
come to the throne till 879 A.H. 

B. — T/ieKatra, or Garavansardl. 

According to the Riyaz, this is considered to have been the place where 
the Tughlaqid ICing of Delhi Firuz Shah III encamped in the cold weather 
of 1353-4 A.D., when he came to make war against the Bengal Ivmg 
Shamsuddin Ilyas, but the Katrd does not happen- to be situated in Malialla 
Firuzpur which lies half a mile distant towards the north of the town. This 
Katrd, or resting place for travellers, was formerly used as a place of safety for 
valuable merchandise landed there and intended for transmission to the Court 
of Pandua. , Tlie gateways of the Katrd were very strongly built and the arches 



Fig. 30. — T/ic Katra, or Fortijicd Garavansardl, Old JId Utah. 


are still standing. The rooms are, however, in a dilapidated condition. As the 
site is historically important and the workmanship of tlie gate and udjacen 

rooms is quite peculiar it would be a good thuig if at least the northern and 

southern gates were restored at Government expense. 
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MEMOIRS OF GATTE AND PANDDA, 


II 


4i)) ^jb- ^yc J:5 

s'i: ^J) ^JU.I ; UiaJi ^(U^l J^.J) 

^DJi Id* 

^ jIajUj ^ ^ liiuj ui^o-c 

Translation. — “ He upon whom be peace said : ‘He who builds a mosque 
will have a palace built for him by Allah in Paradise. ’ In the time of the great 
and exalted Sultan Nasirudduniya waddin Abul Muzaffar Mahmud Shah, the 
Sultan, this mosque was built by the slave of the Dargdh, HilM; Written 
on the 19th of the month of 8ha‘bdn — ^May the blessings of this month be 
general ! — of the year S59 ” A.H. (4th August 1455 A.D.). 


D. — The Phuti Masjid, or Cracked Mosquei 


East of the Katrd there is a mosque knoAvn as the Phuti Masjid. The 
name seems to have been given by the local people when it was cracked by an 
earthquake, .From the inscription — which is now missing— it appears that it 
was built by one Khan Mu'azzam Ulugh Sher Khan and the date is 20th 
Shaivwdl 900 A.H. (14th July 1495 A.D.). 'South-east of this mosque is a 
tomb which is probably that of the builder. This mosque is ' rapidly falling 
into complete ruin, as both the main dome as Ai'^ell as one of the three 
verandah domes have collapsed. . The inscription is given, below : — 


aJ ad’ 1^'"^ ^ 4)J) 

■ • ".I • ( 

^3 Ok*'»oJ| ,^boJ) >lc aH-' ^ 

^ikJ) ji] j Uid.’) j AD) AqaIA 

dc..v-.J| Id* Ajiy*« j a.CIA ad) dlA ^ltil.wj| . ili 


* 












L> 


.u. 


c^' 






Translation.— ' The Prophet — ^klay the blessing and peace of Allah be 
upon him ! — said : ‘He Avho builds a mosque for Allah, Allah will build for him 
a similar palace in Paradise.’ In the reign of the Sultan, who is strengthened 
by the strength of the Hequiter (Allah), the striver in the way of the 
Merciful, Vicegerent of Allah by proof and testimony, ‘ Ala utldimiya waddin 
Abul Muzaffar Husain Shah, the Sultan — May Allah perpetuate hi.s kingdom 
and rule ! — this mosque was built by the Exalted Khan, Ulugh Sher Khun on 
the 20th Shaivwdl in the year 900 A.H.” 
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MEMOIRS OF GAUIl AND PANDIJA. 


There are stone lintels at the entrance gate of this mosque— evidently 
taken from Hindu buildings at Pandua or Gaur—which are finely carved in 
a very similar fashion to a stone lintel in the Calcutta Museum. 

The arrangements that formerly existed for supplying water for ablution 
are also noteworthy. After water was dra'wri in buckets from the well in the 
compound it was poured into a reservoir just to the north of the well. This 
reservoir had 5 copper spouts on the northern side — ^possibly ivith taps or 
plugs — by which water could be supplied at will to the Paithful before Namaz. 

On a bastion in the S. W. corner of the mosque courtyard there is a build- 
ing (ivith the remains of a flight of stone steps leading up to it from outside) 
which is said to have been formerly used as a Madrasah ; and possibly there was 
a corresponding room at the N. W. corner as well. Behind these, to the west 
of the mosque are two other enclosures which were used as graveyards. 
There are about fifty graves altogether. It is said that the graves of the 
male members of the builder’s family are on the north-west side and those of the 
women members on the south-west side. 

F. — Inscri'ptions at Ghallsapdrd.^ 

Two have been recorded from this part of Old Maldah which is less than 
a mile south of the Katrd. The first is to be found low down on the northerji 
side of a small enclosure, situated on the western side of the road, and formerly 
included in Ralli Brothers’ Jute Godown. The tomb, according to Raven- 
shaw, is called the Dargdh of the descendants of Sultan [Ibrahim] Adhain 
Balkhi, and pottery figures of horsemen are offered at the tomb. The other 
is on one of five graves at a place a little further along the road and also on tlie 
western side of it, known as Saiyid Shah’s Dargdh. The first records the 
building of a Mosque by one Majlis Rabat in the year Husain Shah obtained 
the throne of Bengal by killing Muzaffar Shah : the second, the provision of a 
drinking-Avater shed by one Buya (?) Malti, who may be the same lady who 
erected the Jahaniyan mosque near Akhi Sirajuddin’s shrine at Gaur {vide 
supra, p. 93, and infra, p. 158). The inscriptions and their translations arc 
as follows : — 


I. 

J ijj) -li) ^ au| 

^i] ^ * |U»1| AH'* ) -aJ 

iJji) Aj laiw ^ AXbe AJJl Mk ^•lalvA) sl't 

^ 

I This anil tho next section have been ailded after ivvisit to Old Mahlah, as t la-* uutlio^ 

did not apparently cheek what inscri)nion.s were .still to ho found there. -Mo.st at t ii.s 
chapter in fact has had to be rewritten. — H. E. S. 






irn^/^ '^T^ IQ}^ =“77^ ^ ^ rjCT? -T^f^-*^*-' 'cy^vj:)^ o/'isTj--'^ 

rt^ ^-Oj IjTjr^ (fo-'’'M3rv> y^C (f^fX"' If'^Fp 
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oq sieadd'B auo o]q •iq'ed'Bqu'Bq; U'Bqt'eqg q'eqS uitqejqj; qeqg jo aou[d ji?unq 
aqq si -g; aqq oq aA'BjS aSji?^ aqq qnq ‘qsaAV pun qqnos aqq oq asoqq ut paunq am 
oqAv Avs qouuno ajdoad .jnooj aqj, -saAnAS g Suiuinquoo lujojqnjd pasiuA n ‘untu 
-nqong; jo qajuinq aqq puo/Caq qsnf pnoj aqq jo apis ujaqqnos aqq uo aAjasqo 
ptA\. joqtsiA aqq aqq utojj laqqjtij aput n jjnq qsaAV-qquos Suiqiaaooj j 


■wpu7ij\[ TivTig lupfj jv pvdvquv/j fo quioji dt/j^ — •{) 


■(•a'V Sg-TSST • 'HT)— . 886 ^^7 uj uqiniq nAUig; 

SBAv jappnq sqj j api.i qiun uiopSuiq siq aqnnqadjad qn^jy ^'bi\[ — 
aqq 'qnqg uinsnjj jo uos ‘unqjng aqq ‘qnqg qnA8n]q jngnznjq qnqy uippuAv niC 
-lunppiijisnj^ ‘unqjng aqq jo uos unqpig aqq ‘unqpig aqq jo auitq aqq ui qpnq sbav 
(. laqnAi-Suiquijp joj paqs) siqj, /(panAvaj) pjoj-itaq n aq piAV aiaqq 

‘paap pooS n saop oqAV uiiq jo^q , : pins qnpy iCqqSiuqy „ — ■uotivisuvj,jj 

(f'^'Yq')^ 'rjT (mr ^ ^ 


ii 


•(t67T ‘jsngny qqgj : 'HT) .. 668 
‘^ivp^vfy I'l!^ UJOT aubsoiu stqq qqiuq qnq'gqj sqfnjq j apu pun uiopSutq su[ 

aqnnqadjad qnpy iCn];\[ — ^unqpig aqq ‘qnqg uinsiijj Anpnzuj\[ |uqy uipqinAV niCiuuj) 
-pinqy, unqpig aqq jo auiiq aqq ui qpnq snAv qj /asipnjnj ut uiiq joj aonjnd 
anpruis n ppnq piAV qnpy ‘qnpy Joj attbsoui n sppiiq oqAV ajj , ; qqns — j uipi 
uo oq qnpy jo aonad qaun Suissajq aqq iCnj^ — qaqdojg; aq^ „ — •imivimmjj 

SSI 'viiaNva auv navG ao smoi\[aK 
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Translation. " The Gateway of this Masjid was built in the time 

of the J ust Malik, the Sultan, son of the Sultan, Nasirudduniya waddin Abul 
Muzaffar Nasrat Shah, the Sultan, son of Husain Shah, the Sultan — ^Jlay 
Allah perpetuate his kingdom and rule ! Its builder was the Exalted Klian 
Khalf Khan, son of Alajlis Qara, in the year 935 ” (A.H. : 1528-29 A.D.). 

Blochmann suggests that the builder of the mosque referred to was ,a Turk. 
A reproduction of the inscription will be found in Eavenshaw’s Gaur, Plate 
56, No. 22.^ 


H. — Para-Dhala Tank. 

There is a tank of this name about a mile to the east of the Nimasarai 
(Old MMdah) Railway Station. It is also called the Kurbdrl Diglil. The 
follomng story which is prevalent here accounts for the former name, which 
means a tank into which mercury has been thrown 

Once upon a time a merchant came to Old Maldah with mercury worth 
a lakh of rupees, and, finding no. customer for his merchandise, began 
to complain of the apparent poverty of the place, saying that in vain had 
Maldah enjoyed a wide reputation for wealth, when not a single offer Avas 
made for his consignment of mercury. This Avas too much for a Avasher- 
Avoman Avho happened at that time to be plying her avocation by the side of 
the tank where the merchant Avas seated. Simply to vindicate the reputation 
of her native city, she at once ordered all the quicksilver to be throAvn into 
the tank after giving the full price to the merchant". The merchant is also 
said to have built the magnificent 'pacca ghat at Old Maldah Avith part of the 
proceeds of the sale. 

The distance of tlie tank from Old MMdah is some eAudence of the Avide 
extent of the toAvn in earlier times.' 

2. — ^The Toaveb of Nemasabai.- 

This mindr (towei ) stands at the confluence of the Kalindri and Mahananda. 
rivers, on the opposite side of the latter to Old Maldah, and is said to owe its 
name to the place being exactly halfAvay betAveen Gaur and Pandua. I he 

^Tho two inscriptions of Husain Shah (918 A.H. : 1512 A.D.) and Nasrat Shall 
(930 A.H. : 1524 A.D.) respectively that were recorded by Blochmann in 1874 {J.A.S.B., 
pp. 305 and 307-8; from Molnatull — a liamlet very close to Bachamari — could not at 
first be traced as the mud hut in ivhich they were discovered by Mr. E. V. Wcstmacott 
had been washed away by the Mahannndii. Later they were found lying in a sniull 
enclosure on the bank of the river, and should certainly be removed to some safer place. 
Mr. Westmacott seems to have been misinformed about the name of tJie Pir on whoso 
grave they V. ere formerly deposited. Tlie local people (including a very old main 
Haji Jamiat Khan, who recollects the original mud hut) are certain that the name oi 
the PIT was Sirfijuddin, and not Sultan Shihabuddln, as stated by 3Ir. Westmacott. 
— H. E. S. 

* In Eastern Bengal one method of purifying the water of a tank is to <lrop into it a 
section of bamboo containing Mercury. — H. E. S. 



•S’ •:*! 'H — 0A\1 ot|j JO uopounf oqi Fsoaon nij^iui oip jo oj^a\n{A m ontioil 
oi{7 401 popnojui Aiqp^pod ojoav o^'^q oqi jo ooiq Tpn?o in poAiu; oq qns Ainu imp «?jpo 
poqojTT oi|x 'ouii) poioono sxtav 40a\oj nuxit^ininx 

'Ijqis’ 4ndq;mj ju 4f>rq/f Jo o.injotu^$: jo Aauiquuts osop oip xnoAq^ 


ST V^oqv osjv SI iioiipw jo ooxq noxjo ‘osi?q 
{inioSR^oo ui? no spui^:>s (^xi9m?jBda(j |Boi2oioecqo.iY oq; .lapiin pooupl pui: 
, !}uonmuoj\' p^^o^^OI^J , t? paaiqoap xioaq .won sciy qonj.w) .ioavo:j oqj, -goiioui 
G SI .ia;aim3Tp oq;) ‘saqoin q (joaj go giqaq oswq aq^ !)r! 9oiiojojnmo.no 
oqx 'qSiq jooj eg jnoqn ojo SinpuTJjs ntninoj qoujAV s.Co.iojs joavoi oa\j oqj jnq 
: iiAVop nopnj sT3q .mmj\r aqj jo 'jji3d joddn oqx •9JOq\3'q .njon .indqoqiijg jtj 
uvwj^ spfoqiqg njyd pno Tjqjg jndqjnj jn nmrj^ ximjjj s^anq^jy oj tioij 
- on.ijsnoo ni jupniTS Kiq\ si jj ‘joavoj jinigts jo xpjnAv t3 sb posn naoq osp OAnq 



'* iCjqBqojd jqStai qoujAV joavoj Snijunq b sbav ji pajoptsuoo ‘•s’O'ac ‘aAAuqsuB^j 
"0 'lJ ‘(^npu'Bjj jo) JTiBQ JO il'jTO oqj oj ooTjou iCjatatq. aAiS oj noisBA 

-nr JO jagtrep jo satnij ut pajqgq aioAi. saiij qorqwv no joavoj nrjB['t? uv sbav siqj 
AV'BqsiiaA'By; oj guTpjoooy •sqsBj SjjnBqdaja Suqqmasai suoijoaCojd auojs qjiAv 
apisjno aqj no pappnjs st ji pne ‘SciipuBjs pij3 sr joavoj aqj jo uoijiod .ioavoj 
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3. — Anoeezabad, or English Bazar. 

It will not be out of place here to add a few brief notes on English Bazar, 
commonly called Angrezdbdd, the headquarters of the district. 

Erom the title ‘ Maulda and Englesavade ’ of the ‘ Diaries and Consulta- 
tions of the East India Company from 1685 to 1693 (now preserved in the 
Library of the India Office, London), it is evident that the Company had 
already a station at English Bazar during the latter half of the 17th century. 
The reason for this was probably the fact that this elevated site was found 
specially suitable for mulberry plantations and the production of raw silk. 
The factory at Old Maldah was given up about 1770, and a Commercial Eesi- 
dency established in its place at English Bazar. The present Magistrate’s 
Court is the old Residency building, and the Factory was protected by a high 
wall, with bastions at the corner, in which 8 cannon were located.^ The 
date at which this fortified post was built and the name of the first Resident 
is given in the following inscription, which is now fixed on a pillar in the centre 
of the compound : — 


Erected 

by 

Thomas Henchman 
Anno 
1771 

The Residency was called by the people the Barl-Kotlu, and here silk 
cloth was manufactured and collected for sending to Calcutta for exporta- 
tion to other places beyond the seas. The cloth was also dyed in various 
colours, and some of it was embroidered with gold and silver thread. The 
residence of Mr. Lamb (the present Circuit House) was built,, and the two 
tanks on the rnaiddn dug, in 1825. An Indigo factory was also established 
in 1852 on the rnaiddn south of the factory,“ with houses close at hand for 
the officers. to five in : but this indigo business was soon discontinued and 
the residence of the Manager, which , was at the south-east corner of the 
niaiddn, made over to the Zilla School. This was first opened on Monday the 
10th July 1858. The present charitable hospital, built in 1861, occupies the 
site where Munsbi Ghulam Husain, author of the Riijdzu-s-SahUin, formerly 
resided. The Sadar Middle Vernacular School was started in 1863, but was 
absorbed into the Zilla School in 1901. 


1 Two of thorn are still lying in front of the Circuit House. 

- Other indigo factories had been constructed at Singliatalao, south-west of 
Bazar, in 1785 and 1845. 
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— : .A\o[ 3 fj uoAiS o.m iioi'jdijosiii ox]':j jo tiox^jxxisiuu; ])inx (jxo; oxjj, -(/jv •{}) 
i.Mjq| 0 {j qv JO ‘(qi 'd ‘ 7 ).fd?)p) i.njqs«.iv(j qi 7 qvqq ‘-/J-si ‘.inx ?0 !)x? 
ouins luoj] qqSno.K] .C]unxiJ 3 o ‘^Ronqv st?a\ ■(‘G'V ^OS.T) ‘H'Y LOG '»'»rn?» 7 )y 
xsx p 3 ;x 7 p pin? ‘ip?qs itTi?snxx Jo iiSia.i oqx ni ipsvjfimj\r a? jo iioixoiiaxsiioo oip 
“tiipjooo.T iioip?:)R-ooT[ 0 (I .njzijg; t{rt|Suj[ oqx Jo xs 3 a\.-i{X.tou oiibsont i? jo |p>,\v 
o.inRni.iuo oijx no (In xoR .loxon.reip un//I?q7; iii iiotxcIi.torui p]0 .loqxom? rt 3 .ioqj^ 

'dnl)9oj\r uo uoijduos^ij 

P ST 6 oqx ni ‘sp[i?j\[ xti?>T 103 X 0 
oqx ‘sixnfnj\r-xn-RT|ft?j\[ oqx XlPq sbav anbsonf Riipp ,, — 

<fT( : ik-X'^ fXY’ 

— : Avopq 

U9AT§ aan uoixcItjorut aqx jo uoTXi3{Sin3JX pun x^ax aqx '(18 ‘t>.idns d'pm) 
jnnx) ‘jndznJij X'’^ ant)ROj;\[ U0X)|OX) H'^uig aqx paxo^-^Q oqAV ‘.xnsunj^r sqtnjiyr 
sii'gI'Bj^-insixfi?j\f ‘pnniiunqnj\[ aqX aq ^'bui ox pajjaja.i anbROui aqx jo 

JaXxpnq aijj, •(’GT LOST) 'HT 816 aqx Suunaq aBnoq s^jaxim aqx ox 
asofo niqruy q'^qQ lynvyvm iii v.wquwmj iin ui dti xas uoTxdijosui un si a.iaqj, 

■dimj sp/»^S' mvsnjj /o uoijduomj 

•(08 paSi 7 

‘S6LI 'P ‘oipoxsnQ oiuoxiiy pun ; gx l^aSn ‘002,x 'P ‘asop oizo-iquiy : gp paSn 
‘8T8T ‘P papuq aiaAV snquainosnx,\[ papno n jo sjaquiaui qoiqAv 

UI ‘punoduioo aqx ui saAnjS pp am aiaqj;, ’Xioxan^q qaxi^G '^auiAOj aqx snAV 
AvojnSiing; ^pQr aqx jo qxnos ajxxq "n Suippnq aqx X'^q^ uoixjpn.ix 

■Tuopvj ippi(j 


•uoxjpnig; 

lunqu^Y •aX\r suai xapxsip aqx Jo ax‘n.ixsiSnX/\[ X^jq aqx •'Gaujuj jiun iqnqsrnxj 
‘jndfnui(j JO sxoijxsip jaSmj aqx jo xuo ‘gxgl •I'^aiC aqx ui jiauiAOj snAi qasji 
xaijxsip qnpxnX/\[ aqx X^qX P^^'^ ‘ijnSuag; iCq paanjdai suav xi uaqAV pggX J^aX! aqx 
qjX xojJXsqJ siqx jo aSnnSunj x-it^oO aqx sbav unisjad X'^^qX paxou aq ox si xi 

LSI 
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tils. «U ^.w.2. ^A'AJ) ^j1 ^joJ| ^ UjjJl ^lic 

4SI U^lj -UJ) 

ijU*.w.J J) d,ja« ‘ij^ ^j<AflJ| il-c UlU .j 

Translation . — “ The Prophet— :rMay the blessing and peace of Allah be on 
him !— said : ‘Search after knowledge, even if it bo in China.’ This excellent 
Madrasah was ordered to be built by the Great and Supreme Sultan, the 
Saiyid of the Saiyids, the Source of Auspiciousness, who exerts himself in 
the way of Allah the All-giver, the Conqueror of Kamru and Kamatah with 
the help of the Alerciful, ‘Alaudduniya rvadclin Abul Muzaffar Husain Shiih, 
the Sultan, al-Husaini — May Allah perpetuate his kingdom ! — for the teaching 
of the sciences of religion and for instruction in the principles which lead to 
certainty — in the hope of obtaining from Allah the great reward, and begging 
from Him that He Avill ever remain pleased (with hizn) on the 1st of 
Ramazan 907 A.H.” (10th March, 1502 A.D.). 


Inscriftion on the Hyderpitr Mosque. 

A third inscription of Husain Shah’s time is to be found placed over the 
gate of a recently constructed mosque at Hyderpur in the English JBaziir 
Municipality. The local story is that' the slab was found lying on flie ground 
in the house of one Ambikacharan Das of the village Mzradal ziear the shi'ino 
of Alvhi Sirajuddin, known as Plran-i-Pir. From this place it was removed 
and set up on the mosque by two Muhammadans of Hyderpur. The inscrip- 
tion, given below, is so similar in its wording to that erected in the time of 
iAlauddin’s son, Nasrat Shah, at Challsapara {vide supra, p. 153) as to 
suggest that the builder of the saqdyah at the latter place must have seen 
this insoi'ipiion at its original site, and copied it Jncidentallythis also 
tends to confiim the ,dentity of the ‘Bujul’ Alaitl of Challsapara with the 
Bibi Malta Avho built the mosque close. to the tomb of Akin Sirajuddin. 

V'^l bU JJJ) Jti 

^ j. lU-u. j Ai)| MA 

Translation . — ” Almighty Alirdi said : ' For him wiio does a gooit deed, 

there will be a ten-fold (reward).’ The Exzilted and Liberal Sultan Alaud- 
duniya wuddin Abul iVluzaffar Plusain Slulh, the Sultan, .son of Saiyid Ashraf 




'^.rtteotxr lo gqi oi 

'A'^imf. i/f\ r-rr '.i'.v.ffi w-oq'/jq J^qj^ fri jg-xitynT^ ^»qi uioq.y. js'ijs 

Uf/\.iu'(ff Jii'' y> j ;; r /'( OJ'q ' fjV ', lo 5STr2 q f2 [ T ?? r5q J '^ sn^OTd 

'f/X/jr::-; v. ff^f//. ) 'or(ry(f/i{fj J/.qi yj ^/[pprcrj i)qi ui ^ahj^ gqx lo J5qninn -b 

YM\y.‘i^n< I'.t (j:>irt//. hrih-'oni ^qi^punr;^ jo ^i^/A-qinos oqa oj spxsA fjfjj — Tj/^pyrn^Q 

V y, '„fr^ >rf ;>abj?J ?qq puB r'rj'V' 60ST) 'HT ^StT p^rp ag -ijy, 

(rtyfju'/) yyff'j jo 'pxapf.%j b f-n^y. ‘ijrppnqB]Bf,’ jo nos -ifY- -i^nxjzn]^ jtj^ 

",i'rihf;oj{' ffMr/puvii^j fMT) : iiy, v.nqj.n^j ? x > y .9 x /,? y^prufj 


/ii paquosxn 

fxofi yi/Mi oip piiTT! iq^i jTJOiC aq:j ui (^^jojmoa jo jnaA.) fo^vj vyjq 

'ijmi.'Oi^ piT.'K fqxpsiAiif 'onbsoui siq:j ^pnq auiBu poo« aq:^ jo ■Bjn.Bqg .. 


qC C O’ a- ’ TV'^ (rq*^ yirp fp*' y^'AT^*-' 

^ rijj — 1 tfc'^ ^^7 yp qjf 

- ; K,i\o((oj Ki; H( ‘inpptunTj'/r^ jo uos ‘mppnuiqY', qqn?i{g ^vip) ‘pinqsY 
|)iiiininM(i)[\! 'PIP'MS* P'^Hodmoo tiaaq OABq o; pros si qoiqAV ‘anbsoni 
(iiip) jo iiojplj.iaKdi ai(j^ ('G'V TtSi) ‘H/V iSoT ’A^opiAV n ‘-BAvaa ^’-^D^xig 
0(10 /((I ')|nu| HtiA\ ptdf iJif)lGpi}.j (jn ]]zu7)j{r ijy, oqp op asop iCjaA si siqjQ 

‘pi(ffvi[r ij]opjpi}[ 

‘xiv'/yji iisTjDKG. >-io sjiNOTitnN;o]\r (ikv sanbsoj^ naiiiQ 
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tf'I'O'JI • ‘Il’V) <i OK) '""K '0 (.lopiiAV, Suppiijp JO iC|ddns aqp .loj paqs) 
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The mosque in question has three domes, and was built in 1208 AH 
(1794: A.D.) by one Musammat Phundan of this quarter of the town It has 
the foUowwg inscription on it, which is said to have been composed by 
Munslii Gliulam Husain, the author of the Riyaz : 




^ 





Tfciiislation. This mosque was built by Phundan — May her end be 

happy !— and completed in the reign of Shah ‘Alam. Invisible angels spake 
the date of its erection Burd Icufr sJiud hi Ddr Islam.” (‘Infidelit}^ 
disappeared and this (town) became Ddr Islam’). The letters of the 
chronogram total up to 1208. 


Khairulldh’s Mosque. 

Close to the mosque of Phundan there is another mosque built by one 
Alunshi Khairullah, brother of ‘AtiquUah, in 1258 A.H, (184:2 A.D.). The 
inscription composed by Munshi ‘Abdul Karim (a pupil of Munshi Ghulain 
Husain) for this mosque is given below ; — 






WsvjJ) ^ ilj »1^ li^i. 


Translalion . — “ Shahih Khairullah, a religious man, built this mosque to 
show Ills sincerity and faith. Invisible angels spake its date Ilabbiizd ivdh I 
ludh I xoa-t-talisln (‘ Wah ! Wah ! Excellent and Beautiful ’).” 


Grave of Mxmslil Gkuldm Husain. 

Twenty yards cast of Phundan’s Alosque lies the grave of iilunsbl Gbiilaiu 
Husain, Salim, ZaidpCiri, the author of the lUyazu-s-SalnUn (“Gardens of the 
Sultans’), which has been so constantly referred to in the present \vork. Ife 
wrote this History of Bengal in 1787-88 at the request of Air. George Udney, 
Manager of the SUk Factory of the Hon’blc East India Cojiqjany at Ejiglish 
Bazar, and the Hijra date in which he completed his book, viz., 1202 A.H., 
can be ascertained by adding up the numerical values of the Arabic letters 
forming the title of the work. The Alunshi took considcral)!e pains to ascertain 
the dates of the inscriptions that ho fqund on the dilTerent buildings that stil 
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Fombs of Turkaii-i-Shahid or Gliora Shahid. 

There is a grave in front of the Guru Training School, opposite to .the Circuit 
House at English Bazar, which is said by the local people to be the grave 
of a Turk who died a martyr. Close to it is a grave known as Ghord Pir. 
There are similar graves known as Turkdn-uShahld or Ghord Pir, one at 
Rathbari (at the bend of the Rajmahal road, 1 mile from English Bazar), 
and the other at Baghbari itself. They are noAv worshipped, and horses 
made of pottery are presented to these places. The local tradition is that 
these are the graves of some Turkish soldiers who came -with Muhammad-i- 
Balclitiyar Khaiji and died in the subseq^uent fighting. This is not impos- 
sible, as it cannot be believed that the adherents of Lakhan Sen allowed 
Muhammad-i-Bakhtiyar to conquer them without a struggle. 

4 — Baghbari, or Balladbari. 

Baghbari is probably one of the oldest portions of Gaur and is a heavily 
embanked quadrant, with sides each about 1 mile long, situated 2 or 3 miles 
north-west of English Bazar on the right-hand side of the highway leading to 
Rajmahal. The enclosure is rather longer from north to south than from east 
to west and is formed by a gigantic embankment 50 — 60 feet in breadth at 
the top, 150 feet in breadth at the base, and 20 feet high. It is divided into 
two approximately equal halves by a N X S rampart with a broad ditch on the 
western side. The eastern half (which contains a large N x S tank called 
‘ Tamna Dighi’^) is said to have been Ballal Sen’s Palace, while the western 
half was the Fort. The southern boundary is formed by a section 

of the raised road from Lakhnaur to Devkot which Muliammaclan his- 
torians state was begun by Muhammad-i-Bakhtiyar and completed by 
Ghiyasuddin Twaz in the first quarter of the 13th century {vide Chapter 
II, p. 19) ; while the ditch — 75 feet wide — which both runs along 
the northern side of the road and suiTounds the enclosure on the. 
west, north and east, appears to have been served as a means of water 
communication roughly parallel to the Kalindri — from the southern cud of a 
great bend of the latter river at Sonatola (south of Plchhll) to the Mahunanda 
close to the present site of English Bazar. The local tradition is that Laksli- 
man Sen escaped to Eastern Bengal by using this passage to the Mahananda, 
possibly after being first driven out of Plchhll {vide next section) by the 
approach of Muhammad-i-Bakhtiyar from the Rajmahal dnection. If thi.s is 
correct, it z’ather suggests that the raised road leading from Western Bengal to 
Devkot was originally constructed by the Sen Kings (or even their predece.s.sors 
the Pals), and only improved by the Muhammadans. The existence on the 
Kalindri River, about a mile north of Baghbari, of a village cafied Arapur 
(alias Amlrpfir) — the original name of which is said to have been Arhatpur 

‘ Tin's name is said to be a corruption of 2\irpan Diijhl, or a tank.at wliicli oilcriiifts 
were made to the souls of ancc.storsi H* 
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memoiks of GAGTE and pandua, 

^b) ^ -^UJ) Jji5 ^ 

iU ^aliJ} ^1 ^Jji ^ 

c.'"*^^ ^ ^J^'?' (♦!2*J) u-XUJ) ^Jbj ^jj.j ^ (iJILJm j dXXro 4|j| jjLi. 

i-ij;0 4lj) aii. ^.,M^JJ| ^x-c) ^Ly ,U ul. 


Translation. “ This blessed building was ordered to be built by the 
Exalted Sultan, Shamsudduniya waddih Abul Muzaifar Iltamish, the Sultan, the 
Right Hand of the KhdUfah of Allah; the Assistant of the Lord of the Faithful 
—May Allah illuminate his heart and may the scale of his balance on the day 
of Judgment be heavy with good deeds ! The building was repaired in the 
reign of the Great Sultan Hasirudduniya waddin Abul Muzaffar- Mahmud 
Shah, the Sultan, the Assistant of the Lord of the Faithful— May Allah 
perpetuate his kingdom and rule! — during the period of the Governorship of 
the Exalted King {Malik) Jalal ul-Haqq wad Din. King of the Kings of the 
East, Mas‘ud Shah Jani, the Instrument of the Lord of the Faithful — May 
Allah perpetuate his reign ! — on the 1st day of Muharrani in the year 647 A.H.” 

This date throAVS doubt on the usually accepted date of this Governor of 
Bengal under the suzerainty of the Slave King Nasiruddin of Delhi (644-64 
A.H. ; 1246-65 A.D.). Malik Jani is only assigned a single year (656-57 A.H.) 
in even the most recently published lists of the rulers of Bengal, though it is 
possible, as General Cunningham remarks [Report, p. 171), that Ma'sud might 
have been Governor Hvice — once at the time Avhen this inscription was erected, 
and again in 656 A.H. 


6. — tGuamalti. 

Guamalti is about six miles south-west of English Bazar and on the left- 
hand side of the. present Kaliachak Road. Here Avas the residence of ^Ir. 
Henry Creighton, the Avell-knoAAm Manager of a flourishing indigo factory at 
this place from 1786 to 1807. He made a survey of Gaur, as well a number of 
water-colour draAvings of the ruins, and Avas the first to start schools in the dis- 
trict in Avhich the local children AA^ere instructed in their oaaui language. Near 
this factory and to the east of it there w'as formerly a hajidsoiue mostpic built 
of brick and stone, but only a decorated minaret still remains. Mr. Creighton 
collected here a good many carved stones and inscriptions from the ruiiis of 
Gaur, but they have noAV all been removed. jMunshI Urdu Bakhsh in liis 
Klmrshiihi-Jahan Numa (Beveridge, op. cit., p. 215) mentions the existence 
of an inscription at this mosque, bearing the name of Sultiin [GhiyasiuhlinJ 
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MEi[OIllS OP GAUR AND TANDUA. 


bankes, in time of raine did cLrowne the countrey and many \dlla"es, 
and so they do remaine. And the old way the river Ganges was woont 
to run remaineth drie.. which is the occasion that the citie doth stand so 
farre from the water.” This agrees fairly weU. with Eennell’s map, made 
nearly 200 years later, where we find ‘ Tarrah ’ marked 1 mile N. W. of ]\Iad- 
dapour (t.e.,MahdTpur), and a little more than this distance S. W. of the Citadel 
of Gaur, on the opposite side of the Bhagirathl. 

Buchanan Hamilton in 1810 made the following observations on ‘ Tangi’a ’ 
as he called it (Jackson’s edition of ‘ Puniea ’, pp. 109-10), and, on the ac- 
companying map, shows the place as a large, square fort : — 

‘‘ The. only ruin [in Kaliachak Division] is that of Tangi'a, a place of no 
considerable antiquity. When the family of Sheer Shah was deprived of the 
Government of India by the Mogul Harhayun, the kingdom of Bengal again 
threAV off its subjection to Delhi and the new dynasty left Gaur and retired 
across the Old Ganges to Tangra. The distance is so small that they could not 
be said to have changed the seat of Government, but only to have built a new 
palace or country residence ; and although Gaur is said to have been plundered 
by the first of these princes, it was by no means destroyed, nor did the people 
follo’vv the court to. Tangra, which would never appear to have been a large 
place, nor are there any corisiderable ruins to denote that these princes lived in 
splendour or erected great works.” 

Tanda was called Khawaspur to distinguish it from Tanra Tahsil in the 
Faizabad district of the United Provinces; but, owing to the destruction of 
Tanda by floods in — it is said — 1826, the name Khawaspur has ■ now been 
transferred to a place on the east bank of the Bhagirathl, about a mile west 
of Ramkell, while the supposed site of Tanda is represented by the village 
‘ Jolua Badhal,’ just across the river from the village of Klnrkl, which is less 
than a mile south of the modern Khawaspur. 

Sulaiman KararanI is said to have transferred the capital from Gaur to 
Tanda in 1565, and it was a favourite residence of the earlier Mughal 
Governors of Bengal’. In 1660 Shah Shuja‘, hard-pressed by Mir Jumla 
(Aurangzib’s General), retreated from Rajmahal to Tanda, in the vicinity of 
which town was fought the decisive battle in which he was finally routed. 
After this date Tanda is not mentioned in history. 

The word Tanda is generally applied by the people to Ghar-kxnds, wJiich, 
if small, are called Tdnrl. The names of several villages of Milldah end witli 
this name, as, for instance, Sat-Tanrl and Bhartl-Tanrl. 

Khajah, a well-known article of confectionery with a wide reputation, 
is said to have been first prepared in Bengal at Tanda — one Mir Malatl, 


1 Muti Singh 
Rnjnifihnl, wliero. 
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AIKMOIUS Ob' G.VUU AND I'AXOUA, 


neni' the Adnin AUk^quo) thoi'o u. u Chilla Khami. or takhm (ivli.nous 
unry). ol the Puudvui Shah Jalrd. This, the local people s.iy, is one of SCO 



such tempomry abodes of this much travelleti saint. The ChiUa Khdno is 
siruatcil in a small eourtvai\l which contains a nnmber of emvcs, and to the 
immetiiate soutlnwesr of the chief buihling^ is a small modern whitewaslual 
ntosqne, Cmmin^ham visiteii the spot in ISTO-SO and made the following 
ivmarks (enjV pp. lU amlpdof his Hepovt) ; — 


" Over the ontmnce g;ire\vay vd" the enclostU'O then.' is a neatly cur inscrip- 
tion on a black Ikis^rlt slab, ixvoixiing the eixvtion of a ddj.ir in the 

year A,ll, SOS during the ivign of Barlkik tsliah. d’heiv au' several Hiiulu 

pillars lying about the cnck'smv, and. .a tine standing 

ligmv of Vishnu witii four arms.. . The inscription is a very tine 

spix'inrett of the curious style of writing which prevaihai e.t this peiKHl, ni 
which ail the perpendicular stix’kes of the letters aix' pixdongi^l upwanis and 
arr;tuge<{ at <Hjual ttistauees so as to look like a r.iiling. 
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MEMO! US OE GAUH PANDUA, 


-a'a2mf-i-.4‘Za (Sulaiman Kararani), dated Zil h 
97S A.H. (iMay 1571 A.D.) 

4 S 1 ^ (^oJ| )a^-o ^ 411 ^) J(3 


i35UJl ((j) 

^ axl- ^Uj' 4)1 aJA ^Jj:l ^^1, ^ 

v-^U ^lv“ ^Lo d^^Jl ^b ^ 

^JU &A*. ^ ^ Jjj 


* (<J lilo!^ &)ta.*A) j ^ 

Translation . — '’ The Prophet — the Peace and Blessing of AUiih be on 
him ! said : ‘ He who builds a mosque in the world, Almighty Alliili will 

build [for him] 70 palaces in Paradise.’ 

The mosque was built in the blessed village (Qasbah) of TabrTzabad — 
known as Deotalah — in the time of Hazrat-i-A‘ld — Ma^'" Almiglity ^AJlah 
perpetuate his sovereignty and elevate liis condition ! Sulaiman Mifin, 

son of ]\Pan, Revenue Collector {Sdhib-i-Jania‘) — ^i\Iay Almighty 

Allah protect him in both Avorlds ! — built the mosque on the 0th of Zil 
Hijjah of the months of the .year 978. (May its blessing.s be wide- 
spread !)” 


Sulaiman Khan Kararani (w’hose real name was the same as that of the 
Revenue Collector who rebuilt the Deottda mosque in 97S A.H.) was for 
nearl}^ 20 years prior to 972 Governor of South Bihar under the Surl Kings 
of Bengal. When the last of these ICings wiis slain b}’ a usurper in 971 , 
Sulaiman sent his brother Tiij Khan to turn out the usurper, and on Taj 
Khan’s death in the following year, Sulaimiin included Bengal in his 


dominions and, having moved the capital from Gaur to Tanda, j uled over 
South Bihar and Bengal tiU his own death in 9S0 A.H. (1572 A.D.). R'^’ 

General, the famous Kala, Pahar, also conquered Orissa for Sulaiman in 975. 
Sidaiman w'as careful to acknowledge the suzerainty of Akbar aiul only used 


the title Hazrat-i-A'la (‘ His Aiigust IMajesty ’) given in the in.seription. 
Apparently also he abstained from striking any coinage of his own. After 
Sulaiman’s death, his second son Da’ud revolted ; but in 982 ho iiad to cede 


Bengal and Bihar to Akbar, though ho continued to be King of Orissa. Jo 
the following year, however, Da’ud again iuvade<l Bengal, but was defeated 
and killed by Hiusaiu Qull Khan Jahau at the battle of Rajniahal in 
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APPENDIX A. 


Bibliography. 

The following are the principal authorities on the subject of Gaiw, Pandua, 
and other connected matters : — 

1. Tabaqdt-i-Ndsirl by Abu ‘Umar Minhajuddin ‘Uthman bin Sirajuddln 
al- J auj ani (Minhaj -i-Siraj ) . Edited by Captain W. Nassau Lees and, Mawlawls 
Khadim Husain and ‘Abdid Hayy : Bibliotheca Indica of the Asiatic Society 
of Bengal (1863-64). Translated into English by Major H. G. Raverty, Asiatic 
Society of Bengal (1873-97). Translation also pubhshed in London (1881). 

2. Tarlkh-i-Firuz Shdhi by Ziauddin Barani. Edited by Saiyid Ahmad 
Khan, Bibliotheca huUca, 1848. 

3. Tankh-i-Firvz Shdhi by Shams-i-Siraj ‘AfTf. Edited by Mawlawl 
Vilayat Husain, Ri6Zio^7ieca Indica, 1891. 

(The first is a continuation of No. 1 down to, the time of Firuz Sliali : 
while the author of the second accompanied Firuz Shah in his expedition to 
Bengal. Abstracts of these two works are given by Elliot and Dowson in 
Volume III of their ‘History of India as told by its own Historians’ — Trubner, 
London, 1871.) 

4. Tarlkh-i-Firishta. A History of Hindustan ; by Muhammad Qasim 
Hindushah Astarabadi, known as Firishta. Translated into English by 
Alexander How, 3 Vols., London, 1803. 

5. A’in-i-Akbarl by Abu-l-Fadi, ‘Allami. Edited by H. Blochmann 
for the Bibliotheca Indica of the Asiatic Society of Bengal (1867-77). Trans- 
lated into English by H. Blochmann (Vol. I) and by H. S. Jarret (Vols. II and 
III) : Asiatic Society of Bengal (1868-94). 

6. Akbar Ndmah by Abu-1-Fadl, ‘Allami. Edited by Ahmad ‘Ali and 
‘Abdu-r-RahIm, {Bibliotheca Indica, Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1873-80). 
Translated into English by H. Beveridge {Bibliotheca Indica, 1897-1921). 

7. T abaqdt-i-Akbarl by Khwajah Nizamuddin Ahmad. Translated by 
B. He {Bibliotheca Indica No. 225 ; Vol 1 : 1927). [The two invasions of 
Bengal by Firuz Shah of Helhi and the sieges of Ekdala are described on 
pp. 244—247.] 

8. Siyand-Mtda’khkhirin {‘Accounts of Modem Times'), being a History 
of India from 1118-94 Hijra by Mr Ghulam Husain IClian. Translated into 
English by M. Raymond, afterwards called Haji Mustafa (Calcutta, 1802, 4 
vols.). [The period covered is 1706-83 A.H., and the book was probably first 
published in 1786.] 

9. The Riydzu-s-Snldtin by Ghnliim Husain Salim, written in I7S7-S 
A.H.. and edited by ‘Abdul Haqq ‘Abid in the Bibliotheca Indica of lb‘* 
Asiatic Society of Bengal (1890-98). Translated into English by Abdus-Salain 
(Khiln Bahadur) and published by the A. S. B. (1902-04). 

10. Tarikh-i-Muzaffarl, a history of the Tinuirids of India until A.H. 1225 
(A.H. 1810) by Muhammad ‘Ali Khan Ansari (Ms. in Asiatic Society of Bengal). 





?-Sic"~.s:?2r-~"-.,. 

Lf)r r- '^^^OQjjor) Q ^ ^^6^ pa^Bn 't„q ‘ To 

^Ol-^Ol -dd <r,. ./o ' ^ 'Q ' f^^trgrr 

>W /'/■”<! Pm> 0,q„vr otoJ’ 'J, T'’-<^i-Va-mrTj 

“^s-ss s;ri-~.; s; ™ - “vsiy-J -s 

ess/ /K... '""" "'fi '-o^ot 

■PS<)SM,,S„i;''’' '"’"'"/pl ..0,,,,^ , . , ■'"W-'O'Wff-H 

■^‘"'HF ;.u„ ■*„ ''".’'’''‘'r -"/iw ••■'Jf ps„ojr c f aT 

- /«™<, „ ,, ^ i tr-’''''-^^^ . .;;r„ . - ' 

"’''""""»«5;„/,™^^e'S/ '..op„07 ..^ "."»)'/»»., 0 -a .;“■''' 

in',, ^ . 

■•^«0(/nii»,, mr?ssTr ^ -rr ., ^'0 }0 

•^^A^JIT ».ro?si>T/ 

-.K p',::i^ 

' ^9/ OYA?^ >/r^ . ucsv,,,:. I T 

,^""-0 ’'«* loq!’"::? wTr ■''’® 

’;P»//riu,oo ,,,oj„ ; “'/? JO s.,0,00,,0 JO 1"’"' '”'’ ;»oi“ S'H p«» 

::: 



174 


■MEilOmS Oi’ GAUlt AND PANDUA, 


21. On a ne,xo Copper-plate Grant of DTiarmapdla by times Chandra 
Batavyal. Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1894, pp. 39-62 with 
Plate. 

22. Epigraphia Indica ; Vol. II. Government of India Press, Cal- 
cutta, 1894. [On pp. 282-288 readings of inscriptions from Pandua and Gaur 
by Paul Horn are given,] 

23. (1) Certain Disputed or Doubtful Events in the History of Bengal, 
Muhammadan period, Part 1, by Monmohan Chakravarti. Journal of the 
Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. IV, [N. S.], 1908, pp. 131-158. [Chronology 
of the first 30 years after the Muslim conquest of Bengal.] 

(2) Notes on the Geography of Old Bengal, by Monmohan Chala-avavti. 
Journal of the Asiatic Society of ' Bengal, Vol. IV, 1908, pp. 267-292. [A 
discussion of the history of Garu: and Laksmanavati is found on pp. 273-284.] 

(3) Notes on Gaur and Other Old Places in Bengal, by Monmohan 
Chakravarti. Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. V, 1909, pp. 199- 
234. 

(4) Pre-Mughal Mosques of Bengal, by M. Chakravarti. Journal of the 
Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. VI, 1910, pp. 23-38. 

24. Gaurer Itihcis, by RajaniKanta Chakra vartti (Maldah, 1909: 2 vols. : 
pubhshed by M. ‘Abid ‘AlT Khan). 

25. Gaurardjmdld by Ramaprasad Chanda, B. S. 1319 (A.D. 1912). 

26. Beiigal District Gazetteers : Malda, by G. E. Lambourn, i.c.sr(.Caloutta 
Bengal Secretariat Book Depot, 1918). [The historical statements in this- book 
are very faulty, and the volume should be thoroughly revised.] ; 

27. S. H. Hodivala’s Bangdla. Journal of the Asiatic, Society, Bengal, 
1920, Numismatic Supplement No. XXXIV, pj?. 199-212. [A (h'sciissioji 
■where this mint -was — wkether at Gaur-Lakhnauti, Tanda or Rrijmahal.] 

28. R. C. Majumdar’s Chronology of the Sena Kings. Journal of the 
Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. XVII, 1921, pp. 7-16. 

29. ,Mint Towns of the Delhi S^dtans by H. Nevill. Journal of the Asiatic 
Society of Bengal, Numismatic Supplement, 1921, pp. 116-130. [Ijicludcs 
discussions of the iVIints, Eathabad-Farldpiir ; Gaur and Lakimauti ; Satgaon ; 
Sharif abad ; and Siinargaon.] 

30. Coins and Chronology of the Early Independent Sultans of Bengal, 
by N. K. Bhattasall, Dacca (W. Heller and Sons, Cambridge, 1922). 

31. H. E. Stapleton’s Contributions to the History and Ethnology of 
North-Eastern India. 

IV. Bengal Chronology duriiuj the period of Independent Muslun Rule. 
Journal A. S. B., Vol. XVIII, 1922, pp. 407-430. [1283-1339 A.D.j 

32. Determination of Ihe Epoch of the, Parganati Era by X. Iv. Blialta- 
sail. Indian Antiquary, Vol. LII, 1923, i)p. 314-320. 
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APPENDIX C. 


Life aiid Work of Saiyid Ilahi Bakhsli al-Husaini of An^rezzTbad, 
the Author of the “Khui-shid-i-Jahaii Nunia”. 


[Chiefly taken from j\h\ H. Beveridge’s ^Memoir, and account of tliis author s 
work, in the Journal of the Asiatic Societi/ of Bengal for lS9o, pages 194-i?3t) ; 
but supplemented from a few additional notes by Khan Sahib 'Abid ‘Ali 
Khan.] 

Saiyid Ilalu Bakhsh was born in 1240 A.H. (1824 A.D.) at English Bazar, 
in Mahalla Chak-Ambia. The family came originally from the Upper 
Provinces and members of it had held high office under the Kings of Bengal. 
Eventually, on account of old age, or for some other reasons, they retired to 
the town of Old jMaldah whei'e they settled in a quarter laiowai as the Beroz- 
gartola, or quartei's of the unemployed — apparently because it was chielly 
occupied b}' persons out of employ. This quarter w;is in the neighbourhood 
of IMughaltulr, and the well-known mosque of ^fa'sum Saudagar. Tlieu the 
family moved into another old quarter of iMaldah called Sakmohan, and even- 
tuallj'- they came to English Baziir. The author s grandfather, i^lihruiiah. 
Avas buried at Old ■Maldah ; but he appeal's to have lived at English Baz.ar, 
and in the service of the English Government, for tlie author's father, 'Ali 
Bakhsh, was born there, as was also the author. His birthplace, he tells us, 
was in the quarter known as Chak Ambia. He spent all his life in English 
Baziir, and died there on 2nd jMarch .1892. 


In his latter days he was a Pemian teacher in the Zilla School at English 
Biizar [where, incidentally, he taught the author of idemoirs of Gain and 
Pandua ” Persian and Urdu]. Hah! Baklish was a man of great simplicity 
of mind, and an enthusiastic student of history ; perhaps, he acquired this 
taste from his friend and teacher iMunslu ‘Abdul Karun, who. in his turn, 
wtis the pupil of Ghulaiu Husain Salim, the author of the Biydzu-s-Saldi'nt. 
Perhaps he too became interested in Gain from the fact that he iuhoritiA 
from his paternal aunt some rent-free land in Hazratnagar, otherwise 
Qazigaon, which is near the shrine of Hakdilm Akhi Sirajuddiu. He also 
speaks, on page 144 of his work, of visiting the tomb of an ancestor of his, 
named idir Karluln, who died at JMaldah in 119!) A.H. (1784 A.D.). 1 he title 

of his work Khurslnd-i-Jahdn Xumd or " World Displaying Sun ” is a 
chronogram and yields the date 1270 A.H. or Itsad A.D., this Iwing the 
time when the book was begun : he was occupied u ith it morx^ or less for 
the rest of his life ; but he appeal's to have linished the history of Bengal in 
1280 A.H. or 1803 A.D.. for this is tlie date to which he has brought down 


his narration of events. 

As usual, the work begins with praises of Alhlh and Muhammad, linn 
it proceeds to pronounce an ouiogium on Mun.'^lu ‘Abdul Karim, the fiicn'i 
and instructor of the author. We ai'C told that ‘Abdul Karim w.is origim-.ily 
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APPENDIX D. 


The Sultans of Delhi. 


First Dynasty — Slave Kings. 


A. H. 

A. D. 


602-607 

1206-10 

(1) Qutbuddin Aibak, slave of Muhammad GLorl. 

607 

1210 

(2) Aram Shah. 

607-633 

1210-35 

(3) Shamsuddin Iltamish (Iltutmish). 

633-34 

1235-36 

(4) Ruknuddin Piruz Shah I. 

634-37 

1236-39 

(5) Raziya (Riziyah). 

637-39 

1239-41 

(6) Muizzuddin Bahram Shah. 

639-44 

1241-46 

(7) ‘AlauddJn Mas'ud Shah. 

644-64 

1246-65 

(8) Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah I. 

664-86 

1265-87 

(9) Ghiyasuddin Balban. 

686-89 

1287-90 

(10) Muizzuddin Kaiqubad. 



Second Dynasty — Ehaljls. 

689-95 

1290-95 

(1) Jalaluddin Piruz Shah II. 

695 

1295 

(2) Ruknuddin Ibrahim Shah I. 

695-715 

1295-1315 

(3) ‘Alauddin Muhammad Shah I. 

715-16 

1315-16 

(4) Shihabuddin ‘Umar Shah. 

716-20 

1316-20 

(5) Qutbuddin Mubarak Shah I. 

720 

1320 

• Nasiruddin Khusru Shah. 


Third D ynasty — Tiighlaqids. 


720-25 

1320-25 

(1) Ghiyasuddin Tuglilaq Shah I. 

725-52 

1325-51 

(2) Muhammad Tugldaq IT. 

752-90 

■ 1351-88 

(3) Piruz Shah III. 

790-91 

1388 

(4) Tughlaq Shah II. 

791-92 

1388-89 

(5) Abu Bakr Shah. 

792-95 

1389-92 

(6) Muhammad Shah III. 

795 

1392 

(7) Sikandar Shah I. 

795-97 

1392-94 

(8) Mahmud Shrih 11. 

797-802 

1394-99 

(9) Nasrat Shah (Interregnum). 

802-15 

1399-1412 

(8) Mahmud Shiih II restored. 

815-17 

1412-14 

Daulat Khan Lodi (struck no coins in his own 


name). 
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appendix e. 


List of the Rulers of Bengal from the Muhammadan Conquest 
till the final annexation of Bengal by Akbar. 


Governors. 


A. H. 

. A. D. 


599-602 

1202-1205 

Muhammad-i-Bakhtiyar Edialjl. 

602-605 

1205-1208 

‘Izznddin Muhammad-i-Shhan. 

605-608 

1208-11 

‘Alauddin ‘AlI-i-Mardan. 

608-24 

1211-26 

Husamuddin — Ghiyasuddin ‘Iwaz (struck coins in 
his own name). 

624-27 

1226-29 

Nasiruddin Mahmud. (Second son of the Emperor 
Iltamish). 

627 

1229 

‘Izzu-l-Mulk ‘Alauddin Jani. 

627-31 

1229-33 

Saifuddiu Aibak. 

631-42 

1233-44 

‘Izzuddin Tughril-i-Tughan Khan. 

642-44 

1244-46 

Qamaruddin Taimur Khcin-i-Qiiun. 

644-46(?) 

1246-48(?) 

Ikhtiy'aruddin Yuzbak-i-Tughril Khiin — Mughis- 
uddin (struck coins in his own name). 

646-57(?) 

1248-58(?) 

Jalalul-Haqq wad-Din Ma‘sud Shah JanT. 

657-59 

1258-60 

‘Jzzuddin Balban-i-yuzbakl. 

659-64(?) 

1260-65(?) 

Muhammad Arsalan Tatar Khan. 

Uncertain dates - | 

Sher Khan. 

Amin Khan. 

677-82 

1278-83 

Mughisuddin Tughril. 


682-90 

1283-91 

690-701 

1291-1301 

701-22 

1301-22 

707 or-9 

1307 or-9 

717-18 

1317-18 

710-22 

1310-22 

722-23 

1322-23 

[Beco 

724-26 

1324-26 


Sultans of the House of Balban. 

(1) Nasiruddm Bughra Khan, son of Ghiynsuddin 

Balban of Delhi. (No coins in his naiiic 
linown). 

(2) Rulmuddin Kaikaiis, son of (1) (Lakhnanti). 

(3) Shamsuddin Firuz Shah, son of (I) (LakhiuiutI). 

(4) Jalaluddln Mahmud Shah, son of (3) (Lakhnanti). 

(5) Shihabuddin Bughra Shall, son of (3). (Lakhnanti) 

(co-ruler in West Bengal). 

(6) Ghiyasuddin Bahadur Shah, son of (3) (co-rtdoi 

in Bengal). 

Ghiyilsuddln Bahadur Shiili (all Bengal), 
nquest by Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq of Delhi.] 

(7) Nasu’uddinibrahim.sonof (3), Sultan of Lakh- 

nauti. 
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190 


846-64 

864-79 

879-86 

886 

886-92 


892 

892-95 

895- 96 

896- 99 


899-925 

925-39 

939 

939-44 


944-46 

946 


960-62 

962-68 

968-71 

971 


972-80 

980 

980-84 

984 

B. G. Pf'^ss- 


ilEMOIES OF GATJR AND PANDUA. 


1442-59 

1459-74 

1474-81 

1481 

1481-86 


1486 

1486-89 

1489- 90 

1490- 93 


1493-1519 

1519-32 

1532 

1532-37 


1537-39 

1539 


1552-54 

1554-60 

1560-63 

1563 


1564-72 


1572 

1572-76 

1576 


Borne of Ilyas Shall— {restored). 

(5) Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah I, descendant of (1). 

(6) Ruknuddin Barbak Shah, son of (5). 

(7) Shamsuddin Yusuf Shah, son of (6). 

(8) Sikandar Shah II, son of (7). 

(9) Jalaluddin Bath Shah, son of (5). 

Habshl Kings. 

(1) Sultan Shahzada Barbak. 

(2) Saifuddin Firuz Shah. 

(3) Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah II, son of (2). 

(4) Shamsuddin Muzaffar Shah. 

Ilonse of Husain Shah. 

( 1 ) ‘ Alauddin Husain Shah . 

(2) Hasiruddin Hasrat Shah, son of (1). 

(31 'Alauddin Firuz Shah II, son of (2). 

(4) Ghiyasuddin Mahmud Shah HI, son of (1). 

Ditto (joint rule from 933 A.H. with 
Nasrat Shah). 


Humayun (Mughal Emperor). 
Conquest of Sher Shah. 


House of Muhammad Sur. 

(1) Shamsuddin Muhammad Ghazi Shah. 

(2) Ghiyasuddin Bahadur Shah, son of (1). 

(3) Ghiyasuddin Jalal Shah, son of (1). 

(4) Son of Ghiyasuddin Jaliil Shah (name unknown). 

House of Sulaiman Karardnl. 

(1) Hazrat~i-A‘ Id ’. Sulaiman Ivhan Kururanl 
(Lord of South Bihar, Bengal and Orissa). 

(2) Bayazid Shfih, son of (1). 

(3) DiVud Shah, son of ( 1 ). 

Final annexation by Akbar. 


■1031-32—841 A — 1,010 




